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Ottawa, KlA 0A2 
rebruary 10, 1989 

Dear Premi•ra 

Xn my l•tter tc you ot oetober 7, 1988 
poatponlnt \be c:al9•ry rlrat N1n11ter1 1 Conferenc■ ,, t 
propoaed a meeting of rlrat ll1n11t■ra be held fol.lcwlng 
th• federal eleetion, aa waa tb■ caae ln 1184. 

" .. 
J would now like to invite you to an ln!or~•l 

luncheon on Monday, r1bruary 27 from 12t30 to 3100 p.m, 
in Roca 323-S oi the Parliament Bulldinga. 

!he •etlno will pro•1de an ~rtunity to 
d1■cu11can1da 1 11aanomia ■ ltuat1on and t~e timing or 
the next fir1t Minlatera• Conference on the lconcmy. In 
ad41tion, I beli••• it woY14 be u•eful to tak1 atockron 
ratification o! the Meech Lak• Acgord. 

Jn •r ociober 7 1•tter, I adGre11ed a number 
of 1■•u•• we• 9ht d11cu■■ It our next Confarenoe on th• 
leonomy. l would 11■ply underline once a,ain the 
importance, particularly in the praaent ccnt•xt, o! 
giving gr•at•r attention to bow w, can bettar reaoncil• 
eaonomio conpat1t1••n••• and environmental caneerna. 

on tbe Meech Lake Accord, I vou14 like to 
reoa11 what I wrote ln my letter to all Jr•mler• ln 
July 1981, on th• 1ve of th• exploratory di1cuaaion1 
which led evintually to that Accord, · 
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Referrln9 to th• urgen~ of unblaekinv the 
country'• oonatitut1ona1 f~tur• by ending the 1■olatlon 
af Quebeo wblch cam■ about ln Noveabar 1Dll, % ■tr••••d 
thl■ h1atorlg task could not be accompliahe4 by the 
fedara1 government alone but woul4 requir• the 
aooperation of all pattner1 of the f•d•ratlon. ladded, 
ohooaing my word■ aar1fully1 

•tf we unaertake to •repatriate• Quebec, we au■t b1 
determ1ne4 to 1ueeeet!. '!he aonaequence■ or failure 
in the■e neoot!ation■ voul4 be very ••riau■ for the 
future of canada. Given pa•t expwr1ence and the 
busy 1ahedulea of all our 9avernmenta, we lhduld 
therefore avoid attemptln9 to do averythinQ at. 
opce. It •••u to•• that tht·cnly raal1et1c way 
to proaeed 1• fir■, to btlav Quebec back into th• 
fold, and ta undertake• more exten■lv• revieion of 
t:he Conetlt1.1tlon at• later 1ta;1.• 

~hla approach wa■ un1nimou1ly_ a~cpte4 ln tb• 
Pramler•• ldmonton D1cl1rat1on of Auou•t 111,, which 
anaoraea the ld•• of 1 •Quebec round" baiad on lta !iv• 
propoaala and the deferral to a later round of • 
diecuaa1on■ o! "matters raised by 1oaa provinces which 
will includa, 1110ng1t other itema, l•n•t• reform, 
fiaher1ea, property rlahta, eta." lec•u•• the Premi■ra 
reapeatad thi1 firm cammltmen,, ve we,e able to conclu4• 
the Meech Lake Acaard. · 

line• tb•n, hr11aunt and elght provincial 
la9i1latlve ••••bl1•• have rat1~1td tbe Con1gitKt&on . 
Amendment,. 1111, but 11ew Bcun■wick and Manito I ave 1\ot 
yet don• ao. 

Jt 1• gnd■r■tandable that our new eolleagua■ , 
~r••1•r• McKenna an4 filmon -- elected to replace 
•rnler• Hatfield ano Pawl•Y and wltn••••• to inten•• 
41aaua■ion• of th■ Accord durinQ ~h• ratlfloation 
proce■• in th• reet of th• aountry •- ar• ■eeking ta 
lmpcova it b•tare honourlnt th• •lanature■ o! th■ir 
pxedege■ao~•• • 

lar would any ol the f1r■t M1n1■ter■ Who . 
■19ned the Acoord blame them !or be1n9 aen■itlve to the 
•r9ument■ of thaae who vould lik• to take advanta;• of 
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· Qu•b•o•• return to th• fold to ra■olv• the abori9lnal 
conatitutional i11ue, 1tran9then guarant••• for our 
oountry•• official 1an9uave minorlti•• and reinforce in 
teneral the protection of right■ and f~••dou under the 
1981 Charter. 

