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SALT RIVER FIRST NATION #195

P.O. Box 960
Fort Smith, NW.T. XOE 0P0
Phone (403)872-2986 or Fax (403)872-3550
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TO: Ms. Jeannie Marie Jewell, M.L.A.
Thebacha

FROM: A Concerned Citizens

RE: Hanging Ice Buffalo Ranch.
Proposal to Relocate Ranch to Fox Hole Prairie.

DATE: February 24, 1995

As you are aware this proposal has repeatedly been made to the Government of the
Northwest Territories through Mr. Jim Bourque Deputy Minister of Renewable Resources
and also to Mr. Joe Handley, Deputy Minister of Renewable Resources.

Since the proposal was not taken seriouély and acted upon, hundreds of thousands of public
tax dollars have gone to maintain the ranch in its present location. This is longer acceptable,
and the time to relocate the ranch is now. Some major reasons for relocation are:

1)  Lack of consultation and community involvement under present setup.

2)  Ownership must rest with the Salt River First Nations as owners of the land and
wildlife under Treaty #8. ‘

3)  Cost of maintaining and servicing the animals is too great under present arrangements
ie. feed for animals, civil servants as managers.

4)  Animals have been repeatedly flooded during spring and early summer.

5) Government must get out of our lives and turn ownership over to the Salt River First
Nations. Government is not in the business of wildlife ranching. Costs are too high,
working against Self Government initiatives.

6) Elders and community people have repeatedly called for the transfer of jurisdiction to
the Salt River First Nation. The Buffalo is considered a sacred animal and was not
put here for ranching and to be bartered for or sold. This is a long standing issue
with our aboriginal people.

Signed:

The logo legend incorporates two arrows to represent the Cree and Chipewyan tribes with the elements of the drum design representing the sun, fire representing
the eternal flame and the water design on the tent represents the rapids of the Slave River. The teepee represents the settlement of Fort Smith. The bottom date
(1899) represents the signing of Treaty 8, while the 1984 records the year the logo was put into use. The diagonal staff represents the 60th parallel. The double
pointed arrow shows the joining of the native people in the community. The lightning bolt represents the power to vote, while the bow and arrow shows the
joining of the native people in the community. The lightning bolt represents the power to vote, while the bow and arrow represent hunting and native rights.
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The logo legend incorporates two arrows to represent the Cree and Chipewyan tribes with the elements of the drum design representing the sun, fire representing
the eternal flame and the water design on the tent represents the rapids of the Slave River. The teepee represents the settlement of Fort Smith. The bottom date
(1899) represents the signing of Treaty 8, while the 1984 records the year the logo was put into use. The diagonal staff represents the 60th parallel. The dout’
pointed arrow shows the j joining of the native people in the community. The lightning bolt represents the power to vote, while the bow and arrow shows
joining of the native people in the community. The lightning bolt represents the power to vote, while the bow and arrow represent hunting and native righ



