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FORT SMITH NATIVE BANC 
P.O. BOX 980 

FORT SMITH, N.W.T. XOE □PO 
PHONE [403) B7a-asss or [4□3J 872-3414 

Department of Justice 
Honourable Stephen Kakfwi 
Minister of Justice 
P . D . Bo::< 1 320 
Yellowknife, N.W.T. 
XlA 2L9 

Dear Sir: 

This letter is to ~ddress the River Ridge Secure facility in 
our c6mmunity. Firstly, I must ad~it I am disappointed to 
hear that intern~! Government bureaucrats have determined to 
change t.he f ac i 1 i ty tc, an "open c.ustody" facility. The fact. 
that our community was not consulted in determining the fate 
of the facility and the Band cannot se@ any logic at &11 t6 
redesign the facility•~ purpose and structure. As far as th~ 
Band is concerned we have no problems with the River Ridge 
Facility. I would request that proper community consultation 
occur before any proposal is put forth by Government 
Bureaucrats . 

The community should be the main factor of determining the 
fa~e of the facility for it has been this community that has 
hosted this facility which has become a part of the 
community•~ social fabric. 

I would strongly µrge the department to seriously consider 
the community 1 s concerns before anything changes at the River 
Ridge Secure Facility is made. 

For any concerns please feel free to contact rrie at 872-2985. 

Masi Cho, 

4~v/ {)-e.~~---
-k.1r Chief ...Terry Paulett.e 

and CcnJnc i 1 

Tl"le logo legend incorporetee tv,,,o arrows t0 reprl!!lll!!!lent the Cree and O'tipewyan tnb•■ ~l"'I the elements cif ~ drum deaig, r~ 
ting tl"le aun. fire repreeentin~ the etern1'91 flame and the wet~9" design on etw t:a"lt repr,e--,ea the ri,pide of the Sieve F=ll\191"'. The t11epea 
reprea-,ea the settlement of Fore Smitn. The bot.tom data [1889) l"'epl"esante the elgning or Tr911!tty a, While 1984 l"eccrda tt'l8 yHr etie 
loge we& put into uae. Tne diagcrel see rt N9prnente the 80tl'I pal"allel. The d01.1Dle pointed 119N'CW &t'clW■ the joir.ng of tihe necive peopi■ in 
tt"le communrty. The lightning bolt repre&el"1t9 r.he power to vot:11, -while u,e bow sid arrow r-apr■--nt ~ _,d native ~. 




