
fABL.EQ D_o_CUMfNT NO,.-·~ 9- 9. O _(l). IALt.m Ott MAR 2 2 J99D . -

OENINOO COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
PHON e 394-4558 

FORT AESOLUTION, N.W.T. 
xoe oMo 

WHEREAS: The communitie~ from around Wood Buffelo National Park hav• not 

•upported the Agriculcur• Canada propo■al cu slaughter and rapl•c• all 

Buffalo in and around the Park; 

WH~k.EAS: The flanging Ice Buffalo Rauch i8 part one of the A1ricultur41 

Canada■ propoealJ 

WHEREAS: The community or Fort Re•olution and other u&er groups have not 

beeu consulted properly on Buffalo issues; 

WHEREAS: The management of the Hook Lak.lil Buffalo Herd is being adversely 

affected by the Ranch propuaal and will hurt the coiulunity of Fort 

Resolution; 

WHEREAS; The GovernmeuL u! the Northwest Territod.ee ia causing serious 

cun!lict and splits in our eommunities by supporting the Hanging Ice 

Buffalo Ranch; 

THEREFORE: Be it re~ulve~ that the Fort Reaolution Comm.unity Council un

animously condemn the tranafe~ of Bur!alu frou1 the Elk Island National 

?ark to the HausluK I~• Buffalo Ranch, northwe•t of Port Sm:l.thJ 

That tho Ml11!:i1ttsr u! Renewable Resources of the Government of the North

west Tettitoriea puL an iuw~di•t• stop to all activities for replacement 

ot our Buffalo and work on the Hauaing Ice Buffalo Ranch until such time 

as the Enviromental A•aeaament Review Board !ln~l rapo~t ie available 

and until after the Treaty 8 Chiera enter into the round table talks 

amongst user aroupe and government agencies.· 

MOVED BY: LLOYD CARDINAL 

SECONDED BY: FREDA ELIEF 
PASSED UNilDIQVStail""· 

MOTION #116-90 

MINUTES# 1,-90 
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Box 1165,High Level,Alberta !OH 120 

Tel1ph011t 759,3912. Gt 759•3950 

March 13, 1990 

non. Lu~ien nouchard, P.c., M.P. 
Minieter of Znvironmont, 
Houee of Common• 
Ottawa, Onta~io 
K1A 0A6 

Dear Sir, 

Atter lengthy _discussion the Chieta of the Grand Counci1 ol Treaty 0 
Nations paseed a 11LOtion 4rawin9 your attention ~o ~he very impo~tant 
matter of Bison.· The motion ia aelt explanatory an4 calla tor your 
immediate attention. 

Would you p1eaao ·intorm me ot your 4Ction. 

JAS/fp 



MOTION 
I 

l::USON TRANSI2LAN'J.' £1,K ISLAND NATIONAL PARK TO HANGING ICB BI&ON RANCH 

WHBRBAS1 an Ertvironment•l Aac•••m•nt Review Panel ha• conduct•d hearin9■ into 
the A9ricultural Canada p~oposed cour•$ of action to replace diseased 
Biaon in and a~ou"d Wood Buttolo Nation4l P~rk 

WU~ft.t:AS: the slaughtar a.rtd ~eplacement of Bison by AgricultuJ;e cana.d~ has been 
~ejected by Treaty #0 Chiefs of th~ North~eat Territories 

wn~R~AS: the Envi~onment4l Aa&esament Review Panel tinal report has not been 
completed and cubmittod to tho Mini~tor of Environment ~nd tho public7 

THEREFORE BE IT nEOOLVnD: 

that the Grand Council of Treaty a Nations unanimouely condemn the trans!er 
of nison trom Elk Ial~nd National Park to the ttan9in9 xca Bison Ranch, 
northweet of Fort SmiLh in llle Nc;,.r:thwfd~t Twrritoriea. That the Minister 
of Environ~ont pyt a stop to all aetivitiea fo. replacement ot our Bison 
and work on the Han9in9 I~e Bi8on Ranch until auch t.J,me as the Environ
montal Aaeesament Revi8w Panel final ~eport is available and until after 
tho T~eaty O Chief$ cnte~ into round Lable ~alks betw~•n user groups and 
9overnment agenoicc. 

