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January 25, 1989 · 11111m111i~ij1~r1m1~~11~1i1[H~11111 
3 1936 00004 973 2 

HOUSING NEEDS FOR TEACHERS IN CAPE DORSET 

Dear Mr. Gilday: 

Thts letter comes as f o1 Jow-up to our telephone conversation on January 
16, 1989 dur1ng which you c1arf f ied for me that one of the new housfng 
un1ts bullt by Sandy Reynolds in Cape Dorset would be ava1lable to house 
teachers in Cape Dorset for the 1989/90 school year. 

As you know it w111 not be long before our hirfng for the 1989/90 school 
year will be upon us. We anticipate some teaching vacancies from 
teachers who are presently occupying housing other than GNWT. In 
addition, one of our teachers in hamlet housing is resigning fn March of 
this year. For the past two years, our COP teacher has been an uncertf f ied 
teacher who was hired locally because of housing shortage. _This year we 
are operating our school with one teaching position short. Durfng 1989/90 
we expect another increase in teaching positions ( 18 posf tfons 1n total). 
Obviously, one additional housing unit wi 11 not be enough. 

We want our children to have educational opportunf ties and experiences 
that are equal to those of children 1n other communities fn the N.W.T. It is 
very d1ff 1cu1t to provide strong, effective programs for our students if we 
are operating our school with continued teacher shortages due to lack of 
sufficient housing. 

Enclosed are copies of many letters that have been written by us and on 
our beftalf regardtng the persisting housing shortages fn Cape Dorset. It 1s 
imperative that you allocate enough housing for teaching staff and 
guarantee for us that ft will be available in August, 1989 . 
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Housing Needs 
Page 2 - Continued 

We appreciate your prompt action on this cr1tfcal matter. 

Yours sincerely, 

Akalayok Oavavau 
Chairperson 

cc: - Dennis Patterson, Government Leader 
- Steven Kakfwi, Minister of Education 
--Joe.,A,,latoo, M.l.A. - Batf1rt5outtr·t 
- Ken MacRury, Reg-ional Director 
- Charlie Manning, Mayor of Cape Dorset 
- Joe Enook, Chairman, Baffin Divisional Board of Education 
- Brian Menton, Director of Education, Baffin Divisional Board of 

Education 
- Fiona O'Donoghue, Supervisor of Schools, Baff in Dfvfstonal Board of 

Education 
- Oxsanna Dzura, Prfnc1pal, Cape Dorset 
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The Hon. Steven Kakfwf, 
Minister of Education, 
Departrne rt of Education, 
YeUo'rd<nre. 

HOUSING NEEDS FOR TEACHERS IN CAPE DORSET 

71-803-010 
Docerrber 9, 19 8 8. 

For the ~ ttree years the Education Council In cape Dorset has been requesting 
addtional housing ror teachers. Too matter has been raised In the House by the 
M.L..A.. ~loo .Artooktoo and correspondence on the matter has boon extensive. Last 
year the G.N.W.T. released funds to lease a house in cape Dorset The tender tor this 
lease was aYrarded to M". Sandy Reynolds of cape DorsetYr'ho is building a d~lex In 
too cornmunly. This building is nearing C001-)looo n. 

A rtic pa.ting the a vallabllly or a new housing un t the D lvisk>nal Board ag-eed to 
operate the school 'nth one teaching postk>n short tor one year cortldert that there 
'NOUld be a new unt available In the Fall of 1989. In correspondence Yrth the 
Departrne rt of Personnel t has been brougtt to OlJ" attertion that the (3 .N.W.T. has 
leased only one side of the d~lex and that this uni: has been assigned to the 
Departrnert of Social Services tor a ~LpeNisory postlon. The Departrnert of 
Personnel has reqU&Sted addtional lease funds to rert the <X'.her"slde of the d~lex btt 
has also lrtormed us that they have a vacanct postio n ror a settlement rvtaintalner. 

