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Dear Mr. Minister
re: the showing of the National Film Board film “Uranium”

| am writing you after viewing the film last night in Yellowknife, at
it's second public showing.

The documentary is a biatant anti-uranium, anti-business, anti-
government propaganda film. It is to be shown tomorrow-in Baker Lake, the
centre of the Kiggavik uranium mine debate. This film is not designed to
inform, but rather to incense the native community against whites and their
‘system”.

Considering where the next viewings are to be, | object stronglg to:
1) & government sponsored travelling circus under the guise of the National
Film Board, which in the film and in the panel discussion later, accuse the
Atomic Energy Board and the regulatory agencies of favouritism,
incompetence, deceit and lying. | believe the comments made by Mr. Dale

‘Phillips the producer and Dr. Jim Harding the consuitant, to be, or on the
verge of being, libellous. They aere bound to make the government look like 8
ship of untrustworthy fools to the Baker Lake natives. As you know, the
natives already have littie confidence in the FEARO process.

2) a tax-payer sponsored side show extolling an emotional, irresponsible,
narrow-minded and largely incorrect version of & sensitive subject that
requires sober thought based on scientific evidence, not on whimsey and
rhetoric.

3) an anti-uranium consultant, Dr. Jim Harding travelling to these viewings
(and | presume paid) with the NFB and only inviting industry representation
at the last moment. The NWT Chamber of Mines was invited by telephone on
Thursday morning for the Sunday evening panel discussion.

How can you as Minister, allow one government group to go into Baker
Lake, with an apparent agenda of fomenting anti-nuclear and racist feelings,
and publically make damning and, | trust, false accusations against the
Atomic Energy Board and the nuclear regulstory agencies?
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| believe that the NFB's actions are reprehensible and Hbellous'use of
public funds for narrow-minded and self-centred purposes!

Yours truly,
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Tre Hongurable Ethel Blondin, 15 October, 1990
M2 for the Westarn Arctic,

re Uranium  an NF B film, and nuciear 2nergy

3T NIGAT alenced the

scond showing o fthea/n f1im and tne question fericd wits (ne

Soverinert=soonscred paAnes accompanytng this on its Canadian Tour, This movigand s
] rr?r." . &as g cehperate pff*ft te show that the uranium mines have dumped tathings into
3'8 ETemiS orownich groups of native Canadians have gepended and that few other s care. in

eot. 1118 a scaremonger ing, racist diatribe purposing that radicactive resources should be
uf 0 n¢ use whatever because the dangers [which | know are really very modest compared with

ase of oal r.‘.‘mng production and use] outweigh the probable benefits. The makers agriitted 10
13 !Ahet this film had been turned down by "the Nature of Things” CBC TY Programme.
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I wonder how many among us at the showing in Yellowknife had benefitied already from
aental and mediwal x-rays revealing needs for treatment, or enjoyed the relief of finding cut
At the bogy carts x-raved were sound, arter all? How many of us (beside the one | kriaw of!
swEG thair attendance to radiology treatments recieved for cancer or T.B.7 How many of us had
ever eaten an 1rradigted sancywich from a dispenser or cogler, confident of enjoying a nutritious
enank with no 111 affects™ How many of us reatize that p1pelme< can't be butit without mg,;u~r,.
-10s used Lo getect cracks in the welded pipes. Important metal components in machinery ars
ail tesied Tor oracks using x-ray technology.

Wiat more i want to happen is for all of us to make responsible, co-operative progra::
woweard nuclsar generated electricity for heating our northern homes. Wind and solar piwer s
guoo insome piates 1n the United States but it is too intermittent for us. OQur days are pretty
short i wanter to charge up enough solar energy to last all night even if everyone couid affera
tmg special argriiacture 1t takes two or three solar panels just to charge up a tweive valt
setiery tarunally, s our population is growing fast, our forests are not mexhawb E. ’z'h'é
amoke fen't gocg for U‘ gither. 0il1s presentiy becommg SCArcer ang more expens! ls The
“egeral Sover nment trying o prevent the home-heating benefits to Northerners by 9;:'.:J tislel
this divisive movie? s paranoia contagious?-- A panellist, one of those in the screen credits,
~DroJim Harding, told us ne suspected the Government of concealing Swedish solar tecnnoiogy
frar Canadians {available on magazine racks in Yellowknife for several years, Harrowsmith,
et interestingly, my Atlas shows that Sweden's winter 1s generaﬂy warmer than the M. W.7.
W nter, and that there is at least one nuclear energy producing piant within 100 miles of
HENN ho.

Finally, of 3 risk level 1ist that | read last week , Heart Disease, Cancer and Smoke ware
am sg the most common causes of death whereas Uranium hazards are about .02 on the scaie
Fresh ground peanut butter is . 5! (because of a mold called aflatoxin B which was featured ir a

On the CBC TV Journal last week.) I'l1 continue to eat peanut butter 3 or 4 times a wesr
thb rest of my life, orobanly as | have for almost S0 years!

as “frﬂv co operaf'vely and efﬁmently as possible.

Yours truly,
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The Hon. Gordon Wray '
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Jor 1T years.






