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14 First Nations accept ﬁnal agreemeni

Federal land claims m:gotm
tors look forward to the day
when they can leave the Yukon

By Sara Darling
Yukan News Reporter

for good,

"There will be a timc wheo
there wuon’t be a requiremcat for
Indian Affairs staflf in the
Yukon," said Mike Whittington,
one of Ottawa’s top land claun
ncgatiators. ‘

And now, after almost 20
years of talks, that goal is onc
step closer to becmnmg a luIity
he said.

After an intensive weck of
meelings, the 14 Fiest Nations in

- the Yukon bave awcplcd the

Umixella Final Agreement and
an accompanying self-
government deal

*We caa't begin to say how
happy we are,” Whittington said
al a news conference. "It’s a
switch that clicks on 50 many
things.”

Council for Yukon Indians
negotiators Vic Mitander, Dave
Joe and Rick Salter couldn’t
agree more.

"This is a major step to
detcrmining our own future,”
said Mitander. .

Doug McAthux, dixector of
scli-government for YTG, called

_the achicvement ‘rrkable
) and hlslonc. = &
*The affrrmation for Fixst Na- *:

goverament agreement
'beenmleased.'l'heymctnde

3

tions to govern themselves is a
challenge for all governmeats to
make sure that it all works,

*But 1 think we have set a
framework for somcthmg that is
very do-able.”

The land claims agrecment
gives 41,000 square kilometres of
tand, about 8.6 per cent of the
total in the territory, to the First
Nations. .

In addition, the First Nations

~ will get about $230 million and a

$25-million buy out of native cx-
emption from taxatlon on

rescrve lands. s i
Details of the model sclf-
have also

# lnsutunons and attuctun:s

. Criminal Codc,willeunbnnclo

- -mment

of govemmcnt will be defined by
the First Nations themseclves
through constitutions which will
aot be subject to approval by
other levels of govesrnmeot.

® First Natians will have faw-
making powers on seitlement
lands, including zoning and land
decvelopment, environmental
protection, as well as licensing
and regulating business, trades
and professional people.

.® First Natioas will have
scloct powers over their citizens,
on and off settlcment lands, in
such arcas as bealth, native fan- implemented to ensure th:

programs and cducation, thuc are no ful:nn: nndctstam
® Federal laws, such as the ings. T |

- The fcdetal govetnmel
" hopes to complete the text of th

sclf-government ag:mnl oVt

‘the pext few weeks. . Pl

a First Nation passes its own ;- * Afies this wiitk is

laws to replace them, i 'uyscopnnw'illhcmdcm

_.® Funding for ficst Nations - nl:lelntlu:pnhllc.’t‘l il = §

governments will be provided : It hopes fhe’ lgrcement wi
T—-tbrough melti-ycar funding - _be ratificd ncxt summer byt

agreed to ncgoliate arrang
ments on taxation three yea:
after the proclamation of ar
self-government legislation.

¢ Farst Nations bave agree
not to cxercisc law-makin
powers during a five-year trans
tion period.

Dunng that time, offence
will be prosecuted by Yukc
prosecutors and terms of in
prisonment will be served i
Yukon corrections facilitics.

*® All partics must ncgotial
on how the cmeat will t

. apply. . .-
'LawsoftheYuknnguvcm

will continuc to apply until
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