
11111~i~111i~1i1iH~[111~1i~~m]11111 
3 1936 00016 997 7 

TABLED DOCUMENT NO. 21 - 1 · z _ (2) 
JABLEP .ON MAR 1 2 1992 

r . 

CANADA FOREST ACCORD 

OUR FORESTS 

The forest symboli1.es Canada. Beside, covering half the Canadian landscape, some 453 mill1on hecurcs, rorcst.s arc• 
dominant feature: of our economy, culture, traditions and histoty. They ate a critical clement of our aspirations as a society 

and as a natiol\. 

Canada.'s forests are crucial components of our natural environment. Canada has 10 per cent of the world's fotcst1, which 
provide an impo.unt protective element of 20 per cent of the world's fresh water. 'J 'hey provide habitat for wildlife, 

moderate the c;:\itnate and provide clean air and water. They prevent erosion of soil and regulate water flow. They act as a 
$torehousc for carbon; as fore~s grow, they absorb grcenhouso gases ths.c can contribute to global waiming. They pro'lide 

natural and wilderness areas for the cultural, spiritual and recreational benefit of everyone in Canada. 

Our fotcsts are a natural resource whose care and stc.wardship is of interest to every Canadia,~ ll1\d in a greater 11cnsc t.o all 
cl tit.ens of the world. 

Much o( Canada's origins.I forest remains today. Of the 453 million hectare$, 2,6.7 million arc rccogniwd as "hc,itage 
fore!:lt-s" and as such are protected hy law to be left in their natural state. Anuthet 24 million ho::wes are considered 
11conservation forcstslf protected from harvesting by policy. Commercial forc:~u. both public and pri\'ate, ¢apablc of 

produci,,g timber along with a variety of other non-timber benefitst cover 209 million hectares. The balance of 193.3 
million heccares, representing 42.6 per cent, is made up of open forests, comprised of natural a.reas of small trees, shrubs 

and muskeg. 

Our forests form a vital part of our economy, supp<>rting over 350 communities and providing jobs fot overiB00,000 
Canadians. With SO bill inn dollars of shipments annua.lly1 Canada ili one of the world's largest suppliers of forest products. 
Our foresu support a multibillion clol111t tourism and recreation industry. Through sound forest management, a vt,iety of 

timber and non-timber benefits may he produced f,om our forc:st.S on a sustainable Lasis to continue fulfilling this vital 
economic role . 

.Since 90 per cent of Canada.ts forests are publicly owned, all Canadial'IS have a vital h1t..cresc in their management. In 
Canada., forest ma.rtagemcnt is the responsibility of the provinces. In the Northwest Torritories, the responsibility for 

foresc managcmenc has been transferred to the territorial government, while in the Yukon, this responsibility remains with 
the federal government. The federal government has direct or shared responsibility for industti11I and regional 

development, trade, international relationst science and technology, the environment and federal lands. Cana.da.'s forest 
community, which includes those groups whose diverse interests form paft of the needs and decision-making process, 

play~ a.r\ important role and hM also_joincd in de\le.loping this /\cconl. 



WE BELIEVE: 

♦ It ii iw,pol'lllnl N ""11#14ifl 11 rlllt lllf>IS/1' of /omts am>ss w Canadiatt landse11p, 11ia1 sustai,rs 11 

diwni,, o/ul/dNfa. 

♦ C()11ti11,ud «o110111ic ilttltjill mMSf IN Wlflifft11inld for flu '°"'m"nilks, Jami/us and indiwilJIJ/ Can11dian1 miho 
tkju,,d 11pCH1 lh /oral, /,o/A for //11ir 6'11/uood lltfd 1lMIJ of life. · 

♦ Tiu splriful pt1/i&s a,,d IAI iMn-htl ka111J of our fortsts ort tsun/UII lo our plrysic:al 11nd 
our WU#/1/ P1JJ-#it,g. 