lawever. th• advocate• of auch changea are 
calllnv on the Meech Lak• Aooord to re■alve all the 
country•• difflculti••• wh•r••• lta only purpo■e waa and 
remains Quabec•• honou•able r•t~rn to the conatitutlonal 
tabie 10 that Canada un turn to other 111ues -- auch aa 

·Senata tafor• and role• an4 raaponalbilitiea in relation 
to fiaharie■ r wh1ah are apec1i1cally mentioned in the 
Conatituticn Am•ndment, 1987, 

& 

for ■y part, I 1Ub■1t that ln politiea the 
perfect 1• often tbe enemy of the goad. Thus, in 
•••king to improv• tbe Meaah Lake Accord w• riek 
deatroy!n9 1t and blacking the path nat only to 
ehort-t•rm improvuents but to ath•r long-■ought 
·conatitutlonal change1 provlna•• agread to def•~ until 
Qu•~c• ■ return ta the table. · · · 

p 

All who i,artialpated ln the Meech Lake 
ne;ot1at1ona and our tan;eYln •1•e~■algn1 can testify to 
tbe 41fficultiaa overcoaa in reaching 1n a;retment that 
would 1trengtban the unity o! Canada. Baaed on my own 
i.,artlcipation at Meeah Lake, and even mor1 ao at th• 
Lanoavin •••tint,% can etate that we truly want to th• 
limit•-o! th• poeal~l• and that, particularly ln tha 
praeent oontaxt, if the Accord were re•opened or 
renego,i•ted, 1t 1a mo■t unlikely it could b• cloaed 
o~o• agaln. 

· J have not, however, ruled out dl■au■aion of 
th• agenda for the 1econd round. I ■imply eonaider that 
r•~•nin; or r1ne1oti1tin9 the Conatitutlonal Ac~r~ 
■igned on June.3, 1187 and •inc. ratified by e19ht · 
prov1nc11 and the federal gov•rnment, would preaent auch 
1naurmountable obatacl•• and r•pre■ent ■ugh a risk to 
the country•• !utura that th• bu~den of proof muat li■ 
witb thoae who claim th•y aould reconstruct unanimaua 
■upport for an 1mprov■d Aoaogd, 



In thl •;•nd, :an• thin; .ahould be .Cl,e.ar AJ'd 
.l1•1ond ,d.l,aputa a .if the .. pr,.■aant r.ound .. 11 ·'.not 
,aucce•■fully ... aoncluded there vlll .be no ·aecond :·r.ound 
•nd the eountry•a cean·at1tut1ona1 :evolu·tlon .will .b• 
:block.ad, ::ii.nee ,no .sl9n1!1cant r■forli -will be :-P.O••l·bl• 

. -.wit·b.out ·Quab.ec•• ··par.ticl,paU.oa IC-- ·part1·c.ulat1J r,•:loia ,.,of 
·.t·hl :lenata, whl.oh :oerta1n reglona .10 .ar,dently :ad'looate. 

·'!h1• belng ••ld, I·••• .:no reason !or 
:·paeaim1ua 1t:e wo~k•d .,o;etber .to ·mk.e poa1.ible the 
:Na-ech Lahe Accor4, .and together ,we aan :ooaaple.t·• 1t:• 
r,ati·f1.oa.t1on in or,der :to .,velaom■ ·ouabea !Jack to the fold 
.a·nd ·tl·•• the re■t :Of th• _.count1,y ,the :key ,,o .lta 
co.natltut1onal futur,1. 

' ' 
• :lfban ,we :••et on P■bruary 27, w ahall ,t,e 

· .dia.cu-a■lng ·the :country'• econoalo •• wel.1 11 1 ti 
:c:on■t1.tut1onal !uture. .I .tr.11at •"• ,eball '..do "10 .ln .,the 
.,aplrit :af _::fr·ankn••• and mutual ·r-.e.apect .. wnlch 
cnar.a.cter 111d our purault .of national ,·re.conc1l.iatlon 
:dur1,n9 ·.the ·past !our yeara. 



Government leader 

The Right Honourable Brian 
Prime Minister of Canada 
Room 105 
Langevin Block 
Ottawa, Ontario 
KlA OAJ 

~r~ 

Mulroney, M.P. 