MOVED BYa 

SECONDED BY; 

Chief Pat Marcel 

Chief Johnsen Sewapag4h~m 

PASSBD BY CONCENSUS. 



Agriculture 
Cinada 

,ooa Ptoductiot\ Ind Direction Qtnttlle. 
lnsptetion Branch llroduchon et il"ltt,ectlon Ma alirntntl 

A PlOPOSID COUltSI OF ACTION TO UPLACI DISEASED BISON IM HOITHIR.N CANADA. 

Agriculture Canada recopiza•. that Ch• removal of 4.ooo - ,,ooo •iHa••d 
hybrid bison from W.B.N.P. and the ■urroundl~& aTea ia a 1taantic job. , 
We 'believ• th• job ~an b• don• if ad!'Clu•t• fundfn1 11 Jvailabla . . ·-~~ 

The following could be used••• ba•i• f~r lurtheT •t•cueeioft and . 
developm•!'t· 

A. D•popu1at1on Ph••• 

- An•;,abat toir and a cold 1toraa1 facility should be built to Federal 
Departmant of Agriculture atandard• _in the Fort Smith ana. 
(S• /If~~ '' U/C/f.C ~~ ~,11,ilnl/r#l'"'f1. ,~, _,,,.,. l...v,A,.) ' . · 

- Negotiations with official• of the Ft-.-Smith area are ~equired for either 
the uae of some of the area in the municipal dump or an area in which 
conde1Dl\ed material from a bi•on •battoir can bo buried. 

- Build lara• enclo1ur,1 (100 1q,ba,) at location, euch •• Sweetar•••, , 
R.y Camp, and OI' Lake One. 

luilcl winter road• •• raq-,i:t•••-

1 c may be po111bla to bait bi•on into corr•l• vith hay in.winter. 

J11on may be herded into corral• with heiicoptere. 

• Tran•port b11on (ice brid&••> to abattoir in Ft. l•ith. 
Meat p•••ing th11 in•ptction would be eli1lbl1 for di1tribution to 
native people, or for ••1• anywh•r• in Canada, or for txport to other 
countri••• A lara• portion of thia meat may be of poor quality.due · 
co poor condition of th• animal• and M)' not be compaUttv• with ra_nch 
rai•ed bison. i 

Hid••• cap••• and head■ can b1 1alted and dritd or de•lt with by a 
taxid■naiet. 
Care••••• of le11er 111.&rket value uy ba of u•• for aniul. food•. 

• ln dapopulation 0£ •inal• animal• and em1111 aroupa ia remote~~••• 
it uy be neces1ary to leave -•o• care••••• to be di•p~•ed of by 
nature. 

In more accts1ible areaa th•r• may b• eome non lnapeeted care••••• 
available to hunter•• or care••••• in1p1et1d and found £r•• of TB 
but .not able t~ be proc11••d th~ou1h th• abattoir and tharefora not 
meetin1 federal 1tandarda. 

- Several year• of •urvtillanc• (4 year•) with no •tahting• vould verify 
depopulatio~ va• aucceeeful • . 

C.anad!l 



- a -

a. ffybgt4 011111•4 li ■QD IID11Ptatnt 

- Con•ider ••lva9• ot po••ibl• wood blaon in and near•·•·•·•· 

.. Build corral• (1 Jell •caaaar•) and double fenced enclo•ur•• (10.aq. 
kll) at Han9in9 tee li•on llanob. · · · 

- stock with Wood liacm..fro■ N.s.s. and B.!.H••• (100 6·30/year), 

- After depopulation pha•e is compl•t• and corral■ and enqloaures 
at Sw••tgr•••• Hay camp, and or IAk• One have been vacant for· 
one year ••• woOd bi■on would be introduced to th••• corral•-froa 
the Hanvin9 Ice Ranch and tro■ E.I.a.,. and th• · 
M,B.s. (corral• and enclosur•• built on •r••• p~•viou■ly 
di•turbed in W.B.H ■ P•>· Thi• herd in W.B.N,P. i• to be ' 
accwnulatad·•• rapidly a• poa■ibl• •o that W.B.N.P. will have 
bison for display moet ot the year• during the·replaeement 
phase. . , 

All .etock entering the W.B.N.P. compound• would be Brucella and 
TB teated before release into the compound• and vaccinated for 
anthrax. 