♦ Ott,- ro/4 11 s/nlillrds Is fo mS#rt inklligtt11j u,ui/iw 11s1 of tlu foreu for t/11 mt/ir'01un1ntal, 

«onomit:, soda/ nd "'/hd'al wll-Ntq of all Clludl11m. 

♦ Cm,atiians art mli//ld ~ partidpak ;,, dtlm'Rining Aou 1111-ir forests are 11Jtd and //u PSl-,Pa!Q 
for u.¼im thy ,:r, 1114r,.~g«I. 

OUR VISION: 

♦ Our 111ttis t#i/1 IN met tArougA h,ool«fg, nd CO<Jf}fflJtion t111d a/1 mtasum tlt)it/,in our mtQ1'1S tdt11 lo 

msur-1 tltaJ At4lr/Jy fortsts tlrl µsud ()ti to fa111r1 gmn-aliortJ. 

♦ Wt ~·11 fa/fill our gk,/Jal raponsi/,;/itus f11 tlu care t1nd use of fore.sis, mainlaim'ng 1/uir importance lo uu 
tmlirottmnu a,-d lit; wll-lxing of a/1 /Mng things. 

+ A strong «onomk 64.u for forrst produ.cts, to11rism .znd ,r('f'tation ,,;iii be supported trJ!itllin a jr'llmnPOrl 
of sou,ul «ologiazl ,nfll tlttJironr,w,,111/ prltu:iplts. 

tr 
♦ Our Jomls tlill IN managd 011 tm iflt4grat«I bast's, supporting a fall rang, of ,ms mu/ VtJ/ues ineluding limbtr 

produtli0tt, Aabilat for oildli/t. #Znd artas 1ZU«a11d for paris and vwi/dmuss. 

♦ Canadia,ts sill. in fall i,wokdgt of IA, nflironmmtP/, econ()mit:, soda/ and (11./tural wlues of IM /oml, 
pt1rtjcipa11 in settit1g ol,j1(1io<s for 111JJ1tagr',1g tlu rt101Jrc.es. 

+ Adwnad lrainin£ sii//J at1d «lutation 'Oil/ bi pffXJidul lo tliou Canadians anp/()'yed in fomJ-,.~lat,d attiuities, 
m,d s1a/JuJ11/fi/ling l'Nlfth]Hllflf flfJPOr/Unifits f;i/1 add to tlu quality of lift in 1l11ir communities. 

+ Thtrt ml/ be cltaf' and !umnonious rtlations/rips for all thou involvtd miith f,.,rtsts, improving Jiu tfftclit.Jtnm of 

conservation, ffl41tagtm1n1 and ind11.slrial dNe/Oj)ttUnl, and bringinl about agr«mmt on approadta to fort# 

man.agmiml f/trougl, l)'Jfl.S1'/Ja1ion1 mutual ftSptct and tlu sharirig of informoti()n. 



OUR COMMIT!IENT TO ACTION 

Canadians have the knowledge and the expertise to fulfill their vision for their forests. Building 
upon these qualities, we commit ouraelve, to: 

♦ Strmg1Ami11g tAt Joullll11/i()fls for ,011mvi11g tlu ,ratural diwrsi,y of our forua 11ttd p1Jlli11g iff put« tAe 
fundamtnlal reporli"g syslltNs lo IIJ'J 'f!Mlf"t rJJ)I stand. 

♦ E~pandi11g our inookdgt of our /ons/J, refining //,111aur119 of our hlw,,iory infomalio11 and broadmi;,g ii lo 
a.,f,Nf"" tJ>idn- rrz11ge fJ/ plant awd 11nima/ spedts. Wt ftn'/1 rt.fin, 011r p/.annint llfld ,,u111ag1tMtrl pradit:ts lo 
intorporau II fpJilJer range of fortSI ,ms 1111d /;,11ra11. 

