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INTRODUCTION -

The Environmental Rights Act was passed by the Northwest Territories Legislative 
Assembly on November 11, 1990. Under the Act, the Minister of Renewable Resources is 
responsible for preparing an annual report describing all applications, prosecutions, actions 
and convictions pursuant to the Act. 

The Environmental Rights Act sets out environmental rights for the residents of the 
Northwest Territories. These rights include access to information respecting environmental 
contaminants, the commencement of investigations into discharges of contaminants and the 
comp1encement of prosecutions of alleged statutory violations. The Act further provides for 
the protection of employees from the actions of employers when possible offenses under the 
Act have been reported. · 

To date, there have been three requests for action pursuant to the Environmental Rights 
Act: 

i) The Minister of Renewable Resources was requested to initiate an investigation into 
air emissions from the Yellowknife landfill site and the Royal Oak Giant Yellowknife 
Mine roaster stack; 

ii) The Minister of Renewable Resources received a request for an investigation into 
sulphur dioxide and arsenic emissions from the roaster stack at the Royal Oak Giant 
Yellowknife Mine; and 

iii) A request for access to information relating to the Yellowknife Forward Operating 
Location (FOL) was submitted to the Government Leader. 

The Department of Renewable Resources was directed by the Executive Council to 
coordinate responses to the initial applications received by the Government of the 
Northwest Territories under the Act. The Department has since received direction from the 
Government Leader to provide a coordinating role for any applications that may arise under 
the Act. The Deputy Minister of Renewable Resources is responsible for contacting other 
affected departments when assistance is required. 

REQUESTS FOR INVESTIGATIONS 

On December 30, 1990, the Minister of Renewable Resources received a request to initi? 
an investigation into air emissions from the Yellowknife landfill site and the Royal ' 
Giant Yellowknife Mine roaster stack. The application was not actioned as the requr 

· not made in accordance with the requirements of the Act. The Department of Rr 
Resources continues however, to review the management of solid wastes within 
Yellowknife. 
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On April 22, 1991, the Minister of Renewable Resources received a request to investigate 
the environmental impacts of the release of arsenic and sulphur dioxide from the roaster 
stack at the Royal Oak Giant Yellowknife Mine. An investigation was initiated by the 
Department's Pollution Control Division with the following specific objectives: 

i) Determine as closely as possible emission rates of arsenic and sulphur dioxide 
from the roaster stack; 

ii) Determine the fate of arsenic and sulphur dioxide dispersed to the environment 
and estimate the concentrations and total loading within the dispersal zone; and 

iii) Determine the cause of vegetation damage observed in the vicinity of the Royal Oak 
Giant Yellowknife Mine. 

The Department of Renewable Resources continued to collect field information on arsenic 
and sulphur dioxide emissions from the roaster stack, to respond to the request received 
under the Environmental Rights Act, until November 1992. A final report of monitoring 
results is being prepared by the Department to be forwarded to the Minister for release to 
the applicants and Royal Oak Giant Yellowknife Mines. 

The Minister of Renewable Resources has provided progress reports to the applicants as 
well as to Royal Oak Giant Yellowknife Mines throughout the investigation. 

REQUESTS FOR ACCESS TO INFORMATION 

On April 22, 1991, the Government Leader received a request for access to information 
regarding the Yellowknife FOL. The request was then forwarded to the Department of 
Renewable Resources. 

The Department of Renewable Resources, in conjunction with the Departments of 
Municipal and Community Affairs and Justice, coordinated a response to the request. The 
departments collected all pertinent information required under the Act and provided it to 
the applicant on November 15, 1991. 

PROSECUTIONS, CONVICTIONS A.ND OTHER ACTIONS UNDER 1HE ACT 

There were no requirements for action under these sections of the Act. 
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SUMMARY 

During the. first two years following implementation of the Environmental Rights Act, the 
Government of the Northwest Territories has received one request for access to information 
and two requests for investigations. 