Dear Prime Minister Mulroney: 

lJAN 13 &19 

I have followed with interest and concern recent events 
respecting the status of the Meech Lake Accord and I am 
pleased that First Ministers have agreed to address the issue 
at a meeting to be held in February or March. 

You are aware my Government has consistently taken the 
position that constitutional reform in Canada cannot move 
forward without first reaching a reconciliation with Quebec on 
its outstanding concerns. Further,·and with the exception of 
those sections of the Meech Lake accord which affect the 
Northwest Territories and Yukon, my Government supports the 
objective of Quebec's active and full participation in 
Canada's constitutional development as symbolized in the 
agreement. Therefore, the Government of the Northwest 
Territories places great significance on resolving, at this 
critical time, any matters which may undermine progress which 
has been ochieved to date. 

My first purpose in writing is simply to restate the 
importance to Canada of constitutional reconciliation with 
Quebec and to emphasize that constitutional reform respecting 
the north, aboriginal rights or the Senate will be difficult 
to achieve in the absence of Quebec assuming its legitimate 
role in Confederation. 

. . ./2 

Government of the Northwest Territories, P.O. Box 1320, Yellowknlfe, N.W.T. Canada X1A 2L9 Facslmlle (403) 873-0110 
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On the matter of the upcoming meeting of First Ministers to 
address the Meech Lake Accord, and I presume, other related: 
constitutional issues, I was disappointed to hear the 
Government Leaders from Northwest Territories and Yukon may 11 
once again, be excluded. Setting aside the fundamenta.lJ. 
c:oncerns which territorial residents- have with the Meech Lake1 
Accord, the absence of northern governments at future! 
constitutional talks has national, as well as regional~ 
implications. 

As my Minister of Justice, the Hon. Michael Ballantyne, stated 
so well. in a recent letter to his· counterparts across Canada,

1 

"I sincerely believe• that the involvement of the 
Governments of the Northwest Territories and Yukon 
would convey to Canadians the message that First 
Ministers are prepared to build towards a Canadian 
Constitution that accommodates the interests of all 
reg.ions of Canada. To continue to deny the 
participation o.f t·erri torial governments in 
national constitutional matters simply transplants 
into another region of Canada the alienation which 
Quebec has felt in the past." 

My second reason for writing is to inform you that I will soon 
be forwarding a set of guidelines respecting territorial 
participation at public and private meetings of First 
Ministers. The guidelines, which have been developed with 
input from your officials:, will hopefully provide 
opportuni.ties for meaningful participation from the Canadian 
North at all future meetings and f.ormal conferences of First 
Ministers. I look forward to your s~pport on our proposals 
and. would be pleased to discuss them with you. 

In conclusion, I realize that this next request comes at a 
time when. we are getting close to addressing the guidelines 
issue noted above. Nevertheless, I urge that you and your 
colleagues reconsider the decision to exclude Yukon and 
Northwest Territories from your upcoming meeting. In my view, 
this s-imple. step on the part of First Ministers would convey 
the significant message that both Canadians and Northerners 
are looking for. 

Yours truly, 

Dennis Patterson, 
Government Leader. 
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DEC 2 9 1988 

The Right Honourable Joe Clark, P.C., M.P. 
Minister of Justice and Attorney General 
Justice Building 
Wellington and Kent Streets 
Ottawa, Ontario 
KlA OHS 

Dear Mr. Clark: 

The Meech Lake Accord 

I was encouraged by the recent news that First Ministers will 
be meeting early in the new year to discuss matters relating to 
the Meech Lake Accord and the proposed constitutional 
amendments that would flow from the Accord. However, I was 
equally alarmed by media reports which have already cast doubt 
on the involvement of the Governments of the Northwest 
Territories and the Yukon in these upcoming meetings. The 
Honourable Dennis Patterson will be contacting your Premier in 
the very near future to seek support for the participation of 
the Government of the Northwest Territories in these meetings. 