♦ Rt.txming our /u1roesli11g and siMeulfllftJI IJl:llf,)/tiu in Jiu NgAt of incrt1111d 11,uJmtanding of su111li1111/,k 
d«Je/opment. W, m>i/1 itttrod,m nef!P 1d111Jiftc tools to rtai«t /01u1 from jirts, and hip /oresls rtsisl instdJ and 
dist11u. W, oil/ rt/int our 11/Jllity lo msurt tlu eonti,rutd produditlit, of /Ju /oral. 

♦ 1!,t111b/islting ~orking models of slJJtainal,/1 fortst managn,unt ;,, all parts of Cauda to strVt as /4/Jonziarus for 
Pduancing rraliofl41 as vu/1 os international ,,,(}flJ}udgt and pnulias. T/Jos, wo 11st or ma,uzge our f1Jrots oil/ 
define //ldr tlltks and sta1'dardt by a;mml/lit1g to (0(/u of pra(/i« for tlttir o,pniulio11s. 

♦ 1 ncreasing 1114 opportunilill for //Jt Canadian public to ltaw 11 grtakr ta, in Aoaii f/uir forolJ an "ud a'IJd 
manag«I. W, t1Jill coof;lralhJtly ~pand our' ,apacil'j to ptrJ'lJidt //11 ptJ~/k flJJitA timely, act:11rat1 tJ"d bal.zncd 
inf"rma/1·011 of't IA, slat, of fortsls 11nd fonslry issua i11 Canada. 

♦ '/'a.ting measum 10 supp()rt tlte /ong./#ffl a;'PlpttilitJI pos/Jio11 of IA, /tJnsl t«Jl)r to i#p ii ma,, a grtakr 
(()tttri/,ution to our (Ommt,111ilies and lo tlu Canadian «<WJ"'7 11 a wo". 

♦ DNtlopir:g and 11pplyi1tg ntf!P knofJJJledgt and ted,nology to ad,ill'Ut su1111ina/Ju famt m1111agct1n11 and 11 
pro,rpero1i11 /<1rtsl «"M"'Y, 

+ Examint'ng our pro/m1'on.1JI and ttdt.ni~al education programs and mfJ)ifyt'ng //um r,/iere nte'-Ssary. Wt ,;ill 
examine 111' trainirt.g and edutatio11t1I needt of tllou m,,tq fJJ>Ori in tlu f,urst I«to,-. and introduet programs /0 

mut lltost ,u~ds. 

+ F.stab/is/Jing nrr,;, pamursl,ips I/Jal '(J)n/1 re/Itel lite imp<Jrlance of forests ltJ/ Aboriginal peoplt, mflintain i:f'l.d 

mltanc-.e cullural and spiritual valutt, and fad/ilak . ~pand«J tconomic oppr;rtunilus. 

♦ EncCJuraging pn·tJat, form <nJJnlf"s kJ man11g1 and a.emit s/tw>{lrdsltip of //ldr lands to in(l'eau IM 
,,miror1mer:1al, m;nom;c and social t,,111ji1r dtrivr.d from pooall /om/1. 

+ Ir, ~cognition of our global mporzsibi/ity, con1rib11ting to tlu conrerf.J4tioff <1nd w;iu u.u of forms uorldtind, 
tit rough errcourogtmenl, kadersltip attd Ille trans/tr of Jnow/«lg,. 

OUH GOH 

SusTAINARLE FORESTS: A CANADIAN CoMMITMENi 

OUR COAL J.S TO :-AAl!',;TAl~ A.'-ID ENI TA.NC£ THE LONG-TE.RM HEALTH OF OUR FORRST RrosYSTEMS, fOR nrn 
BENEFIT OF ALL LIV[NG THINGS HOTH NATIONALLY AND GLOBALLY, WHlLE PROVIDING ENVJRONMENT~L1 

EOO'.',IOM!C ► SOCIAL AND crLTlJflAL Of'l'OR"l'UNffll!S FOR THE RENEf'IT OF PiR~SENT AND fUTURR GENERATIONS. 




