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8r1en ~- weir, P. Geoi., 
Box 1975, 
Yellowknife, NWT. 
X 1 A 2P5 
Oct. 15, 1990 . Godm!f"tent Ubrary 

n1e Hon .. Jake Epp, 
~-11n1 ster of Energy Mines & Resources., 
580 6ooUi Street, 

OCT 1 7 1990 

Gov8rmm,n1 of N.W.T. 0 t t a \•V a .• D n t. 
K 1 A OE4 

YeHowknife. N.W.T. 

Dear Mr. Minister: 

re: the showing of the National Film Board film "Uranium" 

I am wr1 ting you after viewing the film 1 ast night in Vel 1 owkni f e, at 
a ·s second public shov-11 ng. 

The documentary 1 s a bl at ant ant 1-uranium, ant1-bus1 ness, anti­
government propaganda f i 1 m. It is to be shown tomorrow in Beker Lake, the 
centre of the Kiggovik uremium mine debote. This fnm is not designed to 
inform, but rather to incense the netive community against whites and their 
"system". 

Considertng where the next viewings are to be, I object strongly to: 
1) a government sponsored travelling circus under the guise of the Nati ona 1 
Film Board, which 1 n the f i 1 m and in the panel d1 scuss1 on 1 ater, accuse the 
Atomic Energy Board and the regulatory agencies of favouritism, 
incompetence, deceit ond lying. I believe the comments made by Mr. Dale 
Pr,111 i ps the producer and Dr. Jim Harding the consultant, to be, or on the 
verge of being, libellous. They ere b.ound to make the government look like a 
ship of untrustworthy fools to the Baker Lake natives. As you kno·w, tr,e 
natives a 1 ready have 1i tt 1 e confidence in the FE ARO process. 
2) a tax-payer sponsored side show extolling an emotional, irresponsible, 
narrow-minded and largely incorrect version of a sensitive subject that 
requires sober thought based on sc1entif1c evidence, not on wh1msey and 
rhetoric~ 
3) en ent i-urani um consultant, Dr. Jim Harding trove 111 ng to these viewings 
(and I presume paid) with the NFB and only inviting industry representation 
at the last moment. The NWT Chamber of Mines was invited by telephone on 
Thursday morning for the Sunday evening panel discussion. 

How can you as Minister, allow one government group to go into Baker 
Lake, with an apparent agenda of fomenting ant1-nuclear and racist fee11ngs, 
and pub11ca11y make damn1ng and, I trust, false accusations aga1nst the 
Atomic Energy Boe1rd e1nd the nuclear regul etory c,genci es? 



I believe that the NFB's actions are reprehensible and libellous use of 
public funds for narrow-minded and self-centred purposes! 

Yours truly, 
/' - F / J~--<- ---c., 

/~~~~_,--..) 

; 
. • . ~·~ I 

T_Vt/ tA k, :, , 1-1 ~ t'W'lm , ~ 

• .' l-~~~~~•~~t9'·$..y: ~HQ n J1 a re e 1 Masse 
•. ., .. ,... Hon. Ethel Blondin 

Brian E. Weir, P. Geo 1. 

Hon. Ne 11 i e Cournoyeo 
,'for-1. GMl)o,-v tv~A-y 

,F/MNCO/S M//CcZ•ot..A 1 /\/FIJ 



~":~ rior::jur·~Dle Etr1el Blondin, 
:·-: ~· fc1r t_he We::~ern Arctic, 

- 1 l_,' ., .... y - ~ '!1 -.w ·· n 1 r·,., box i ) I ..._ .. ! I:; I u ,, I • r:: I 

N.WT X1A 2PS 
15 October, 1 990 

_:":-· •'>~r,~' ;3~:fncec1 ne ·~ec:cnd -~r,owrng cf the a/n fi;m an,:: t:-'i8 cue·;t1e:n C:E:ri':.,:: vv1t~ :'":e 
·:•~vl::' 1·r1:r!~r'~-s~•J:·:,c-81j r,;_~ne: :::ccon·,panv,nQ tr.1s on its C3:·,adL3r-: ;c,u:··. H1is n·!Gv11;.·:,-:11rj 1t:, 
Trecr.u, ·.v:~·:, 3 ::e11oerate eft°l::rt. tc •3how that the ur:3n1um mines ha\.'8 dumoerj t,j1lin1J3 into 
,.,dte:· ·=··/·:-~ems ::ri \N;i ic!, gr cups or" nat 1ve Canadians ncive aepended,and tt-1at few other-·; Ci.it'e. : i-i 

e:r"fe-ct, it is -:i scaremongering, racist diatribe purposing that radioactive resource·3 shou1d be 
put to no use whatever because tr,e 1jangers [which I know are really very modest comparea witn 
t:-,:J:-e ::if coa1 rn1nrng production and use] outweigh the probable benefits. The maker:. adrt1!ttfd to 
us t.r.~t. t.r,i, film r,ad been turned down by ·'the Nature of Things" CBC TY Programme. 