As you know, it has consistently been the position of the 
Government of the Northwest Territories that constitutional 
affairs in Canada cannot move forward without first reaching a 
reconciliation with Quebec on their outstanding concerns. We 
would welcome the opportunity to participate in a process 
leading to a truly unanimous approval of the Accord by all 
legislatures in this country. I sincerely believe that the 
involvement of the Governments of the Northwest Territories and 
the Yukon would convey to Canadians the message that First 
Ministers are prepared to build towards a Canadian 
Constitution that accommodates the interests of all regions of 
Canada. To continue to deny the participation of territorial 
governments in national constitutional matters simply 
transplants into another region of Canada the alienation which 
Quebec has felt in the past. It would be short sighted and 
unfair to exclude territorial participation in constitutional 
meetings and conferences of First Ministers. 
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I have included for your information, a copy of my pres.entati_o-n 
to the Joint Committee of the Senate and House of Commons in 
August o.f 1987. I am prep.ared to discuss with you i.n m.ore 
detail the nature of our concerns and to explore possible, 
s.olutions to allevi.ate our concerns. without compromising the 
essential P'rinciples underlying the Accord 

Sincerely, 

Michael A. Ballantyne 

Enc.losure 



f···•,, 

The Honourable Ian G. Scott, Q.C. 
Attorney General 
Government of Ontario 
Ministry of the Attorney General 
18 King Street East 
Toronto, Ontario 
MSC lCS 

Dear Mr. Scott: 

n.e lleecb Lake Acconl 

DEC 2 91988 

I was encouraged by the recent news that First Ministers will 
be meeting early in the new year to discuss matters relating to 
the Meech Lake Accord and the proposed constitutional 
amendments that would flow from the Accord. However, I was 
equally alarmed by •dia reports which have already cast doubt 
on the involvement of the Governments of the Northwest 
Territories and the Yukon in these upcoming meetings. The 
Honourable Dennis Patterson will be contacting your Premier in 
the very near future to seek support for the participation of 
the Government of the Northwest Territories in these meetings. 

As you know, it haa consistently been the position of the 
Government of the Northwest Territories that constitutional 
affairs in Canada canot move forward without first reaching a 
reconciliation with Quebec on their outstanding concerns. We 
would welcome the opportunity to participate in a process 
leading to a truly •a.nimous approval of the Accord by all 
legislatures in this country. I sincerely believe that the 
involvement of the Gwernments of the Northwest Territories and 
the Yukon would coney to Canadians the message that First 
Ministers are prepared to build towards a Canadian 
Constitution that accommodates the interests of all regions of 
Canada. To continue to deny the participation of territorial 
governments in national constitutional matters simply 
transplants into anotler region of Canada the alienation which 
Quebec has felt in the past. It would be short sighted and 
unfair to exclude territorial participation in constitutional 
meetings and conferenas of First Ministers. 

I, 
I 
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I have included for your information, a copy of my presentation 
to the Joint Committee of the Senate and Bouse of Commons in 
August of 1987. I am prepared to discuss with you in more 
detail the nature of our concerns and to explore possible 
solutions to alleviate our concerns without compromising the 
essential principles underlying the Accord 

Sincerely, 

Michael A. Ballantyne 

Enclosure 
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DEC 2 9 1988 

The Honourable Robert Andrew 
Minister of Justice and Attorney General 
Government of Saskatchewan 
345 Legislative Building 
Regina, Saskatchewan 
S4S OB3 

Dear Mr. Andrew: 

The Keech Lake Accord 

I was encouraged by the recent news that First Ministers will 
be meeting early in the· new year to discuss matters relating to 
the Meech Lake Accord and the proposed constitutional 
amendments that would flow from the Accord. However, I was 
equally alarmed by media reports which have already cast doubt 
on the involvement of the Governments of the Northwest 
Territories and the Yukon in these upcoming meetings. The 
Honourable Dennis Patterson will be contacting your Premier in 
the very near future to seek support for the participation of 
the Government of the Northwest Territories in these meetings. 

As you know, it has consistently been the position of the 
Government of the Northwest Territories that constitutional 
affairs in CanaBa cannot move forward without first reaching a 
reconciliation with Quebec on their outstanding concerns. We 
would welcome the opportunity to participate in a process 
leading to a truly unanimous approval of the Accord by all 
legislatures in this country. I sincerely believe that the 
involvement of the Governments of the Northwest Territories and 
the Yukon would convey t() Canadians the message that First 
Ministers are prepared to build towards a Canadian 
Constitution that accommodates the interests of all regions of 
Canada. To continue to deny the participation of territorial 
governments in national constitutional matters simply 
transplants into another region of Canada the alienation which 
Quebec has felt in the past. It would be short sighted and 
unfair to exclude territorial participation in constitutional 
meetings and conferences of First Ministers. 
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I have included for yo.ur info.rmati.on, a copy .of my present.ati.o·n 
to tb.e Joint Committee o_f th.e Senate and House of Common-s in 
August o.f 19.87. I am -prepar.ed to d.i.scu.ss with you in mor·e· 
detail the nat.u.re of our con-cern.s and to explore possible 
s.ol uti.on-s t.o all.eviate our concerns without compromising the 
essential principles underlying the Accord 