Next year in cape Dorset we wm have elgtteen teaching posoons and pre,sertt; only 
nine unts are allocated to Education. In most of oLJ" comnuntles teachers are now 
sharing accorrmodation, a stuation that no other Departmert has to deal Yrih. 
Shared accorrmodation ts, as you know, rarely successful and ts not a soltiio n that ¥re 
nnd acceptable. 

We are appealing for yotr irmediate irtervertion in the housing stuation tn cape 
Dorset and YIOUld request that the G.N.W.T. allocate lease funds for the other side of 
the d~iex In this corrmunly and that the untbe allocated rorotr use. This will assist 
us in staffing the corrmunty In accordance '1'rth the rormuta. 

Than( you tor yotr consideration and PfOOl)t action. 

;J. I )J f .tv,1.i-.,._. 
-f~Enook 

Chairnan 

c.c. Joe Ar1ooktoo 

.n"o1~~ Boan.I ()f Education. Box 1330. loaluit. N. W.T.. XO.-\ OHO (8 I 9) 979-5236 Telex: 063-15539 
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Joe Kunuk 
Acting Pcoonnel M~er 
Department of Personnel 
O.N.W.T. 
Iqaluit 
N.W.T. 
XOAOHO 

~,•c~,r A~•r~•x,v>~u.•dc ~~ye 
8AFF1N DIVISIONAi. BOARD Or EDUCATION 

HOUSJUG FOR TEACHERS IH CAPE DORSET 

71.ao3-010 
December 7, 1988. 

Durtni a •ii,it t, Ca.pe Do!3et wt Vtck 1 noticed that the mm., b be~ by tJ'ie G.N.W.T. are 
neann.g completiDn. We are very pleased that one of these units h,3 been alloca~d !or the use of 
~echers 83 it va, pres,ure over a nwnber o! ,em from 1Jl8 Communny Education Council that 
helped t> est.abl:L,h the urgent need for housing in this comm.unity. 

I met vith the principal tl discm3 oommg ~ for tbe next ,chool }1ear and in ~i~ of the 
additional unit being available ,re anticipate a bou.,ing ,hon!ge. ~ )JOU knov ve are presently oll! 
posi'tion und.er3'taf!ed m Cape Dot3et dot tl tl'..e ,ho~e of bo'IJ3iDg. IDc:rease, in emollm2nt at ttie 
school vi11 m.ean that the comm1Jlli1Y t, entitled tJ an edditiooo teeching pmition in the 1 ~•90 
school year. 

At trle pre~ent time there are nine housing unit! alloca~ t> 1he !olloving people in Cape Dooet 
Dzura, Wotkman, Brovn, Bud.tell, Dunn, Hogan, ManmDg, Taulde, Wal,h. Cape Dor,et i3 
entitled t> seven.teen positio~. Next ,eat' ve 'Vill have eieh~ pooi:tion.1 and ten oo~ lII1it3. 
It vil1 be vecy diffic1Jlt ~ IJl8I1eie this !ittlation. 

T"~ Board and Pel30nnel cm e.~mpt tJ recruit couples, vhich t, very difficult and it iJ rarely that· 
both member, of a couple axe of a eqmlly ]ljgh calibxe, or they cm hire -llers villiDg 10 share 
ttCcommodation though expel]fnce ~~ all of~ that t1m ~ !a:r from ,a~~- Neither solution 
i, adeqt111lt 

I feel it is important that ve meet 1l reviev the~ plam for Cape Dorset It may be 
appropriate tJ mclude Eiecutiv'e e.s 1tJe hotmng ~ in thi1 cormnantty affect a mt.'tr of 
De~nt,. 

