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4 gain and much to lose under. the proposed fres-trade agreesent .
© with the United Btiates, waye a new study relensod nmday‘bv thl"‘
~ Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatlveyy: .
». Canada’s BO,83d northerners, hundreds o¥ kilosetres rucmd” SR

from the Anerican border to the south, are-unlikely to' qotlu ihl Vo L .-

“reduction in tariffs _ a kind of border tax . on 1npcrted AT o, e
" American goods, Ehe repart mayw, i : 4 IS ’ . é ;

. **The high cost of goods to consusers’ and busimuﬂ in' th
‘4 North is due not to tariffs but to the high costs of- Sywgn

transportinq, storing(and dxstributing theu goods,’_’ uyﬁ !:h!
¢ report.
' Amencnn taerl Will also be phaud oution suunf Camd’a’ v
. horthern exports, but the report nays unproeened fura |lrudy§" A
4 enter the United Btateg tariff~free, Thers in a-high tarif$ on
. fur coats, but they are sanufactured in southern Canada, :: ‘f‘i; Mol
.. In raturn for lisited benefitw, the report says the trade’ dul EEY S
;: rould seriously lisit the use of subsidies and other programs by ;.

"the federal and territorial governsents ta nurturn the fraqllm'f’f“”K
rorthern econoay, says the report, . | il
***Wg have a number of concerns about. thn -fhct u# thn i3
fru—trade agreement upon the political capacity pf northarneﬁ;
ta carry plt an appropriate economic developsent strategy {er‘
their reglun." says the study from the think-tank, which:;

- congiders itself an alternative to lﬂ"l busmnlwrlentoo‘ qrm,,
by
J,,sme:h a5 the Fraser Institute. Ky o hm\é\;‘
! The report says the trade aqreeunt cuuld Almyémﬂi ;’uf .
future comprehensive land claiws by native groups pecause the's
settlenents might discriminate aqainst Auricgn buninum in
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; favor of native enterprises, . . L oh ‘._ 5 g : o

' “'The free-trade agreement i ﬂldnt on thb question ?f o -

., dts provisions sight affect thc lnpumntatim nf € rehunsl ve L .

i' claims settlesents.’’. ety ok T ’ /
1 However, the report ways 1t'a tnpmb;'lt;ta-gm u ke rR ‘
) fupact of the deal on the northern. ecanoay IMI nay o! lih unt ," ‘ ! C

; tho lgrmmt il actually in placog\; 4 b t i
 gconon s ’-‘- i R Lo .

‘"¢ The northern ucmauv stm -Targely Hased" an' hunting lam V v

trapping . 1w s0 small in COIPJNIM to the rest of Canada thi’ W
- violations of the trade deal might not bothnr the Aeericant. R4 . -

LD U"With bigger flsh to fry, it {s-ponsible’that U,B, .ok Hide |V
b cmrporattanl will not challenge northern initiatives Nhich l ghty:

But the repcrt uarnl that ngadq'a northarmmst citizens,
should watch the progress of the fhdde agreesent clmelys i
_The fate of the proposed trade deal will be decided It ARG
current caspaign for the Nov. 21 federal election.’ Unless rinel
Minister Brian Mulroney’s Conservative gavernment 1 returred -
with a njnrity, bath NDP Leader Ed Broadbent. and the*Liblr., LAk

. Lsader John' Turner plan to kill dit.. . <. 5.7, @ i
© Under the deal, the world’s two largest’ iinding partners’
“bagin phanng out tarnfs, and éthar trade rutric tong gver: )
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years beginnlnq next January. to
Mulroney has said the deal will mean /a “jackpot" of -
1ncreased trade 'with the United Btates and increased econndic

be hindered.
However , upponents gay the pricn to tanadian sovorcignty is 4
too high. v*;t
The Northwest Territories goverment has qiven the tr|d¢~d|nl,'

qualified support, while the gnvernment in the Vukan has ltrnngar{f

reservations. A

School of Public Administration and consultant Peter. Usher Iays

the trade deal will immediately limit the power of governments:ig,

set a lower domestic price for. enerqy 2 crltlcul camnndﬂtylln
the northern climate. DR

But the report says the real concern for northernlrni ull
the first five to seven years of the agreement. During that"
period, Canada and the United States are'to nagotiate a ci
get of rules to govern what kind of subsidies will be allowed;

"‘The real outcouws depands on the subsidy . nogotiationu-and
implementation of the free-trade agreesent and- the||4lvun§ ard
many years away,’’ says the report. .. - <
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