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March 12 1991 

The Hen. Tom Butte~a, 
Minister of Housin9 
Gove~nment o! the NWT 
Yellowknife NWT 
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tear Hon. Butter■: 

We have ~ust co~pleted our ne;otlatlons toe• two year contract with 
the Union o! Northe~n WoEker• and wanted to brin9 yaQ ~P to date. We 
acted very :e&ponslbl~ and only agreed to items within oux budget 
liml~s. Even thou;h th• a•plo~••• wanted •oz• th~n vo aould ~iloz•, 
we staod £lra and convinced thea to accept less. Dur1n; ne;otlations 
an issue was zalBed and we wanted to let fOU know about it as 1t was 
impoitant to our employee,. 

Yacatlon travel assi■tanc1 1■ lapoztant to our employ•••· A• alaost 
all our employee• aie lnult !r011 s»angn1ztun9, they want to go out an 
the land and ve have enco~raie4 thea ta do so throu9h OQ% ·collective 
A9reement. Frankly thia 1aves the N,W.T, Housing Carpotat1on a lot of 
aaoney as our eaploy••• could 90 to Montreal and provide a lot af money 
to southern campanl•• and the Corpozatlon would covaE the co■ta under 
ouz !unding •~ran;ementa. 

We would preie1 that th• bena!1ts :emain in the com■unlty and that our 
employees take thel~ !amll1e1 out on the land ta encoutage tradlt1onal 
and cultural t111. A land vacation 11 worth more to us as the 
employees retu~n well rested and feel1n9 at peace with theaselvea. 
Their famllie■ baneE1t.and given the high cost■ 0£ qas and !ood, they 
would not be able to·a!ford a vaoat1on on the land without our 
asa1stance. 

While ve are ellgibl• to receive the.full aizfare bene!lt from the 
' 
' 

Coz:poratlon, we are· not 1119ible ta r:1c11ve 1101:e than $450. per: . 
employee, 1350. per spoQ■• and $150, peE child, land travel benefits. 
Thl ■ •PP••~• to dla~~lalnate against 9oln9 out .on the land. We do not 
provide the fall cash ~~uivalent o! ov1z $1800. We only provide 38\ 
per employ•• a1·, • l,, r.2:avel banef1 t with ieduced benefits !oz: spo\ase 
and childr1n. we z•~~~ve 25\ back from the Corporation. 
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· While ve are ••ving the Corporation money, ·we •r• be1ng penalize~ for 
doing 10. Wa would like ta receive the full amount o! our expenditure 
which vould stlll save the Coipoiatlon thousands of dollars for 
employees taking land travel compared to the flights to Montreal, 

We would appteciate any assistance you could provide to assist us in 
recovering vhat we believe is-~ cost saving benefit.· 

Sincerely, 

~k' ,;,_e 
Haniaplk 
an of the Boa:d 

cc: Ha:nek H&thezoo 
D1st~1ct Hanagez: 
Iqaluit H.W.T. 

tpeel1e Kllabuk 
HLl 
Baf£1n South 


