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. . , Mm- the aOl:ellion of William and Mary in. 1688;there ~ ,,· 
· -~i' ~ tJtat Parliament WU supreme. 13he ~ dl ~ ,t 

tt::•·ir-t ~ce, but they depended. ·up>n. Pai:6~- :?) . 
· _-:~~lit.& f'Qa~ the employed and tbe'lawa wJiich thef .. ,i ·· , , . . y d . .....__.! L.111· llil;, 
-/~•)~• Indeed, ··they ·depen ~ -·•1 raniaaien!··..-. ·>},i• 

• i' : L. ~ ·'duoaeii· Willialn III ~d only a rim>ee IRnm~ ,t. i: 
·tr,?° til'fe~ ·a'l¥f Marya claun WU only a little better. After~: -~\1~• 

. )\ .. .,, Qpe,eii Anne, the Hanova;.. 'line <lllUld . .iodV ·1 r 
... ~ ". '.: itleJliolily-1by the Act of SettlCDlf'!nt. Even now, probably; , ~- · 
_·if:.'.~ otte Uo1ik1 fin.d a more direet descendant of Jama-I tlwi_ ?\, 

1, · · Elizabeth II~+ e9Cn ~g the Duke of Wim:1,t,r, wft«j­
';;, 

1
·- abdicated by Act of Parliament. ~~fr·. · · The medieval parliaments had contained the great ~ rt.· ; : ~ 

.. 'h • On ltrict hereditary principla. the line ol Charles I _taka 
. t. ~ ovcr ~e line ofJamea.I. The line of Henrietta. Duchesa of' 
\;" ~. ~-tcr of a.ries t. being Roman Catholic. wu ~ 

· ;::'•: e\ltt- in fa~ df the line ofElmbcth, Electress of Hanover. daughter 
:·. "\i. «J._ I, lhiai ·1tbom IWsdelh 11 uu. cleaceot. · -
't ~ . . . • 
1 

>.t., 
Jttt; .. 

Freedom under the Law 

.. ·. --~ the reptt.icntativcs of the 'commons' - the Jmialnl,: ·._ 
the shira and the burg~ of the boroughs. The great . 
had been succeeded by great landowncn, enobled l,y 
• · monarchs becauae of their wealth and politicali 

1 ,inluence. The knights of the shires had been supeneded_ 
landowners elected by freeholders. Many of the bo,rm,-• 

·. ·were dominatecl, for purposes of elections, by neighDOLUIIDlf 
IUldownen. The landed interest therefore dominat.!d ~., 

: eighteenth-century Parliament. Even the weafthy meri ; 
chants and manufacturers of the towns were not all en&an~ .·. 
ehised, · sometimes because the urban electors were_ ~--· 
dectcd 'freemen' and sometimes because the town 1~; 
being a produc; of the Industrial Revolution, had ~ :;~ 
Npanlte representation. • · ·¾t 
. By 1832, though, the balance of ccononuc power had.-; 

ehanged. The landed interest was still important, l]ut tbe_;' 
manufacturers were wealthy and influential. Sir Robert . 
Peet. who first became Prime Minister.in 1834, was the IOII, 

of a manufacturer. Generally, the manufact~rs ~ .; 
Whigs and Nonconfonnists, and it was not until a section ... · 
of moderate Tories joined the Whigs in 1830 that n:i>naf 
CQU)d be effected. Even then William I-Y had to~-

.· . · create fifty Whig peen in order to get the Bill_th_ro _ ___,~ 
:~· K'omeof.Lorda. -~: 
?:'_ •· l'Jiie R.aonn Act of 1832 enfranchised the middle claa -~ .ic' 

: .• 1 tlae\toWIII and effected a balance between town ~d ~tjli.' · 
· · ; mare closely reflecting the balance of econ~ r-· 

Jnimcdi,1.tely its consequences were ~rely ~~ ·: . i· 
dae Janded interat continued tq dommate politiai 1111til tflil 
aiepeaI of the Com ~WI.in 18,t.6 - which had heipr4: . · •. _; 
agriculture by keeping up ~he price of wheat bat il~J 
kept up the price of bread also, a?d therefore ~ w..,.. pmlr 
by the manufacturers. The fusion of the, Whigs- and the:·~ 
Peclitcs who had repealed the Com Laws, led to the ere&•-.: 
tion of die Liberal Party, based primarily on the manufil~ -~­
turing interest and ' the Nonconformist Comcicnce'. The·:· 
rump of the Tory Party, ably led by Disraeli, wu ~\ 
essentially on the· support of the 'country gentlemen •., 
landed interest: but the distinction between land an4 «;di . 