The Department of Renewable Resources, in cooperation with all other GNWT 
departments, coordinated the development of procedures for the implementation of the Act. 
The procedures clarify the steps in applying for and administrating access to information 
and/ or investigation requests. 
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<1~nc-n.O"'CjJ' "~Q.a.~nCjbCjO"'°"..o' Lc-LCjb b~r'nc~~~Cjbr'L~Cjb ..oa. 'r'<ICjJ' Lc-Lc-~CjA'J' ..oAJ\n. 
11, 1~so-'-Jnc...:>J. Le-La' fl..:>c-<IJ', r O"'"C°"L ..oa.r~~c-n.~bd' bLr7CjbCjbnc~,Cjb ,a. CjbeO"'Cjrb 
<1Cjc;JcL Cjbr'~Lrb ~O"'bb Cjbr'L ~rb ~Cjb~r'Cjb Cib)O"'b cLa Q. O"'b, ~b)?C~~O"'\ a Cjb Cib)Cibc~ncn~O"'b, 
bLr7~~0"'b (r'7~r'L ~O"'I,-=> Lc-Lll c Lc-bc~nc. ..:>re. 

<l~nc-n.O"'c;JC "~Q.a.~nCjbCjO"'CjJC Lc-LCjb ~CjbCjbr'L °"LC <l~ncc rb~..oc "~Q.a.~nCjb~O"'cna.O"'b 
ll..o Cjdnr7~~c ..00. 'r'<ICjr. (bd<I /\ ~Q. a.~nc a~ Cjb Cib)C )Pr'r<l?nb,O"'b Cd~Q. a. CjbCCjO"'Cjb 
"!,~nCjbCjb)O"'b <1~nrb i.?a~c.c-<1!,~c~~Q.a. Ci)O"'b, b~r'r<1Cjbnc~r'LO"'°"rQ.O"'b c;b~~, Cjbc~Cjd7~~crb 
a.AnCjbc~~Cjb '-rbb..:><ICjL 'L' i??c~~Q. a. Cj)Q. O"'b <ILL..:> <Dc-n. <1Cjbnc~O"'°"rQ. O"'b 
flCibCib)Cib(~~c;b~ "Lnc...:>rc Lc-Lll' r'CjdrC~r'L~n.O"''-ra...oc. Lc-LCjb a~Cjbn.,Cjb 
, > !, 7~r'L Cjb 'Cn. <ICjb Cj O"' ,ra. O"' b fl Cjba.ll 7 Cjb(lC bLr7~ 'Cllc-L 7 n. <ICjb Cj O"' "rQ. ..o c fl Cjba.ll 7 Cjbnc n~c 
r'Cjdr'nr'L ~c;b)lla.n. <1c;b CjO"'c;a ~c;b CjbnC. ..:>J Le-La, fl..:>c-'-rQ. O"'b. 

~ c.-=> r JC, /\ °"L}r'L °'-LC )br'c;~(lc bLr7~~c;b Cib)Cjb Cjd7~nc. ..:>J Lc-b(~ c. ..:>nb ll..:>c-,re 
<1~nc-n.O"'c;J' "~Q.a.~nCjbCjO"'CjJ' Lc-LCjr: 

i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

r O"'"C'-L' ..oa.r~Cc-n.~bdC )br''iCjA~r'L~~Cjb)Cib Ar<ICjbncnCjd7~c. ..:>O"'b Cjb~~,aO"'Cjb r'~JC 
(<IO"'Cjb~ Cib)Cibccc;ccna. ..o') i??C~~Q.a.)lla.n. <ICjb Cib)O"'b ,a.r'L ~Cjb CjL '-L' 7..:>a.llr 
<Jbcda Cj" ,r <ILL-=> ?a ~c. ~bd' !r7f17Q.'d' 7..:>a.ar ~7c;,O"'b <1~bn?n°"LC 
)Cibi<l~..:><lcrb: 

r O"'"C°"L' ..oa.r~Cc-n.~bdC )br''iCjA~r'L~~Cjb)Cib Cjb~~, Cib(~c;d~~CjbCjbnC...:>J apcnb,7crb 
(sulphµr dioxide) (ILL..:> )CjdQ.a. Cib)O"'b (arsenic) >~CjO"'b ~7«;'-0"'b <l~cncnn.!,~n'-LC 
)Cibi<l'i..:><IO"'b 7..:>a.ar !r7f17Q.La °"LO"': <ILL-=> 

)br'c;Cib)Cib~~Cj)Cjb )Pr'r<1?nb,O"'b Cd~L ~Cjb CjbiO"' "!, JnCjb Cib)O"'b 7-=>a.ar ~a.cCib)b,a, 
<l~c.. CjArCjbcc;,..c;b(C\L G.O"'b (Forward Operating Location, FOL) L~L bdC r1,c-CjbnC\L a...oc. 