Sincerely, 

Michael A. Ballantyne 

Enc lo.sure 



DEC 2 9 1988 

The Honourable Terence R.B. Donahoe, Q.C. 
Attorney General 
Government of Nova Scotia 
P.O. Box 7, Province House 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
B3J 2L6 

Dear Mr. Donahoe: 

The Meech Lake Accord 

I was encouraged by the recent news that First Ministers will 
be meeting early in the new year to discuss matters relating to 
the Meech Lake Accord and the proposed constitutional 
amendments that would flow from the Accord. However, I was 
equally alarmed by media reports which have already cast doubt 
on the involvement of the Governments of the Northwest 
Territories and the Yukon in these upcoming meetings. The 
Honourable Dennis Patterson will be contacting your Premier in 
the very near future to seek support for the participation of 
the Government of the Northwest Territories in these meetings. 

As you know, it has consistently been the position -of the 
Government of the Northwest Territories that constitutional 
affairs in Canada cannot move forward without first reaching a 
reconciliation with Quebec on their outstanding concerns. We 
would welcome the opportunity to participate in a process 
leading to a truly unanimous approval of the Accord by all 
legislatures in this country. I sincerely believe that the 
involvement of the Governments of the Northwest Territories and 
the Yukon would convey to Canadians the message that First 
Ministers are prepared to build towards a Canadian 
Constitution that accommodates the interests of all regions of 
Canada. To continue to deny the participation of territorial 
governments in national constitutional matters simply 
transplants into another region of Canada the alienation which 
Quebec has felt in the past. It would be short sighted and 
unfair to exclude territorial participation in constitutional 
meetings and conferences of First Ministers. 



;:[ have included ,£.or ,_y.our in,f:orma<ti'on , .. a cqpy of my 1p.rr.e:seM::a;tiQn 
\to 't'he J.oi:•nt Commit·,tee ·.of t:he 'Se·nate .and House ,01f ,Commons :d:n 
August ,o"f .J.:987.. I ,am rpr.e_p.are;d ,t:o ,ad.·scu;ss wit:,h y.o.u in ,,mo.r1e 
,deta:Ll t 1h.e n.atur.e .o:f our conc<e:zm:s an.d .t•o e,cplore .poss.fble 
solutions t'o ,al.leviat.e :our c.onc.erns ,.witbo.ut ;comp:r,omi:sing t'he 
-es·sential pri-nc~i,ple:s unde,rlying ·the Accor.d 

Sin:c,erely,, 

Michael A. :-Ballantyne 

Bnc.Los-ul.'te 



The Honourable James Lockyer, Q.C. 
Minister of Justice and Attorney General 
Government of New Brunswick 
212 Centennial Building · 
P.O. Box 6000 
Fredericton, New Brunswick 
E3B 581 

Dear Mr. Lockyer: 

'Ille Meech Lake Accord 

DEC 2 9 1988 

I was encouraged by the recent news that First Ministers will 
be meeting early in the new year to discuss matters relating to 
the Meech Lake Accord and the proposed constitutional 
amendments that would flow from the Accord. However, I was 
equally alarmed by media reports which have already cast doubt· 
on the involvement of the Governments of the Northwest 
Territories and the Yukon in these upcoming meetings. The 
Honourable Dennis Patterson will be contacting your Premier in 
the very near future to seek support for the participation of 
the Government of the Northwest Territories in these meetings. 

As you know,•it has consistently been the position of the 
Government of the Northwest Territories that constitutional 
affairs in Canada cannot move forward without first reaching a 
reconciliation with Quebec on their outstanding concerns. We 
would welcome the opportunity to participate in a process 
leading to a truly unanimous approval of the Accord by all 
legislatures in this country. I sincerely believe that the 
'involvement of the Governments of the Northwest Territories and 
the Yukon would convey to Canadians the message that First 
Ministers are prepared to build towards a Canadian 
Constitution that accommodates the interests of all regions of 
Canada. To continue to deny the participation of territorial 

_ governments in national constitutional matters simply 
transplants into another region of Canada the alienation which 
Quebec has felt in the past. It would be short sighted and 
unfair to exclude territorial participation in constitutional 
meetings and conferences of First Ministers. 



