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c;11cuupoL41 4pp41u · NA,NDATI, GOALS, QBJICIJYBS 

This paper provides Members ol the Le1ilJ1tJve Assembly witb u overvJew 
of an 1mport&tnt new iniliaUve - the Circumpolar Affairs Pr01r1m - which has 
been lmpJemented by Oovernment Leader Dennis Patteraon 1n hi• capacity 
as MlnJner ri Jn1er1ovemm,ntaJ Alflira with Cabinet Approval. 

B,6CIGIQQND; 

Dutinl the past sll mo11ths. Mr. Patterton bu moved quJcJcJy lo beain 
implemen~ation ot this program which was tirsi addreued in the ''DirectJoa 
for the 14)90 's" document tabled durq Ult 1981 Buda•t Stnlon. 

. On Au1ust I. 1988, Mr. W1J1er SUpehenko be1111 wortina in bJ9 capacity aa 
Director o! Circumpolar Affairs. He brinas with him 22 ye1r1 or tiperlence 
in this area with the f 1der11 government and a weaJth of contacts m 
circumi,oJar nations as well 11 the C&n1di1n North. 

Second, in Jate JuJy, Cabinet approved a CircumPo1ar Attair1 mandate, 10&11. 
objectjves &Ad workplao for tbt nexi three year,. 

MANPAII: 

The generaJ mandaie or t.be Circumpolar Artaira pr09ram i1 to 111,rt the 
N.W.T. Government's JeajtJmate roJe II a major part!cJpant at Ult 
interoationa1 JeveJ, wJth particular empha&Js oo reepondma to ,ircumpo!ar 
issues of I political, e,onomic. social, sdent.ltlc and cuJturaJ nature and 
devetopJna olf!ciat contact with circumpolar 1overnment•. 
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GOALS AKP QBJICTIYR.1: 

Specific 1oal1 ■nd obfectJves have been 1et tor the abort and lC>nl tern,. Tiley 
mcJude t.ht r oUowfna; 

• DevtJopifts • Circumpolar Afflirt policy to avide decJflon·maldna by 
Cabinet and Dtpartmentt; 

• Reviewing the N. W .T. Governmellt ·• currtttt involvemtnt with 
circumpolar natJon, ,and other countries ,ucll 11 AustraUa and New Zea.land); 

• CoordJnatins tbe N.W.T. Oovernment's juvoJvement In the 
Canada/USSR Arctic S~ience Ezchanse Proaram: 

• B1aminin1 tbt N.W.T. Government's proP09ed role in the Canada/USSR 
Arctic Cooperation A1reement: 

• Dltsem1nation ot. inlormatton on the forelan north to N.W.T. 
Government dopartaients a.ad the Leab1atJve AHembly; 

• Identification or business and trade opporiunitie1 wben tbe Northwest 
Territories bas product,. services and techno109y Which can bt npotted, 
and; 

• Coordination of current e1chan1es be&weeQ the N.W.T. Government 
ind cireu m polar natlona. 
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PIDBBAL ACTION; 

'fhb is an ambitious proaram by a territorial aovernment in aa area vhich is 
traditionally Lhouaht to be t.ht federal 1overnmtnl'1 responsibility, 

Work ls underway to establish with offlciaJs from th, Department or Bnern&l 
Affairs the parameters or the N.W.T.'s Circumpolar poUcy. 

On September 30th, 198 8 it was agreed that a terr1tm'ia1 C!rcumpoJar Attain 
policy can be developed, 11 lont a, it ia within Ule frameworl of Ca1\ad1'1 
national interest IU1hli&hted in a report by t.be SpeciaJ johlt Committee or Ule 
Senate and ot the House ot Commons. lndooendeoce &Ad Jntecnatinnflltm, 
and the Ceder al aovernmenf, response by the Right Honourable Jot Clark 1ft 
bis report. Canada's Internationat BeJatlpns; R11oan1e of the Qovecnment <i 
CAnada io the Be;prt or tt, Special Joint eommJtte• or th• senate and Hou11 
or Commcms. 

C.Opie1 ol lbese reports nave been made availabJe to tl:le L11islatJve 
Assembly, 

UICUTIYB CQUtfCIL ACIIQB: 

Some ot the lnitiaUves provided by our Ottawa ornce over the past th 
months are !bled b,low; 

• Di1cus1ions have taken place with atriciaJ.1 from Greealaftd con.cerniq 
a ~toposed educadona! e1cJtan1e witb the Ba!tln Re1ioii. T.bree GreeoJandlc 
students will be comlna to the Battin Region to study JnuktiLut and BnalltA 
tor a ten month period. 

• Usider the auttpicee or tbe Canada/U.S.S.R. Arctic Science Blchanao 
Agreement, two exch1t19e1 have occurred on the 1ubject ot dorthtro 
constructfott and 11oci04 economic impacts or Jarae 1caJe development. The 
Jater e1chan9e itlcluded a vi1it to Soviet Yuat Territory. 
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'· w;tn re1p1ct to the Cl1l1da/U,S.S.R. eooptraUon aareem,nt, di1cu11i0111 
wiH take place betwnn officials off ederaJ and Soviet governments durln1 
November in Moscow to finalize 111 11reement between both countrle1. 
ONWT lnteresu nave been lnoorporated in thJ1 proaram.me and after it is 
slgned, interdepartmentaJ discussJon1 vm take place to determine 1pecitlc 
ONWT depar1me11t11 lnvo1vement in the propoaed aareement. . 

• .:pur interventions toa•ther witb tho•• ot the f1dera1 aovern meat 
helped persuade tbe Soviet government to permit Soviet YuJt to p1rtlcipate 
in future ICC Assemblies includins the recent ICC vl1Jt to ChukotJta. 

tUBIIQIJ.\L ACIJQM; 

Input from Members ct tbt Le1lsl1tive Assembly i1 beiq 1ou1bt on bow t.o. 
become actiVely jnvoJved in thi, ntw initiative. Some ot the ldeu already 
brou1h1 forward iftclude: 

• Circulation at a Jlew1J1tter (3 or 4 tJme1 a yeiar)i>UlHnio1 curreni 
deveJo" men ts taldn& place Jn the f oreian north toaether 11Jth I calendar ot 
eveots (proposed conterences, seminar1, and otfic.iaJ vlsJtl) 10 tbat Member, 
can have the opportunity to participate more actively; 

• Direct involvement by jnterest,d Members in current and proposed 
•tcbange, and vi,it1, lftd; 

1 AcetHJbiliiy to transJated reports on the toreian norlb 11 requested 
by Members. 

Wort is already ~nderway in dev,loplna a drift Clrcum~lar Affairs policy. 
Members' ideas and vjews are important and they are encouraaed to 
corrt1pond directly wJtn th, MJniater ot lnttr9ov1rnmeatal Aff a.lr1 on tbi1 
i11ue. 
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