L~L bdC ..oa.r~Cc-n.~bd'-r' nc-7~c-~~Cjb)C <I~~ cn~c bnL~'rQ. ..o' bnCjbif1c;d7~c. ..:>nb Cjb..oCjb 
p~!,~nb,,rQ.O"'b r1,C.C-CjCT ~b)?C~~O"'b J\7~r'L~O"'b ..00.'r'<1< L~Ld'-ra...oc Lc-Lll' Lc-b(~c...:>rc. 
a Cjba.l17c;A '-L' caL °"LO"'' nc-7~r'Lc-Cjb)' L~L bd' r1,c-Cjbn°"L Q. ..o' <ic;Pbia~~\J7~Cjb'Cc;inb 
c;b..oannaa. CjO"'b DPc-~Cjbn~Cjd7~c. -=>nb) ~b)c;~nCn.7~~c.c-<1~0"'b Lc-Lll' Lc-bc~O"',ra.O"'. r O"'"c~< 
)'-rc-'-L ..oa.r~cc-n.~bd' bL~~nc~,Cjb Cjb~~bbf1 CjbcCjO"'Cjb <lr''rQ. O"'b ab" ,O"'c;bC~r'L ~O"'b 
a Cjba.l17c;A °"O"' L~L bdO"'' ab~Cjbc~7n. <1c;bc-?nb. 

)br'c;~(lc Cjb~~, Cib(~Cjd~~Cjb CjbnC. ..:>J 

nr' An. 30, 1 sso-'-Jnc. ..:>J,· r O"'"C'L' ..oa.r~cc-n.O"'c;J' )br'c;~Lrb "~~Cjbr'L ~Cjb 
Ar<ICjbncnCjd7~c...:>O"' c;b~~,aO"'Cjb >~'-rQ.O"'b 7..:>a.ll (lb(dflc;A°"LQ.O"''Lc;bccCj)O"'b (ILL..:> ?a~c. ~bdC 
~7«;°'-0"'<ICjA'-LC <l~bnn?n°"LC )Cibi<l~..:><lcrb. ca.a. )br'c;~(lc J\c-n.<l'-Jr<l~~?Q.crCjb)Cib 
)br''i~C~~L..:><ICjb ~b)Cjd~Q.O"''rL c Lc-b(~7<1CjbCjO"'C\,rc Lc-b(~r'L~~°"ra.O"',rQ...o( Lc-Lll'. L~LbdC 
..oa.r~cc-n.~bd'-r' Pr'<IO"' ic-, Cjba~r<1~~CjbCCj>' <1~~ 'C~CjbcCjO"',rQ.O"'b r1n~A' <1bcdt1' 7..:>a.a~ 
..oa.c-'-r'c L~L ,r ..o' <1~~c~~O"'b. 



i) 

ii) 

iii) 

)Pr'a..i'n~c;..)nb c;bcro.crc;b(C\.Lcr c;b.onr ~°'-rcrc;bc;L'LC )«idG.a..«ib)flc._:, flPnb,7flc._:, 
)«ib i~°'-Lcrb; 

)Pr'a..i'n~c;..)nb c;b.oflc-<'c.c-~«ib(«iL °'-LC )«idG. a. ')fl' flPnb,7fl c...:, ~<'nJ~«ib(C.c-~nc. ..)re 
c;bl>~a..i~c;..)rc...:, c;b.o «ib , °'-rcrc;b «ibnr°'-L 'LC ~LL..:, c;b.onr fld~c..nCl>~b,c-~n..7l>«ib(«iL 'LC 
l>d~c..n«ib(l>A °'-rQ. er; ~LL..:, 

)Pr'a..i'n~c;..)nb .00..1>< c;b.onr i?«ibr'Lcr°'-L c;bcrr7°'-rQ.cr ?fl-<c. ~bdC 1)7Cj°'-cr~c;A°'-LQ.cr. 