1lI '.'ha~e J:nc:l\llded ·for ,y.ou-r .i:nform:aJ:ion, a .cqpy ·a£ ·my ;pr.e&.en:ba::tixm 
·to ·"the J.oint .. Commit'te:e of the .S.enate .a·na :Ro.use 0£ .. commons .±n 
'Au:g.u:st :.of JJ9i87. ..I :·am pite.parie~a .t:o d;i:s.'.cus .. s :wit:h ¥OU .. ±'.n -'.mo.r:e 
de,ta.il ·tb'.e ;!n,a:ture .o-f :our .c.o-n,c)ern-:s 1a,n.d ·.t·o -e.xp~l·o•r·e .p.o:s:-s:iblie 
,,scUu,ti·o.n.s ·±o .:,allev.i,a,te :our ,.c,c;mcer.ns without ·coJQ:promi0s_j.:ng th·e 
~es:s.entlal ,p:r.in-oi,p1e·s un.derl,ying ··the 'Accord 

:-Si·n.cerely, 

,Michael 'A.. Ballantyne 

Bnc.losure 



The Honourable Stuart Smith, Q.C. 
Attorney General 
Government of British Columbia 
Parliament Buildings 
Victoria, B.C. 
VSV 1X4 

Dear _Mr. Smith: 

The Meech Lake Accord 

DEC Z 9 1988 

I was encouraged by the recent news that First Ministers will 
be meeting early in the new year to discuss matters relating to 
the Meech Lake Accord and the proposed constitutional 
amendments that would flow from the Accord. However, I was 
equally alarmed by media reports which have already cast doubt 
on the involvement of the Governments of the Northwest 
Territories and the Yukon in these upcoming meetings. The 
Honourable Dennis Patterson will be contacting your Premier in 
the very near future to seek support for the participation of 
the Government of the Northwest Territories in these meetings. 

As you know, it has consistently been the position of the 
Government of.the Northwest Territories that constitutional 
affairs in Canada cannot move forward without first reaching a 
reconciliation with Quebec on their outstanding concerns. We 
would welcome the opportunity .to participate in a process 
leading to a truly unanimous approval of the Accord by all 
legislatures in this country. I sincerely believe that the 
involvement of the Governments of the Northwest Territories and 
the Yukon would convey to Canadians the message that First 
Ministers are prepared to build towards a Canadian 
Constitution that accommodates the interests of all regions of 
Canada. To continue to deny the participation of territorial 
governments in national constitutional matters simply 
transplants into another region of Canada the alienation which 
Quebec has felt in the past. It would be short sighted and 
unfair to exclude territorial participation in constitutional 
meetings and conferences of First Ministers. 
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I have included for your in.formati-on, a copy of my presentation 
to the .Joint Committee of the Senate and House of Commons in• 
August of 1987. I am prepared to discus,s with y.ou in mo.r,e 
•detail the nature of our concerns and to e.xplore po.ssible 
.solutio.ns to alleviate our conce•rns without compromis.in.g the 
essential principles underlying the Accord 

Sincerely, 

Michael A. Bal.lanty;ne 

Enclosure 



The Honourable James McRae 
Attorney General 
Government of Manitoba 
Legislative Building 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
R3c ova 

Dear Mr. McRae: 

The Meech Lake Accord 

DEC 2 91988 

I was encouraged by the recent news that First Ministers will 
be meeting early in the new year to discuss matters relating to 
the Meech Lake Accord and the proposed constitutional 
amendments that would flow from the Accord. However, I was 
equally alarmed by media reports which have already cast doubt 
on the involvement of the Governments of the Northwest 
Territories and the Yukon in these upcoming meetings. The 
Honourable Dennis Patterson will be contacting your Premier in 
the very near future to seek support for the participation of 
the Government of the Northwest Territories in these meetings. 

