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Thank you tor your letter- dated June. 27, 1991 regarding your 
response to my earlier memo on the boundary between our two claims 
areas. · 

I too-am vary surprised about your latter as I believe that I have 
represented our discussions accurately. We obviously have a 
difference of opinion that should ba dealt with in a call I will 
make shortly to your office and at a meeting that you have proposed 
in tha -next c:aupia of weeks •. 

There, ara -aavaz'.al :. points I. ·would like to make, in response:.· ta your 
letter-. '?ha. f edaral _government has. no role in negotiating a 
bo~darY:.. . bet.we• our_ respective: . j'urisdiceiona--- other than ta 
tacil1itate- our· nati•ons<-qatt±ng: toqettter·,,-tc,~-. worJc:,·th±s•:out.-· .amongsc.· : 
ourselves. The federal government· has no authority in this matter. 

As you are vary much aware, the Dena Nation will vigorously object· 
to any boundary arran9 .. ant to which we have not consented. The 
Dana Nation is prepared to discuss land ownership arrangements that 
relate to the boundary-but 1:Jiis must be dealt with in the larger 
cantaxt of the boundary-itself. I believe that we had agreed that 
you .wm:• p~ .-to- -~ider. Den•-. land:,. selection•. acroa& any set 
bound~. t '%!' a:a>: cone~: that'': 'bltia<daes;:\not;:'.,&~:1tar be- the, case,, 
new, •. 
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The boun~ary put forward by Mr. Parker has been contested. by the 
Dene Nation partly because of the dispute around the area south of 
the Thelen Game Sanctuary. This was recognized by TFN at least as 
early as 1986 when the Dene had difficulties with accepting the 
initialled May 9 ,· 1986 proposal. In 1989 I met 'with your 
predecess.or,.Donat Milortuk and Terry Fenge of your staff during the­
LegislatLve.,-Assembly.· in Norman Wells and later in Yall.owknife at .. 
the· Mackenz1i-a-:.Lounga., where the- problems '°1th~ a boundary· line. -sou.ta.,' 
of the Thelon ware _discussed. 

Mr. Parker's mandate did not allow him to consider the 
representation• of the Manitoba and . Saskatchewan ·chipewyan in 
making··hi~ proposal." ,Aa. y~u: discussed with- me on a~, recent phone 
call.,-: yaq_ have reQ0gni.zed/•.t11a -artificial: :nature :ot bQW1dari.e;s:: a-s 
an> obstecla:- in; building ~::Nunavut,.. tba·: same,·-thing, ·applie.,;_t.Q: .bull.cling, 
Denendeh. · · 

I was pleased to hear th.at you ara willing to discuss a Treaty that 
will once and for all rid any animosity between our peoples. It 
is unfortunate that you appear to ·believe that TFN can settle a 
boundary without the consent of the Dane and then negotiate 
~anagament _ of overlappj_ng interests. • · 

I look forward-to discussing this wi 
and meeting with you soon. 

I ,i 
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Bill Erasmua 
National Chief 

cc. Chief■ of Danendea. 
AFN 
Ethel Blondin 
Mary, Silaon - i • · 

Ro·aamazy, Kuptana~,-"· .'. 
JacJc Anawack -
MLA's 
John Amaguoluk 
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you further over the phone 
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