L<'l>de .oa..rl>Cc-n..~bd'r' bn'ib,'fl',fla..c..l>c;b)C .oa..rb )Pr'cr~?nb,bbo.crc;crb )«idG.a.. «ib)crb 
flpcnb, 7.cr"..:, )~«ib)cr 'L «ib)crb )«ib i~c-(1>7°'-Lcrb, Pl> ~~nb,c-l)·«ibr'L c;d71> c. ..:,n"..:, )br'Cjl)L JC 
~<'nc-n..cr«iJC A-<Q.a..l>c;bc;A'.o' Lc-L«irb .oAJ\n.. 1992-°'-J<ii~c;cr°'-L.o'. P°'-Lc-«ib(«ibr'l)f1C 
l>crbbc-~c c;bl>~,«ib(l>r'Lc-«ib)cr ,a..7.l><'c.c-~c-c;b)C £1«iba..fl7c;A°'-L.o' )cr«i?(b,l)C...:,cr r cr"C°'-L.oe 
,de)o. a..c.. c;LJ c;bl>~, c;d~r'L-<.o' ~LL..:, ? fl-<c. ~bdc l>7<i°'-cr~c;A °'-L a..o c. 

r CT "C°"L' .oa..rl>Cc-n..~bdC ~)/10..l>n'nr'Lc-c;b)e l>crbbc-~crb (fl bd.o "L )br'<ic;bc..l>c;b).o' 
7. _:,o..flr..) 1)7.Cj°'-cr~c;A °'-Lcr CL bd~ c;bl>~, «ib(l).('c. c-~crc-L °'-rQ. er. 

)br'Cj«ib(l>r'L-<' )Pr'r~?nb,crb J\-<L -<' 
~/1/\?c. 22, 1991-°'-Jnc. ..:,J, L<'L bdC r'~c-«ibn°'-L' )br'Cjl>Lrb J\c..l>'ib)«ib )Pr' cr~?nb,crb 
A-<L-<rb J\~~~b«ib)crb 7..:,a..flr l>a..(«ib)b,fle rccc;A°"LG.crb. CflQ.a.. )br'Cjl>' )cr7.l>c-c..l>«ib)«ib 
.oa..r1>cc-n..~bdQ. .o'. · 

..qa..rl>Cc-n..~bdC, J\c-n.. c;bnrc. ..)re .oa..c-'-cr L<'L bdc-n..~bdC ~LL..:, fl c;b «ib)f1Ac-n..~bdC, 
<J«iPbrflc-c..l>«ib)C Pl>~-<nb,cr. /1 c;ba..fl7.c;A C bn«ib,Jf1c..l>c;b)C ~)c;cr°'-rQ. (Tb )Pr' cr~?nb,crb 
/\~-<nCjb «ib)crb Lc-L «icrb ~)fla..1>nc1>c. ..:,n"..:, )br'<ic..l>'ib)JC .oAJ\n.. 15, 1991-r. 

f1Cib'ib)Lb,O.C\,J«ibncc, (r'7.l>'<«ib, ~r'~Jc...:, bLr7.l>'<e Lc-L/1e ,°'-rcr°'-rQ.cr 

bLr7.I> c;d7.l>~crb 'c;pcn-<c;bc..l> ,re) «ib Cd~ /1..:,c-°'-rQ. CT Le-LI><. 



o.~" c-r<Jc;br'L ~c J\7n..?flC 

L c;?c..l>c;b)l\.cr r'C)cr<lcr -<lc;~j°'-cr <l<'nc-n..crc;JC "~Q.o.l>n.Dc Lc-L c;b J\Cc;bc-c..l>°'-rnc.~J le-, 
.DO. Cr'<J< L<'L bdl\,rc <ICl>r'c;rb )br'~c;C\l>r'L ~c )Pr'<l?nb~ c;b(?L ~c;b c;bnC. ~J <JLL~ L c;?°'-crb 
c;bl>~~ c;b(l)c;d~r'L ~°"crb. 

L.<'L bdC .Do.rl>Cc-n..~bd°'-rc' J\c-n.. c;bnc;b c;bCit'nb CL~ Q. crb .DO. Cr'<J< L<'~ bd°'-rcrc' 
<lc;Pbt~~l>c;b('i)C A<'c.c-<lcr°'-rcc <J)«ib(l)«ib(c;cr°'-rcc Lc-L~c. Lc-r<lc;btc 
o.~o.!1 bd(l>~c.c-c;b(c;LC J\o.t<l?L ~c;b c;b(C )Pr'cr<l?nb~ bb Q. crc;crb <JLL~/l)('_;a-C 
c;bl>~~ c;b(l)«id~~c;b c;b(C. 