As you know, it has consistently been the position of the 
Government of·the Northwest Territories that constitutional 
affairs in Canada cannot move forward without first reaching a 
reconciliation with Quebec on their outstanding concerns. We 
would welcome the opportunity to participate in a process 
leading to a truly unanimous approval of the Accord by all 
legislatures in this country. I sincerely believe that the 
involvement of the Governments of the Northwest Territories and 
the Yukon would convey to Can_adians the message that First 
Ministers are prepared to build towards a Canadian 
Constitution that accommodates the interests of all regions of 
Canada. To continue to deny the participation of territorial 
governments in national constitutional matters simply 
transplants into another region of Canada the alienation which 
Quebec has felt in the past. It would be short sighted and 
unfair to exclude territorial participation in constitutional 
meetings and conferences of First Ministers. 
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1:. h.a:ve inciuded for yo.ur information,, a copy o.f my p:re,sen.tation. 
to the· Joint Committe.e o·f the Senate and· House of Commons in 
Augu·st of 1987. r am pr.ep:ared to di,scuss with yo·u in more,, 
detail the: natu:re o.f our conce:rns and to explore pos,sible 
so.lu.tion·s to alleviate our concern.a w;ithout compr·om.isin.g the 
es•sential princ.iples underlying the Accord 

Si.ncerely, 

Michael. A. Ballantyne 

Enclosure 



C-~ r:: .. 

The Honourable Ken Rostad, Q.C. 
Attorney General 
Government of Alberta 
227 Legislature Building 
Edmonton, Alberta 
TSK 2B6 

Dear Mr. Rostad: 

The Meech Lake Accord 

DEC 2 9 1988 

I was encouraged by the recent news that First Ministers will 
be meeting early in the new year to discuss matters relating to 
the Meech Lake Accord and the proposed constitutional 
amendments that would flow from the Accord. However, I was 
equally alarmed by media reports which have already cast doubt 
on the involvement of the Governments of the Northwest 
Territories and the Yukon in these upcoming meetings. The 
Honourable Dennis Patterson will be contacting your Premier in 
the very near future to seek support for· the participation of 
the Government of the Northwest Territories in these meetings. 

As you know, it has consistently been the position. of the 
Government of•the Northwest Territories that constitutional 
affairs in Canada cannot move forward without first reaching a 
reconciliation with Quebec on their outstanding concerns. We 
would welcome the opportunity to participate in a process 
leading to a truly unanimous approval of the Accord by all 
legislatures in this country. I sincerely believe that the 
involvement of the Governments of the Northwest Territories and 
the Yukon would convey to Canadians the message that First 
Ministers are prepared to build towards a Canadian 
Constitution that accommodates the interests of all regions of 
Canada. To continue to deny the participation of territorial 
governments in national constitutional matters simply 
transplants into another region of Canada the alienation which 
Quebec has felt in the past. It would be short sighted and 
unfair to exclude territorial participation in constitutional 
meetings and conferences of First Ministers. 



!il .':have Jm.C:1.:u'd:ed ,;f.ar :;v.our .tn:fnr.ma;t,ion, .a ·cQP¥ a.£ .:my _k:pD.esentabimn 
•
1±:0 ±he .J:ad:n:t :comm±t:t.-e•.e .. of ':the -·s:en:a.te and ,souse Q1f :commons c:im . 
. 'A.ug,us± ,;c,£ ~I,Q\8'.7,.. ·1 .:am )Pr~parre:d i:t.o ·.,dd.:is.cus;s ,wl.t.h )YOU :i1n im:011:te 

.:detaa:·1 ::t1he· :n.,atur-:e ,:,o.£ :.o.u:r :ac:moer.ns :an:d ··t·.o ::e~.p\lore ,1po:s.-sTb1e 
;.s:oJ:.u-ti:ans \to :1a,L1e:v:i.ate .-.our ,:c.o·n:cer.ns .without 1.CotQ.p·,%'·.omJ.::si·n'.g .:th:e 
':ees.entdt:al ::.p:ri·ncj;p~e:s ,under~y<i'TI.'.g the ,Accor.a 

•Michael .A. ,Ba!J.lantyne 



The Honourable Lynn Verge, Q.C. 
Minister of Justice and Attorney General 
Government of Newfoundland 
Confederation Building 
St. John's, Newfoundland 
AlC ST7 

Dear Ms. Verge: 

'.ftle lleech Lake Accord 

DEC 2 9 1988 

X was encouraged by the recent news that First Ministers will 
be meeting early in the new year to discuss matters relating to 
the Meech Lake Accord and the proposed constitutional 
amendments that would flow from the Accord. However, I was 
equally alarmed by media reports which have already cast doubt 
on the involvement of the Governments of the Northwest 
Territories and the Yukon in these upcoming meetings. The 
Honourable Dennis Patterson will be contacting your Premier in 
the very near future to seek support for the participation of 
the Government of the Northwest Territories in these meetings. 