i wonder·· how many among us at the showinrJ in Yellowknife had benefitted alreadv frcm 
cent3l and rned1c~1 :-<-ray~, revealing needs for treatment, or en,ioyed the relief of finding out 
::·_;3f ti·te bOL~:/ ~,,=ir'ts :"- -r-;_wec ·w-er e sound, after a 11? How many of us ( beside the one : kn.Jw on 
,-:,:.vsd tt'>?.ir atter,dance to ra:jiolow treatments recieved for- cancer or T.B.? How many of 'JS h.::1J 
ever eaten 3n 1rr·a,jiqted sandwich from a dispenser or cooler, confident of enJO'✓ lnQ a nutr1t1ous 
sr~ck w1th no 111 effects·) How many of us realize that pipelines can't b8 t,u1it ,;.;ithout r.'jCiat1cr,­
-1t 1·:; 1.;se:j to C18tect cr·acKs ~n tr,ewelded pipes. Important metal component'S in machinffy are 
a1 1 7.es~ed 7°or ~racks using x-ray tschnology . 

.,N~;~t mc:·e i war:t to haopen is for all of us to make responsitile, co-operative pr )Jr"~·::, 
~;:,--t,\:,r-G r:·JClsar generatea electncity for heating our' nortr,ern homes. Wind anc solar ;::·~ .-.i:·· 1

: 

1~ood in :,c1me place::. 1r, the United .States but it is too intermittent for us. Our davs are pretty 
short 1n winter' to charge up enough solar energy to last all night even if everyone cou1a Jffor-a 
t'"ie .5::''?C').3i are:r11tecture It taKes tv.;o or tr1ree solar panels just to cr1arge up a t"..,ve,'.ve vo:t 
t.Gt~_er-y t:J ri..?"i a T.V. .A.sour population is growing fast, our forests are not inexhau·sib le. :~2 
·3:-noke 1~.n·t gooc fo; us, either. Oil 1s presentiy becoming scarcer ana more expensive. ,s :::e 
=~iJen1 i3ove,· nment trying to pr-event the home-heating benefits to Northerner·3 by s ⇒ cr·;-:,;jr-:r;g 

thi-:; div\:.ive movie? Is paranoia contagious?-- A panellist, one of those in the sere.en cre.1jits, 
Cv ,Jin! Hardin1J, told us i,e suspected trie Government o_f concea11ng Swedisr, solar· teCYi01ogy 
from C3n,:1d~ans [available on magazine racks in Yellowknife for several years, Harrowsmit~-. 
etc. J : nterestingly, my Atlas si,ows tnat Sweden's winter 1s generatly war mer tnan trie r•i'vV. T. 
·.;.;:nter, and that there is at least one nuclear energy producing plant within. 100 rni1es of 
::,tCCKhOlm. 

Finaily, ori a risk level list that I read last week, Heart Disease, Cancer and Srr:oke w2-:e 
among the most common causes of death whereas Uranium hazards are about .02 on the scaie 
i='rr:si-: ground peanut tiutter is .st ( because of a mold called aflatoxin B wh1cr, was featurec :r: a 
~.c-::t on the CBC TV -Journal last week.) 1'11 continue to eat peanut butter 3 or 4 times a wte"'­
',:,;"" trie rest of my 1 ife I probably, as I r1ave for almost 50 years! 

P)8ijSe tell this Government. to" get real" and to get uranium working for us Nor·tr-1er·n8:··3 
.33 -:.afe lv, co-aper at 1ve ly and efficiently as possible. 

Yours truly, 
,. 1 C/,,1~ ,& U,/~~•, I 

TeacA.~1"'j· ,4.,'r:le 
,:r, H, S':s~cll.S ~c-J..«./ 
fo•"' l'Y ye.e1.rs. 