.'i 



Thi QJuen's Government 

~ of property was fast disappearing as urban rcnb made 
,. · i>r. the l098CS caused by the repeal of the Com Laws. 

i gradually weaned the Conservative Party, as it now 
i.ir, from insistence on 'protection' for agrir-tdtare 

I ~ -~ eould appeal to the ·growing volume of ~nhan 
·~- .IJi .. 1167 Disraeli went further by enfranchising the 

of the urban working class. Though tilt 
. thought that the urban workers would vote Libenli 

-~Jl 1iabaght that many of them would vote Col1scrvlPo 
.-.-~Hy if he gave them the vote. Disraeli ~as riaht, 
·· · right enough. The Liberals were in office from 1888 

1t!IIPd again from 1880 to 1885. In that second pmmd 
.,:....__~scd the householders of the counties, aad .; 

~tation to the rural working clUI. Thia~ ... ' 
j•'With. a split in the Liberal Party.and.·~;~< 

. I interval, the Conservative, were in ~·hail'.. 
;& ·1905. They were no longer based 011 the•·landell /~ 

11M; · wh08C influence had almost entirely disap-...1~ . : ,~, 
,. . . ~~-1~~ 
· r _1885 what was called 'Society', the wealthy, educaaa .. ~:' 
· ·ty, ~ almost solidly Conservative and the ~ ·, . .J 

Party also had a large volume of worltiti~ ..-·,: · 
·· · -. Meanwhile, though, the trade unions -~ !{ 

,ing, and in 1899 they (.with a few Socialist lfflllM • ·. / 
the Labour Representation Committee from whidt >i 

· · Labour Party sprang. For the time being this Labour }' 
cie came down on the side of the Liberals and helptd. -~ 
them the enormous majority of 1go6. . , · ·:. f 

·•·here wu no change in the franchise until 1918. By that ·) . 
. the Liberal Party haclsplit, one section, led by Llayd · ··i 

· ·· , joining with the Conservatives (and with Labatlr ~ 
) to form the Coalition Government of 1916. The 

el 1918 hued the franchise not on houscholding but ad 
clence, and therefore gave the vote to all penoa1 

t in the constituency on a fixed date, the minimum 
k men being 21 and that for women (who ~ giff.Sli 
1'0te for the fint time) being 30. In 1928 the Comervaw 

, .;.. Ccnemment reduced the age for women voter, to 21, 

. Iii tilB the Labour Government removed certain can 
,;~.otmg. 

Frttdom wtde, dN U1tlJ · 2f 
The franchise is now based on the principltt · of • .Ofte ::··, 

penon, one·vote, one value'. Ewry person ofi"ull 11g1; n1 
.bject to a legal disqualification; resident in a ~ · · · 
1 a 1hort period, has the right to vote ~ that 1 
id.in that constituency only. 1be voting ii ho 

or. '·communities', the countia and· the-~ 
die counties and the ·bon,\apl are tiiviied· it · 
tum.des of approximattly equal size,. th~ '.1 · 

,pu;iety .. papu1at.!d frinpa ib- Wald1 '8d'.6 
at1mtion b paiid to ara .. \ft:11 •· ·ihccp(Jplllli· 

. ion in 1948_ wat' ..... quite ··_1 • _, 

··~ ·&0\'0ie cast iii Actm hali ,._._., ..... ...,._,..... 
- •• :-. : ,, :! ............... --~ •• i .. -· ... li .... ~116.: ....,, 
a.,:.lbe! ~•-: .... -· :.••·•-·~', / Ot»Mtift· ift 1 ... l_, 
tlit, 

.,._,m.tM 
i9, .. 1aa.Hi1U1g htri ·• -
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;W~dae Libdrall illMI · 
.. ~cl,­
·~ I ir flllt of''ftrlia 
,to.t me JIOWd to - · 

cannot even obatnac' 
The teldlt ii tbat 
11W IIMllte« Coni.,... »Clldldlill',~ 
!j ..... ~ 

; 'Wa,i{'·ttiff. ~' ....,_..dlm_J 
the Idea o£hoelty. 
'Dlli~~nre. 
Iii. votet wnt•fiiM!bi, 
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