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He belicves it is only 2 mateer of

' time before party politics infiltrates

the North, mostly because Iegislators
mnduigmg in mcial and

rivalries that he says have always
existed in the capital but belowr the

S

surface. © lc are beginning 10 ex-
ploit the of the system,”
he said.

He and other legislators say lhc
lack of party discipline in consensus
povernment and the fact that rc-
quests by mdividual members to ex-
tend Question Period are rarcly den-
icd have made it commoaplace to
badger cabinet mimisters into resig-
nation over trivial matters. .

They »ote that the members doing

the badgering, or their allies, can -

later be dected to fill the vacancy.
Such strategems doa’t carry the
samc risk as in the South, because
clection dates are act.inlaw in the tor-
rtury and govceroméntscan't fall.

~If you decide you waat to create
an opening in cabinet, you just go af-
ter somcbody, puunding them day
altcr day until they”ve had cnough,”
Ms. Lewis said. "Ounce you sense
thalpamkmaﬂuyourbbodday
aftcr day, you just capulaic.”

"This beppened, he said, to former

son, who resi
lio before Chwistraas after he
note 0 asother member asking for

mﬂfufuo&gamuminhh

ng.

Many people thought the note a
picayune matter. Mr. Lewis called it
a small “technical mistake.” But af-

!

|

ter days of rigorouns questioniag, Mr.
Panuwnda:ibdheandhisfamﬂy
had bad enough. He resigned, cost-
ing cabinet one of is most experi-

In another case of backbeachers’
wrath, Rencwable Resources Min-
ister Titus Allooloo was the subject
of an expensive conllict-of-interest
investigation because hc was [iving
with Betty Harmum, the temitnry’s
lanpuage commissioner. The investi-
gation found no contlict and Mr. Al
looloo kept his post.

Outside observers accused the two
native legisfators, who spearhcaded
the tobby for the investigation, of
simply. being upset becausc a non-na-
tive was hired for a government posi-
twon.

“It has nothing to do with any 30-
called conflict of interest or question
of accountability,” the Nunatsiaq
News wrote in an cditorial. “The
real reason 13 thet Betty Harnum, a

. non-native woman, was hired for the

job instead of two less-qualified
Dene males.”

The newspaper, widcly read in the
Nocth, went on to call the events in
the legislatwre - “Nocth Am"“":
most depressing soap opera.”
alitocial was budenf “Faough al-
ready.”

That sentiment was apparently
shared by another cabinet minister,

who was the first to resign last

Icy relations in Northern leglslature

. ® From Page Al

sprilg'lwuttothcllnpnlabou
a week ago,” John Ningack, a quict
Inuk from an Eastern Arctic riding,
told the Icgisiature belore resigning,
‘lhavclouscsiecpmfpdlsmonkt

and go to work the acxt day.
I | it very, very difficuit to be
onthlsudeofﬂuctablea(hupamc
ulartime.” .

Neflie Coumoyea, the NWT gov-
emment’s leader, chose not to be in-
terviewed on the subject of the legis-
laturc’s future. Buwmccs said that

Ms. and the 23 other
members of the

keenly aware that the public’s pa-
ncncclnsmtbm.

There s a growing recogmition
that pcople want the \cgislature to
spend moce time on scrious issues
facing the territory, such as its first
defiat, cuts in federal transfer pay-
ments and the impending creation of
Nunavet, the new terntory for the
{nuit of the Eastern Arctic.

“We've been fooling arownd with,
in the grand scheme of things, some
pretty minor issucs,” Mr. Patterson
said in an interview from Yellow-
knife.

Yet the past few months of batter
political battics may be only an
omen of things to come. This is be-
cause the dJelicatc balance of power
that nustured the non party system
has been upset by the decision this
yearto create Nunavut,

In 1999, when the [nuit get their
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own territorial povernment and
leave Yellowknife's legisiature, noo-
mtwamllforthcﬁmumcteprc-

sent a slight majority of the NWT's
remaining  population, raising
thomy questinns about how seats
will be divided.

Currently, there is an unwritten
3:’" to decide who gets into
inct. Four ministers must

ocome from the Easterm Arctic and
fwrﬁmmeWut.Smnc[kmand

majority in Yel-
Iowkmfe the hub of the icrritory’s

economy.

. The tensions have been smoathed
over in the pest by the prescnee of the
Inuit, who tend to be less militant
‘about exercising their rights and cac
be a moderating influcnoe on the
Dene, Métis and non-natives.

But Mr. Patterson, who is from
Igaluit in the Eastern Anvtic and was
territorial leader from 1987 to 1991,
worries that racial and regional ri-
valries may flare oncc Nunavut is
formed and a new powersharing
agreement has to be worked out in
the western half of the MW,

“Theve tsoenaudyagrmdalof
attention paid to a person’s cthnic
origin in the West,” Mr. Patterson
said. “I think there are a lot of peaple
in the West who are worried about
that. ‘The Inwit have always had a
sort of moderating influence on the

“1 couldsce the confrontations in-

creasing without that moderating in-
fluence around.”
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