~ ,ou m e.'Y8Ie thi1 is the second ~r ,cu have receiffll about the llou.,mg sitoation in Cape 
Dor3et. I apprecia1e the time )'OU have spent en,uting 1bat tJw impon,nt priorrty ~ been 
a.ddre33ed. 

c.c. a. Men11:Jn 
0. Dzma 
K. McP.ur;, 

Baffin Divisional Board of Education. Box 1330, Iqaluit, N.W.T., XOA OHO (819) 979-5236 Telex: 063-15539 



~ 
N~rthwest~ 

Territories Minister of Education 

Mr. Timoon Toonoo, Chairman 
Cape Dorset Education Council 
General Deli very 
Cape Dorset, N.W.T. 
XOA OCO 

Dear Mr. Toonoo: 

APR 28 1988 

I recognize the staffing problems experienced by your community and others 
in the Eastern Arctic because of the shortage of housing available for 
teachers. think that the Baffin Divisional Board should be commended in 
its attempts to resolve the problem in specific communities, but I realize 
that it is a problem which should be addressed by the ·Government of the 
Northwest Territories. 

While the government is taking steps to reduce its responsibility for 
staff housing, particularly in communities with a housing market, the 
shortage of houses in small communities has been and will be a problem for 
some time to come. The Honourable Gordon Wray, Minister responsible for 
the Department of Personnel and the Department of Public Works and 
Highways, has directed that a G.N.W.T. staff housing study be completed 
this year. I will have an opportunity to identify my concerns and I will 
ensure that Mr. Wray is made aware of the housing shortage in your 
community, and the housing problems experienced by teachers across the 
N.W.T. in general. I will also invite the Baffin Divisional Board to 
comment on this chronic problem. 

There is no funding in the government 1 s budget for the construction of new 
staff houses. However, the G.N.W.T. has agreed_ to lease one house in Cape 
Dorset which will be built by September, 1988. I hope this will help to 
solve your housing problems and I will make sure that your concerns are 
taken into consideration in the G.N.W.T. staff housing study. 

cc· Gordon Wray, Minister of Public Works 
Joe Arlooktoo, MLA, Lake Harbour 

Yours sincerely, 

~f~ 
Dennis Patterson 
Minister 

Joe Enook, Chairman of the Baffin Divisional Board of Education 
Brian Menton, Director, Baffin Divisional Board of Education 

<__7 • emme, 11 of tne f\lorthwest l erntories. Yeltowkn1le. N W I Canada X lA 2L 9 / Teiex. 034-45538 
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Northwest . . 

Territories Boffin Region 
Personnel 

Oxsanna Dzura 
Princ1pal 
Pitsiulaaq School 
CAPE DORSETr N.W.T. 

HOUSING NEEDS - CAPE DORSET 

November 10, 1987 

This is in response to your letter of October 30, 1987. I am aware as 
is the Divisional Board of Education of the chronic shortage of housing 
in Cape Dorset and several other communities in the Baffin. I am also 
aware that this · has resulted in a strain both in program delivery and 
the personal lives of several teachers. 

Unfortunately, I have not been able to do anything to alleviate some of 
the situations. In Cape Dorset we have let a tender to lease a unit, 
however, there seems to be nothing available. I realize that positions 
have been added to the establishment with no increase in housing, however, 
building new units is no longer a mandate of this department. In an attempt 
to increase the number of uni ts we have attempted to lease additional 
units to no avail in several communities. 

I have brought this to the attention of my Deputy Minister and will pass 
your concerns along as well, however, this will not address your immediate 
concern for which I unfortunately have no solution. 

c.c. -Ross Thomas 
Sr. Personnel Officer 

..;_Yvonne Holland 
Reg. Property Manager 

-Fiona O'Donoghue 
Supervisor of Schools 

Sheila McDonald 
Regional Personnel Manager 

G,)vernment of the Northwest Territories. Iqaluit. NWT Canada XOA OHO / Telex: 063-15513 



Pitsiulaaq School 
Cape Dorset 
N.W.T. 
XOAOCO 

Sheila Mc Donald, 
Regional Personnel Manager, 
Department of Personnel, 
G.N.W.T. 
Iqaluit, 
N.W.T. 

