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Deer Me'om: 

It hes recently come to our ettention that dects1ons mede by the 
Keewttt1n Ragtan81 HeB1th Boord ore be1ng overtumed by outstde health 
egenc1es. 

We ara peruculerly disturbed to heer of the s1tu~t1on wh1ch hes an sen 
regard1ng the delivery of dental services for our region. Last June our 
heelth board passed emotion whereby de11vary of dente1 services w1thtn 
the Keewatin would be sp11t between the medical unit of the University 
of Menitobe and a pr1Yete sector firm. It wes felt that such en 
errengement would be an improvement over that which existed 1n the 
pest. The terrttorHU Department of Health was awere of the board's 
decision (the terrttor1a1 Clente1 officer, Dr. Michael Lew1s wes present 
during the meetings of the sub-committee este.bltshed by the boerd to 
cleel w1th the s1tuet1on lote lest spnng) end epperentty has 1n no wey 
supported tts dec1stons. The mettar seems further muddled by the 
interference of the Med1ca1 Services Brench of Health end Welfare canede 
_who ultlmtttely oyerturned the boani·s dec1ston. 

This 1e-,ds me to esk, hes the delivery of health serv~ces truly been 
devolved down to the reg1o~el level? Is ours only e token boen:I to be 
given respons1b111t1es only on the whim of governments which are reedy 
to overturn dec1 s1 ons they do not egree w1 th? 

Both the Keeweun Inuit Assoc1etton and the Keewettn Regtone1 Council 
hove lobbied for years to get e res1dent dentist for our reg1on. We are 
outregecJ ot le&rntng our asptrattons, whfoh we neiYely thought _hed been 
realized, hBve been cioshed by some cnstent bureaucrel1c body. 
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Tha pnvata tJantel ftrm op1ret1ng tn Renk1n Inlet hes estab11shad en off1ca et great 
expense end hes hired I second denttst to help provtde on-
going services to Whete cove end Eskimo Pofnt (1n occordanca w1th the health 
boanfs decision). Th1s new edd1t1on to the1r steff has travelled a11 the way from 
Englena to Jo1n the Keewatin practice. Does the government thtnk the commun1ty 
of Rankin Inlet elone cen support two cJant1sts7 Can they afford to absorb the 
treve1 enel accommodat1on costs to Whale Cove end Esk1mo Po1nt without 
government support? Do not the wishes of these two communtttes heva e beanng 
on the matter? 

Are the recent rulings or Medical Servtces tn the best 1nterests of the Keewettn? 
Most 1mportantly whet era you, 8S M1n1ster of Health, plenntng to do to rect1fy th1s 
s1tuat1on? 

After years of wettfng we finally have our rr.~s1dent dentist. We now depend on you 
to ensure he remetns. I trust you w11l act tn the best interests of our people and 
eddress our concerns. Allow our health board to t!Ct in e real capecttu without 
fear of 1ntervent1on from outside sources, give them the autonomy to act 
1 ndependent 1 y. 

Yours t 

~ 
· M1 ke t ghtstone 
Execut 1 ve 01 rector 

cc Peter Ernerk - MLA, A1Y111k RICUng 
Keewatin Regional Health Boerd 
Keewatin Regional Counc1J-


