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~.oL;;,t. 6c-cr<l~ )cll~dc bnL~'rc 

·. . GENERAL DELIVERY. ARCTIC BAY, N.W.T. CANADA XOA OAO 

October 24, 199_0. 

Ludy Padluq 
M.LA. . 
Governm.ent of the N.W~T. 
Yellowk_nife, N.W.T. 
X 1 A 2L9 .. -.: .. : 

Re: Gove~-~me~t Support for Educat1on 

our CEC shar~s the following concerns that have been expressed in the 
Baff1n at b_oth th~ r~g1ona1 and local level. 

Houstog 
We currently employ a classroom assistant to teach our kindergarten 
program. According to formula we are ent1tled to a qualified t_eacher for 
that pos1t1))n, ~ut have no available hous1ng. 

Four of our teachers are married couples from southern Canada and they 
occupy two hOU$.es. When they leave Arcttc Bay, we will be forced either 
to h1re two mqre teaching couples or to h1re single people. Two strangers 
shar1ng accommodation does not work out 1n most cases, yet 1f we are 
forced to ~:1r~ c~uples there 1s the strong poss1bi11ty that one person w111 
be a strong te3c~.er and the other 'weak. The housing shortage severely 
l1f(l1ts our _c_ho1ces 1n h1r1ng and reta1n1ng teaching staff. 

We also haye- three s1ngle people on staff who are over-accommodated, 
that 1s., ~cc;upy·1ng two-bedroom houses. Th1s does not make sense when 
many (am1l1es 1n town are 11v1ng 1n overcrowded housing. 

The ava11ab1_1_1.ty o_r. housing could also serve as an 1ncent1ve for the people 
of our community to enter the teach1ng profession . 
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fund10Q { or C§_§Y~l BtQJacement of Te~~J1ers Jn Tratnlng_ 
The recent re~uct1qn-_tn funding from the Eastern Arctic Teacher Education 
Progr_am .will have a ~,r1ous and detr1rrienta1 affect on our school in Arct1c 
Bay. The pattern ,tor the Qualified Inuit teachers on staff has been to work 
f1rst as a clas_,sro~m asststant and then to attend T.E.P. 

We presently ~ave four classroom asststants on. staff shar1ng teach1ng 
respons1b111t1es 1n our classrooms. we had hoped to fac111tate the 
crua11f1c.at1ort process by serid1r1g tt,e (..;l<:1s~wuoJ11 c1~~1~Lc:1r1L~ out lo short 
EATEP courses 1n lqa,U1t dur1ng the school year, but our budget cannot 
afford to cover the costs of casual replacements wh11e the assistants are 
away. As our cl~ssroom programs have been developed w1th the classroom 
assistants, a. would be d1ff1cult to off er these programs w1thout 
replacement staff.· : .. . 

•' ' ' l ' • 

We had also hoped to fac111tate qua11ficat1on by offering courses for the 
classroom ass1$t.ants here 1n Arctic Bay. we have been informed, however, 
that there is no fund1.ng available for a f1eld··based program. There 1s 
ne1ther f~nding for an 1nstructor to come from outside the community nor 
funding or tr,~i_n_tng· ror superv1s1ng teachers from w1th1n our staff. 

tt has been stated by the Department or Educat1on 1n Yellowknife that the 
tra1n1ng of nat1ve teachers 1s of the highest pr1or1ty. The funding for th1s 
teacher training may seem too costly ror other government departments, 
but in the long te~~ tt w111 be far less costly than constantly h1ring and in· 
serv1c1ng te~tier~ from the south. 
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As the M.L.A. _for our commun1ty we are requesting that you ra1se our 
concerns at the next sess1on or the Leg1slat1ve Assembly. There 1s an 
urgent need for long term plann1ng to ensure that our ch1idre_n can receive 
the. edu~~t1~~ _they deserve as residents of the Northwest Territories. 

Yours s1nce"r·ely, 

t~\~~~J, . 
. .Moses Oyukuluk., 

Cha1rperson, Community Education Counc11. 

cc. Stephen Kakfwe, M1n1ster of Education 
Joe Enook, Ch~1rperson, Baff1n O1v1s10na1 Board of Education 
Chuck Tolley, O1rector, Baff1n Dfv1s1011al Board of Educat1on 
NaullaQ Arn;1n;=to, Supervisor, Baffin D1v1s1onal Board of Educa1ton 
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