As you know, it has consistently been the position of the 
Government of ·the Northwest Territories that constitutional 
affairs in Canada cannot move forward without first reaching a 
reconciliation with Quebec on their outstanding concerns. We 
would welcome the opportunity to participate in a process 
leading to a truly unanimous approval of the Accord by all 
legislatures in this country. I sincerely believe that the 
involvement of the Governments of the Northwest Territories and 
the Yukon would convey to Canadians the message that First 
Ministers are prepared to build towards a Canadian 
Constitution that accommodates the interests of all regions of 
Canada. To continue to deny the participation of territorial 
governments in national constitutional matters simply 
transplants into another region of Canada the alienation which 
Quebec has felt in the past. It would be short sighted and 
unfair to exclude territorial participation in constitutional 
meetings and conferences of First Ministers. 
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:a: ;hav,e }inc:lpded ·f_ar aour :in:fior,matio:n,., .a .c:qpy a£ ;igy :imes:entratmn 
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-essentl.al ,pr.in.c.·i,p.1:es underlying ,_the Accoi:r,d 

Slncerel:Y, 



DEC 2 9 1988 

The Honourable Wayne D. Cheverie, Q.C. 
Minister of Justice and Attorney General 
Government of Prince Edward Island 
Province House, P.O. Box 2000 
Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island 
ClA 7N8 

Dear Mr. Cheverie: 

The Meech Lake Accord 

I was encouraged by the recent news that First Ministers will 
be meeting early in the new year to discuss matters relating to 
the Meech Lake Accord and the proposed constitutional 
amendments that would flow from the Accord. However, I was 
equally alarmed by media reports which have already cast doubt 
on the involvement of the Governments of the Northwest 
Territories and the Yukon in these upcoming meetings. The 
Honourable Dennis Patterson will be contacting your Premier in 
the very near future to seek support for the participation of 
the Government of the Northwest Territories in these me~tings. 

As you know, it has consistently been the position of the 
Government of•the Northwest Territories that constitutional 
affairs in Canada cannot move forward without first reaching a 
reconciliation with Quebec on their outstanding concerns. We 
would welcome the opportunity to participate in a process 
leading to a truly unanimous approval of the Accord by all 
legislatures in this country. I sincerely believe that the 
involvement of the Governments of the Northwest Territories and 
the Yukon would convey to Canadians the message that First 
Ministers are prepared to build towards a Canadian 
Constitution that accommodates the interests of all regions of 
Canada. To continue to deny the participation of territorial 
governments in national constitutional matters simply 
transplants into .another region of Canada the alienation which 
Quebec has felt in the past. It would be short sighted and 
unfair to exclude territorial participation in constitutional 
meetings and conferences of First Ministers. 
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11:o 1:t\he ,,J.oi.ittt ·:comm±tt,ee o'f ,the iSenat,e :a·nd .>House ',O:f :commons ii~n 
'Aug.us1t .,·.of .:19.87.. ·:1 ,-am ;.p:r4pare:a :.t.o :d:i.,scus:s ,wi,t:h ::you _jm :mo~e 
::det'a'.i'.1 ·,-t,he nature .o'f ,,-our :c:o·nce1:n:s .an:d ;:t·o ,,e~plor,e ,;p.o.·-s~s'ib:1:e 
-..scilutions :.t.b :c!lJl'e;yi:a:te -·o,ur ,:con.cerns -,without ,conw:r.omill:i·ng :th,e 
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Michael it. ·:sal·l:antyne 

:•Bnc:los.ure 



The Honourable Roger Kimmerly 
Minister of Justice 
Government of Yukon 
Box 2703 
Whitehorse, Yukon 
YlA 2C6 

Dear Mr. Kimmerly: 

The Meech Lake Accord 

DEC 2 9 1988 

Attached is a copy of a letter I recently sent to all the 
Attorneys General of the provinces an.d the Attorney General of 
Canada. I look forward to discussing this matter with you in 
the coming weeks. All the best to you in the new year. 

Sincerely, 

Michael A. Ballantyne 

Enclosure 
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