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Deor BINY,

| wes very surpriscd t0 recetve yesterdsy e copy of your widely circulated memo

to the Chiate of Dsnendsii dealing with the boundery to ssparats the Dene/Matis

ond: Nunavut land clotim ssttioment arees. Your memo misrepresents TFN's position
on the boundary fesue, 80 | am responding to correct eny felss impressions thet
mey:result. | am sure that you eppreciats the nead for eccurecy and clarity on this
{esue, particulerty es the Legtsiative Assembly of: the-Northwest Territortes is

- a00n to debats amendments to the territortal plebiscite ect, to atlow for & ‘
plebiscite on the boundery to divide the Northwest Territories. Pmu fes! fres to
circulete this letterto your chisfs.

TFN and the feveve) mmnmmmmmtomummm
Settiement Ares from your own. We expect thess negotistions to be concluded

shartly. Fallowing this, land.ownarship negatistions. will move shead for the '
Kittkmeot region. Aftergovernment and TFN heve finaiized the lend clstmyboundery.
we would be.prepered to sit down with you, and the Chisfs of Denendeh, to diecuss
cooperetive errengements to menege land end naturs! resources in the zones,on
either side of the boundery, used by both Dene/Metis end Inuit, and the interesting

{dea of a treaty of peece end Trisndship between our respactive peoples. Of courss,

we remesin firmiy committed to the principie thet inuit and Dene/Metis should be

eble to continus ta hunt, fish and trap in those arses used end accupied within

iving memory, no metter the location of the boundary. :

|8 = P srev—g—— y e

—— e ——— - — e+




ot S - e o - a0 SNBSS S W S 1S e S AP ¢ ¢ g

Your memo states that: “TPN s prapered to discuss the boundary agatn with the
Dens end sre willing to consider land selsctions by the Dene scross any set ,
boundery line". Thie 1s just not true. | am at @ loss to sxplain how you received tm
tmpression from our recent telsphone conversation thet you tnitieted. =
Furthsrmors, your memo tates thet: “TFN {s eleo prepared to entertain differsnt
options for togking at the boundery south of the Theton Game Senctuary”. Once
more | can only say thet this 1s not the cass. The land cleim boundary south of the
senctusry ig not and hes not been in dispute betwesn us for some time.

Cartainty your tetter-ta correct in steting that TFN wishes to eos the Thelon Geme.
mmm I think this.fe @ goal that we share end te something thot we-
should talk sbout in the future, | would be heppy to outiine to you how we intend to
- use the Nunevut Final Agrssment to better protect and manags the Thelon Gems
Senctuery. | sepect to be in Yellowiknife next week or the week sfter, deaiing with
potitical development matters. | think that it would be sppropriats if we met then,
1f only for me to refterets to you the contents aof this latter. My best regerds.

ce.T. Stddon,
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Ontario
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813) 238-1066
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PRESS RELEASE

(Otawa - July 5, 1991) TFN AND THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGREE
ON A BOUNDARY TO SEPARATE THE INUIT AND DENE/METIS LAND

Paul Quassa, President of the Tungavik Federation of Nunavut, the
Inuit organization negotiating the comprehensive land claim on
behaif of Inuit of the Northwest Territories announced today -that
TFN and Mr. Siddon, the Minister of Indian and Northern
Development have agreed upon a boundaty to upmte the Inuit and
. Dene/Metis land cllim settiement areas.

Mr. Quuu noted: “"After much debate, involving representatives
from TFN and the communities directly affocted, we have been able
to striks a deal with the federal government on the land claim
boundary and additional land to be ownmed by Inuit in the Contwoyto
Lake region, south of the boundary.”

This is an important agreement said Mr. Quassa. °It allows land
ownership anegotiations in the Kitikmeot region 10 go ahead as
planned, beginsing on July 22, 1991. In addition, it ecaables the
Legislative Assembly of the Northwest Territories to amend the
plebiscite ordinance to authorize a territorial-wide plebiscite
adopting the land claims boundary to divide the Northwest
Territories to create Nunavut.”

"This agreement keeps us om schedule to fimalize the Numavut Final
Agreement and to create Nunavut,” said Mr. Quassa.

Mr. Bob Kadlun, Vice Preaident of TFN, stressed:"This agreement
enables Inuit to gain fee simple title to 230 square miles of land
adjacent Fry Inlet on Comtwoyto Lake, in addition to the land
quantum of 25,495 square miles for the Kitikmeot West region,
specified in the Numavut Agreement-in-Principle. We are ecadorsing

- 91-(1) TABLED ON JUL 05 1991




- ———— e Ao ee o ot

the land claim boundary recommended to Mr. Siddon because we are
now to own land in and around Contwoyto Lake that we have said
should belong to Inuit.,*

The boundary agreement also ecnables Inuit to negodate to own land
in the Healey Lake region, south and west of Contwoyto Lake, in
addition to the land quantum for the Kitikmeot West region, "This
area too is important to Inuit,” said Mr. Kadlun. "We have used this
area in the past, and it is rich in wildlife.”

Mr. Louie Pilakapsi, TFN's second Vice-Presideat noted that the
boundary agreement also deals with the future status and
management of the Thelon Game Sanctusry. Mr. Pilakapsi noted: “The
Minister of Indian and Northern Development has assured us in
writing that the Nunavut Final Agreement will provide for a
coordinated management plan for the whole sanctuary within five
years, and that no boundary changes will be made to the sanctuary
within this period. Following this, any boundary adjusuments are to
be subject to the resource planning and management institutions and
processes set-up through our Finsl Agreement. This is important,”
noted Mr. Pilakapsi. "Inuit in the Keewatin want the Thelon Game

. Sanctuary to remain in place, and we are using the Numavut Final

Agreement to ensure this."

For further details contact:

Paul Quassa, TEN President 613-238-1096 |
Bob Kadlun, First Vice President 403-873-9277

Louie Pilakapsi, Second Vice President 819-645-2800
TFN Communications Department 1-800-465-3232
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