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Mr. Donat M11ortok, 
President, 
Tungav1t Federation of Nunavut, 
130 Sliter Street, 
Suite 1200, 

· Ottawa, Ontario 
KlP 6£2 

Dear Hr. Nilortok: 

October 5, 1988 

Following the strong concern you expressed about the posf tf on 
our government took on language rights as an item to be negotiated 
as part of your land claims agreement, the Executive Councfl h1s 
reviewed our pos1tfon. We have considered at length a broad range 
of options open to the government. 

As I III sure you are aware, frm the point of vfew of the 
terrftorfal government, this ts an issue of considerable complexity. 
Factors which have been considered fn our discussions include 
cost 111pl1cat1ons to this and future governments (including 1 
Nunavut Terr1torta1 Govemment), legal and constftut1ona1 
consfderatfons, including the restrtctfons now imposed :.·on· -us by 
amendments to the Offfcfal Languages Act, the 11■1ttd 1viflibf1tty··· 
of human resources, and the nUllber of other abori g1 na 1 1 anguages · 
1n the Northwest Territories. 

I want to assure you that we do support your objectives of 
presenation. official recognition and strengthening of the 
Inukt1tut language 1n the N.W. T. It 1s a prforf ty of our 
government. However we need to take the time to sf t down together 
to develop our strategies on thfs complex issue. We would lite 
to develop a joint position with you whtch we could both present 
to the Federal Government at the claims table. In this w.y I 
am sure we will be able to develop strong proposals to persuade 
the Federal Government to modify their stand • 
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I would suggest that our Coan1ttee on Political and Constitutional 
Development and your Executive meet together as soon as possf ble 
to discuss and work together on a strategy. Please contact 111 
office to arrange a convenient time and place. In the meantime, 
Mr. Patterson and I will look forward to accepting your t1nd 
invitation to attend your Annual General Meeting where we 111y 
be able to discuss this f ssue, the Northern Accord, and other 
subjects of autual interest. ' 

c.c. Mr. Bob Kadlun, 
Chief Negotiator, 
TFN 

Members, 
Po11t1ca1 and Const1tut1ona1 
Development CoaD1ttee 

Sincerely, 

Orf gfnal SJgned By 
TITUS ALLOOLOO 

Titus Allooloo, 
Minister 


