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By PAUL RODGERS

Stalf Writer .
Edmonton Mayor Jan Reimer was both lavded and-
+ condemned yesterday Tor r § {0 wear her chain of

o office at ¢ity council's swearing-int ceremony.
! . Relmer suid ghe decided not to wear old and!
sllver chain because it's mounted on beaver pelts « and
she doesn’t suppatt the far trade. Co Lo
‘Retirsd Capt, Max Podluzny, who designed the chain
with Itz 37 military and police badges, said the move
showed pollticai nalvety and disregpect for those Ed-
montonians who dled fighting for their country.

“She's goluf to kil berself politically If she koeps
doing things ke this” sald Podluzny. “She should get
somepedpie 10 adilse ber on protocol.” SR

Lt-Cinds. Wally Weést, who organized the presentation
of the chains by the Edmouton United Services Institute
in 1883, sid Relmet's decision was & paor one. o

' “The chain represents thousands of citizens who gave:
|, thelr lives for their elty and their country,” he said. |
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SHUNS CHAIN OF OFFICE

1 9aid he naw no good reason why -
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Reimer wouldn't wear the symbol of her authority.
S (X ;}:rropmn for the mayor 1o wear tae rappings
of the office,” he said. "And I don't see atything wrodg
with the beaver pelt belng part of thoss trappings.”
. Formet mayors Laurence Decore and Terry Cavan-
agh both wore the chaln during ceremonlal functions..
But Claire Flawilt, an animal rights group spokes-
man, said Rejmer made an excellent decision. .
“Trapping i« killlng enimals for frivoloys reasons”
. aaid Flewitt, from Albertans for the Ethical Treatment
of Anlmals. “People wouldn't kill them If sorpeone didn’t
use the furs.” , -
Alter councll's inaugural meeting on the east patioof
the Edmonton Conventicn Centre, er sald: “I donot
support the fur trade, You see a lot of sulfering
animalp.” ' o '
Relmer sald the chaln is an (tem {or display — not use.
The chalnsits in & casein the mayor's reception room. *
® Relmer takes control, Page28. ., . - .
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