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Icy relatiOns in N ortheni legislature 
•P-PaarAI 

He bdiews it is only a matllir of 
tune behe pa,1J poC'lbCI in61tratn 
Ille North. mosdy bn ,...- lcgislalors 
are indulainl in mcial and~ 
rinlria that be •JS bnc a1wa,s 
nbaal In the capital hut bd<J\', the .. ~. •= bcgimctit.g to a­
pJoit the -- of the s,-m, • 
hr said. 

He aad other ~ say the 
lad of party dilcipl~ in comeDSUS 
BDftfflmeal and the fact tta..t rc­
quetts by indmdual meuthei:s to ex­
lffld Quelttoa Pmod a« rarely den­
ial haft made ii coilllPOllpl.att IO 
..., OIMa.et miai9ku into raig­
natioa Cffl."l' lrivial ....aters. . 

TbeJ IMJR that the. GICtllhetS doing 
the ~ or Ihm allies. can 
late. be dcded to (tD the vacancy. 
Sul.it stra~ ~·t carry the 
same rm•• in die Soulh, hccausc 
ricdiun dato are xt.in law in the tcr­
ritury and ~can't fall 

-1r yo11 decide you want tu create 
.-0 1JPCIUII& in alritd, yoo just go af­
ltt ..... -bod1, pounding them day 
~ day Uldil ~w tad cuougb, • 
.M.-. Lrwil qjcf_ ·0ocr you seme 
IIYt people are aftr.r your blood day 
aftnday, youjustcapitulalt". -

Tlus t.ppc1.ed. be said, to fotmtt 
IOffDUIJffl( 1radet- Dermis Patter­
.... who raifDCd lht health portfo­
lio before Clwistnaas after he pu,cd a 
note tu wJtbec manbcr asking for :f:' fur fonding a mlllalffl ill his 

Man, people thought lhc note a 
paayate matttt. Mr. Lewis called it 
a 1naall -•~ mistuc. • Hut af-

, 

ter clays of na,,io.s questiOftio& Mr. 
Pdet,on dtr idr,d he and his family 
had had enough. He ~. CO!l­
iag cabinet Ollr of ifs mmt expcri­
erxrd nrinisms . 

In anolber case ol battbeachm' 
wrath, Rclicwabk Raoun:es Min:­
iskr T'rtas Allooloo was the smjcct 
of u expcnsi~ ooaftict-of--intcrest 
invesrigat,oo because he was rrring 
with Betty ff~ the territory's 
~ rummissioner. The inffsti­
gauoo found no cooflict aod Mr. Al­
.lookJo kq,t his posL 

Out!ade ob,elYftS accused the two 
natiff tegistaror,. who spearheaded 
the lobby b the inftSliptioa, of 
simply. bciag upset because a non-na­
tift was himd fur a ~mmem pmi-
tion. . 

- .. It has nothing to do wm any 30-­

callcd cunftid of interest or question 
of acaJantabiity,.. the NunalSiaq 
News wn.Jtt in an editorial. •·111e 
lefll reason is· thllt Detty lla.rnum. a 
non-natitt woman, wash~ '1r the 
job instead ~ two less-qaali(ICd 
Derr males.· 

1'ht ncw,papcr, widdJ tcad in 1hr 
North. went on to call the ~ in 
the lqpslalatt · •North America•• 
mott dqnas~{ opera.• The 
alilUl'ial was •P.nough al-
ready.• 

That lentiment was apparmtly 
shared by another cabinet mi■ister, 
who was lhe first to resign last 

~- ·1 MIit to the .hospital alJoul 
a week a,,,.• John Ninprk, a qwet 
lnuk from an Easran Aretic riding. 
told the legislature bdore ~ 
• 1 have lo U3IC sleeping pills in order 
to sleep and iD to work the nat day. 
... 1 li.t it W!IY, very difficult to be 
on this side of the tabl~ at this partic­
ular time. " . 

Nenie Coumoyca, the NWT gov­
ernment•• leader, chose DOt ro be in­
tcrvicwaf on the subject of the legis. 
Jaturc' $ ruture. But sowces said that 
Ms. COll.1ffl()Jea and. the 23 odxr 
members ol the goYfflllJlfflt are 
keenly awaR t'1af the public's pa-. 
tiencc bas wom thin. 

1nae is a growing ,a,. .. u,n 
that people want rhe qislatu~ to 
.spend mon: time on serious issues 
f.acinJ the territory, StJdl as ilS first 
deficit, CUU in kdmtl transfer pay­
mcnb ~nd the impending creation of 
Nuna1'11t. the .new territory for thr 
lnu.it of the (~em Arctic. 

·-we•vc lw.m tooling arolllld with, 
in lhe graad scheme of things. some 
pretty minor is.1UCS,. Mr. Patteaon 
said in an i•• wiew from YeDow­
kn.i~. 

Yet the past few mootbl of bitter 
potitiad batdcs may be c,fl(y u 
omM oltfungs to come. Thi, is~­
call!e the delicate balance ol powa­
that nurtuml the non-party sy,tan 
has been upset by the decision this 
yeartomatcNunavut 

In 1999, when the Inuit get theiJ-
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own tattoriaJ IOffl'IIJDCm and 
leave Ydlowknire's kgislatwe, IIOll­

oativcs will for the first time~ 
lent a slight majority of the NWrs 
remaining popu.latioa, raising 
thorny quesh)M about how seats 
will be diY.idcd. 

Cwttntly, t.hcrc is an unwrittm 
quota systffll to decide who telS inlD 
the c:abinet. Four ministffl must 
oomc from the F.askra An..-lic and 
fi>ur from dae West Some Dene and 
Mttis k:aders have receady lobbied 
(or all the cabinet JJ051S from the 
West to be lilied by nati~ some­
thing that docs not sit wdl with 
whites, who are tM majority in Yd­
lowknife, the hub of the 1euiituty's 
economy. 

_ 1be tmsions ba~ been smoothed 
ovn in the past by the presence of the 
Inuit, who tend to be ~ militant 
about aercising their rights and can 
br a moderariog intlocnoe on the 
tJcnc. M.ctttand INJIHWiYCS. 

Out Mr. Paumoa, w!M> is fium 
Iqaluit ia the f!a1stcm An'tic and was 
territorial bda- from 1987to 1991. 
worries that racial and regional ri­
mries may· Rare once NWlaYUt is 
'1nncd and a new p.lWer-sharing 
agn:ement has lo • wotb:d oot in 
the~ha1foftlleNWI'. 
~ is ~ttaiuly a grat deal of 

attention paid to a prnon's ethnic 
origi11 in th: West.• Mr. Patterson 
said. ·1 think lhrtt-att a lot or ptOple 
in the West who att wo.rried abou• 
that. ·n.c Inuit have a1-w.tys had a 
sort or moderati~ mnucn« on the 
lcgi.11atutt. 

"'I could see o~ confrontations in­
al!Mfflg without that moderaJing in. 
ftueux around.· 


