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W, who was’'even more dxngmd
invasion. The result mxghthawebeeh

5 the $iberal ideas of Chatham and the
;' ok @ mew power developed in the kind, the
Methodijisificm the Church: There was an casy transitiofi,

which fxisted a'humdred years, from a landed oligarchy to s
pepulur demdersicy. Most of the devclopment was presided

- ovés = though she did not always approve and

‘démccrattias a term of abuse ~ by the second of England’s .
- great queens, Victoria, who ascended the throne in 9357 .

when the development had just begun, saw an Empire of

mmmwmhamnagy,mdmmy&u
later as Britain and what we should now call tthommon

. wealdl enmred the twentieth century.
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Ho-toubt: text Parliament was supreme. Fhe ménarchs stilt
‘huid-jireat imflwence, but they depended upon Parliamens

et ‘thrones. William T hadonlyarhmeehuodl&t?
tde; angd Mary’s claim was only a litte better. After di
--".death of Queen Amnmne, the Hanoverian liné could justify
l'aﬁonlyrby the Act of Settlement. Even now, probably;

_*, ofie bould find a: more direct dewendantofjameslthaﬂ

Elizabéth IT* + even forgetting the Duke of Windser, wllo‘
abdlcated by Act of Parliament.
The medleval parliaments had contained the great lords

‘OnMctheredltuyprmcnplu the line of Charles I takes
precedence over the line of Jates 1. The line of Henrietta, Duchess of
Otleans, daughter of Charles I, being Roman Catholic, was passed
over it favour df the line of Eliabeth, Electress of Hanover, dtughtet
dfjmal,i&wbommnbe& IT trases descent.

*pligarchy by the perturbed landed mmub
_ibptalinawﬂaarlujamai‘oxandhkw ‘

e-thie fundswhich they employed and the laws which thoy 7,
adiriinistered. Indeed, they ‘depended ‘on: Parlianient Jo "

Muartwmmm enriched by the secessicn of the l

Queens Go veenment

. V the shires and the burgesses of the boroughs. The great los
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influence. The knights of the shires had been superseded

; L:uld be effected. Even then William IV had to thmm ;

* ““The Rddorm Act of 1832 enfranchised the middle cla- o

20— 23.

’

. Freedom under the Law ~ R
and the representatives of the ‘commons’ — the hlgh!

had been succeeded by great landowners, enobled by sucs
sive monarchs because of their wealth and politicst

_ landowners clected by frecholders. Many of the boroug
" 'wiere dominated, for purposes of elections, by neighbouri
. landowners. The landed interest therefore dominated thi
aghteenth-oentury Parliament. Even the wealthy mert
chants and manufacturers of the towns were not all enfran:
chised, sometimes because the urban electors were selfy
elected ‘freemen’, and sometimes because the town itself;
being a product of the Industrial Revolution, had no
- separate representation.

By 1832, though, the balance of economic power had
elumged The landed interest was still important, but the
manufacturers were wealthy and influential. Sir Roben'
Peel, who first became Prime Minister.in 1834, was the som |
of a manufacturer. Generally, the manufacturers were
Whigs and Nonconformists, and it was not until a section ;
of moderate Tories joined the Whigs in 1830 that reforsa

mw@wmgmmom get the Bill through thiy @
ouse of Lo — e

fhe towns and effected a balance between town and county 3
moge closely reﬂectmg the balance of economic pea '
lmdlately its consequences were barely noticeable

the landed interest continued tqQ dominate politics until
repeal of the Corn Laws in 1846 — which had helped - Bai .
agriculture by keeping up the price of wheat but necessarily

kept up the price of bread also, and therefore the wages pift
by the manufacturers. The fusion of the Whigs - and the

Peclites, who had repealed the Corn Laws, led to the creas’}
tion of the Liberal Party, based primarily on the manufaci
turing interest and ‘ the Nonconformist Conacience’. The
rump of the Tory Party, ably led by Disracli, was based
essentially on the support of the ¢ country gentlemen’ o
landed interest: but the distinction between land and oth¢
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inis of property was fast disappearing as urban rents made The franchise is now based on the principle of “one ' . &3

for .the losses caused by the repeal of the Corn Laws. - | person, one-vote, one value’. Every person of Full, age, not 5

li gradually weaned the Conservative Party, as it now _ subject to a legal disqualification; resident in a Oomutuenc’

: imglf, from insistence on ‘ protection’ for agrim,:!{urc for a short period, has the right to vote in that

thudt it vould appeal to the growing volume of urhan and in that constitucncy only. The voting s ho longer e

jei; In. 1867 Disracli went further by enfranchising the i “ communities’, the counties and' the: borougis, b
ohibldérs of the urban working class. Though the the counties and the boroughs are divitled itto .-

s thought that the urban workers would vote Liberal; tuencies of approximately equal size, thought m ﬁ vy

-thought that many of them would vote Conserves | dparsély:populated fringes in- Walet fnd! ws A

épé&!lynfhe gave them the vote. Disracli was nght, atwsition is pmdlsoarelaswdld ﬁe‘mw

5 mbt enough. The Liberals were in office from x“ in 1048 was' et iquite GeE In priw
wthcmth

ised the householders of the counties, and 36
ssentation to the rural working class. This almvoit
-with a split in the Liberal Party and, ‘exctpt for
b interval, the Conservatives were in office froid. B
'1905. They were no longer based on the landed
;' whose influence had almost entirely disappeared:
3885 what was called ‘Society’, the wealthy, educated
ity, was almost solidly Conservative and the Consedl
Party also had a large volume of worhng-chb
Mippert. Meanwhile, though, the trade unions ‘wese -
fteloping, and in 1899 they (with a few Socialist gmnpl)
d the Labour Representation Committee from whidli
Labour Party sprang. For the time being this Labour
wence came down on the side of the Liberals and helpd :
give them the enormous majority of 1906.
Ihere was no change in the franchise until 1918. By that
the Liberal Party had_split, one section, led by Lloyd -
wgk, joining with the Conservatives (and with Labour 3
port) to form the Coalition Government of 1916. The
of 1918 based the franchise not on householding but oa
, hiidence, and therefore gave the vote to all persoms
dent in the constituency on a fixed date, the minimurti
e for men being 21 and that for women (who were givest
Bl vote for the first time) being 0. In 1928 the Conseyvas
€ Govérnment reduced the age for women voters to 21,
8 in 1948 the Labour Government removed certain cases