Thi■ buildup at disea•• tr•• Wood Bison ha• three goals:._ 

1. -to •••ure w.~.N.P. ot a viable population ot di••a•• ~r•• 
Wood Bison. 

2. -to••• that the Han9in9 Ice ••nob i• ■ade a viable 
operation,. an« •••1■t in tn• r••~ockinv of t.h• •l•v•·•iv•r 

-LOVland• vitft di••••• tr .. Wo~ liaon..tor tho•• native 
peopl• who wiah to bunt in their traditional way. 

3. -to •e• the number of animal• and numtaer ot individual herds 
of di••••• fr•• pure Wood Bi■on built up to the point that 
WoOd Biaon can be ramoved from th• endangered •~•ci•• li•t. 

- D\1rin9 the time in which there would be nothin9 to hunt in the 
Slave River Lowland• area, we propo•• to turni■b bi•on carca•••• 
to the native peopl• who require it. The•• c;:arc••••••.can either· 
be cull■ fro■ the from t~• Hanging toe Ranch, or pl•in• bi•on caro••••• froa co1m1erc!a1 herd•• · 

- Participation of Native people would be empha•ized during the 
depopulation phase includin; culling, handling and di■tributicm 
ot •••t and hid••· eonatruction, ■urveillanoe and :hard 
repopulat1on pha••• would brin9 ■ub•tantial emp1oYDtant· and 
~u■in••• opportuniti•• to local C~WDuniti•• in the re9ion. 

• Tb• game ranch facility at Hanging to••• well a■ .the eb•ttoir 
at Fort Smith would be turned over to the Hangin9 le• Ranch 



. . 

Management Committee when ■uttieient nWlber of di••~•• fr•• Wood 
Bi•on are ~•1••••4 to range tr••lY in W.I.N,P. I sRL. · 

YEAR 0 

YEAR 1 

YEAR,2 

YEARS 

,,.,a,,, '91 MILIQIMllfT 0nzo• 
complete phenotypic •••••••nt, if r•qulred. 

1. Start ~uilding corral at Kan9in9 tG• Bi•on Ranah 
1 Jm •qu•~•. 

2. T••t f•••ibility of baitin9-~i•on vith hay into a 
corral ay■taa (winter only). 

3. start buildin9 •lau9ht•r and •tora9• tacili~y-a~ 
Fort Saith, 

1. Complete alau9hter and atora9• facility at.Port 
Smith. 

2. start bui1d1n,. tanged enclo•ure lOO•q• Jan•. At 
sweatgr••• and Hay Camp, and 10 •;. Jm■• At 
Han91ft9, %~• Bi■on Ranah. 

I, I 

3. Improve I mil•• ot ro•d needed between Sweet9r••• 
and Peace Riv•~ ao corraled biaon can be tr\lckad· 
to alaughter. 

4. Start: f 1eld •lau9hter ot bison in remote area•, tor 
example, M.W. corner of Wood.Buffalo National Park, 
•outhwe■t Alberta, etc. 

,. Start. •••euly of dl••••••fr•• wood b!•on •~ 
Ha119l119- re• Buffalo aanch. . 

6. Start. roundup act1v1ti••• hay baitin9, into 
Sw••tir••• oorral•• 

7. Pllt: ua bay at swaet;raa■, Hay Camp, Han9in9 Ice 
l\ltfalo Ranch. 

Adel 100 - 130 di••••••trea wood b·iaon to Han9in9 
tea ••oh year. 

2. Begin removal ot di•eased hybrid bison from 
Sweetgrass area ot 1,000 - 2,000 head/year. 

3. continue field ■lau9hter in remote area, lno1ucU.n9 
Slave River LoV1and■• 

4. All· removal to be don• in •• abort a t.i•• frame •• 



■ I • i 

po■aibl•• 

_,.,. 1 sweet9r••• . and Hay Caap corral• encl enolo•ur•• n••d on• 
•WIiier •••ptyN betor• reintrocluotion of di•••••-fr•• wood bi■on 
from Kan9in9 Ice or I.J.N.P. or N.1.1. 