Housing Needs - Cape Dorset 

October 30, 1987. 

As you know there is a chronic shortage of Government housing in Cape Dorset 
which has affected the school more than any other government agency in this 
community. In the early summer this housing shortage mea~t that our Community 
Occupational Teacher transferred to Clyde River and we had to hire a local resident 
for this very important position. In addition two of our teachers, Peter Hogan and 
Curtis Brown are presently sharing housing. This temporary arrangement was to be 
for a very short period of time but to date there has been no indication that additional 
housing will be provided. 

Mr. Hogan and Mr. Brown have shared accommodation for over two months and the 
situation is now unbearable and is affecting their morale. Discussions with these 
teachers has lead me to believe that they ate incompatible and that the shared 
accommodation situation cannot continue any longer. It is my belief that if this 
situation is not resolved we can anticipate some very serious morale problems which 
may affect professional competence. 

The Department of Personnel has been notified of housing shortages every year but 
no additional units have been leased or built. A second social worker, an economic 
development officer and two additional teaching positions have been placed in Cape 
Dorset over the last two years but no increase in housing has occurred. 

On behalf of these teachers and considering that we will need a C.O.P. teacher and 
another teaching position next Fall I feel it is imperative that the Department of 
Personnel address this problem as a very high priority. 

c.c. 
Fiona O'Donoghue, Supervisor of Schools 
Cape Dorset Community Education Council 
C. Brown 
P.Hogan 



CAPE OORSET HOUSING ASSOCIATION 
CAPE OORSET, N.W.T. 
X0A-0C0 

Laisa Qaqyurayuk 
Chainnan 
Education Council 
Cape Dorset, N.W.T. 

Dear Sir; 

September 10, 1986 

This is in reply to ~·our letter of September ·g, 1986 request
ing for housing from the Housi: J Association Board of Directors for two 
additional teachers for our co: :nunity and which was discussed at the 
meeting last night. 

It was decided and aqreed upon that there will be housing 
available within the ne)~t six '. ·eeks .. It was also agreed that housing 
will be rented out fort~ yea: 3 only as of this date. It was also 
agreed that the Maximum Rent, j ·1el & Power, and Municipal Services are 
to be paid by the tenants. 

We wish you the best Ln finding other temporary accorrodations 
as we are in shortage of housil ·j ourselves. 

Further details will :-::ie given when we know as to what type of 
a unit will be available in th· near future. 

If you have any quef Lons, please do not hesitate to contact 
the Housing Manager. 

c.c. Jon Magnusson 
District Manager 
N.W.T.H.C. 

Oxsanna Dzura 
Principal, Pitsiulaaq SchX)l 

Sincerely, 

AFc- ) ~ (.-. 
Iola Tunnillie 
Chainran, C.D.H.A. 
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71-803-010 

VP~c~'r Ar~v~~~r~~LLn.•d< ~~~< 
BAFFIN DIVISIONAL BOARD OF EDUCATION 

September 10, 1986 

Mary Wilman 
Dept. of Personnel 

HOUSING - CAPE DORSET 

The Divisional Board would like to place an additional 
teacher or teaching couple into Cape Dorset. A shortage 
of GNWT houses in this community means we need to look 
for alternative accommodation. Oxana Dzura, principal, 
in conjunction with the Cape Dorset Community Education 
Council has approached the local Housing Association and 
has been informed that there may be a possibility of leasing 
a house for a two year period. 

The Board would be grateful if you could investigate this 
possibility. As you know Cape Dorset is a very challenging 
community and the school is short staffed. 

Thank you for your support. 
. ;{! ,1 <!Pt-,-;.z (y kl ()-1.~i¼~. 

Fiona O'Donoghue 
Assistant Superintendent 

c.c Melvina Chart V-
Oxana Dzurav 

Baffin Divisional Board of Education, Box 1330, Frobisher Bay. N .W.T., XOA OHO (819) 979-5236 Telex: 063-15539 




