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Nov-Ol-ZODO D3:3Zp1 Fro1-YK DENE FIRST NATION +867-873-5969 

Y cllowknivcs Dcoc First Nati.v&1 
Box 2514, Ycllowknifc, N.W.T. XlA 2P8 

Ref: 122S-20-12 

June 30, 2000 

DcnahPh.: 
Dca:.ahPax.: 
.Ndilo Ph: 
Ndilo Fax: 

The Honourable Stephen Kak:fwi, Premier 
Office of the Premier 
Government of~ Northwest Territories 
P.O. BOX 1320 
YELLOWKNIFE NT XIA 2L9 

Dear Premier Kakfwi: 

(867) 873-4307 
(867) 873-S969 
(867) 873-8951 
(867) 873-SS4S 

•• .... . ,r 1' , I . ,'- ,•,•,.,.,,, I • '.., - ~ - ,-,.....,_.
9

1 ~•, ;•,_",- •: • l •"•.,. ,. 

T-212 P.002/DDZ · F-BBI 

The Yellowknives Den First Nation support the establishment of June 21 as a statutocy holiday. 

First Nations peoples represent the majority of the Northwest Territories and a s1BtutOly holiday 
would bring increased awareness to our culture and heritage. This proposed holiday would provide 
all people, including First Natiom peoples in the Northwest Territories with an occasion fur fiuuilies 
to come together to~ our traditions and our commitment to sacred values. 

Sincerely, 

· · Chi~f Richard--Bajericon 
Denah 

c: . David Krutko, MLA. Mackenzie Delta 

Chief Peter Liske 
Ndilo 
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Smith's: Landing , •1rst Nation 

November 08, 2000 

David Krutko, MLA 
Mackenzie Delta 
Legislative Assembly of NWT 
P.O. Box 1320 
Yellowknife. NT. Xt A 2L9 

c/o P.O. Box 1470, Fort Smith, NT, X0E 0P0 
Phone (867) 872-4950 • Fax (867) 872-5154 

Smith's Landing First Nation. Chief and . CoWtcil and its membership support the proposed 
holiday of June 21 '', 2000 as a statutory holiday that would increase the awareness of our culture. 

Yours 

Fred Daniels 
Chief, Smith's Landing First Nation 

cc Premier Stephen Kakfwi 

f 



~ 
Northwes~ 

Territories Legislative Assembly 

Member for Mod<enzie Delta 

July 1, 2000 

ALL ABORIGINAL LEAPERS 

Declaration of Aboriginal Day as a Statutory Holiday 

Today, on Canada _Day, I would like to enlist your support to declare Aboriginal Day, 
June 21 as a statutory holiday. We arc the founding fathers of this country. First 
Nations peoples also represent the majority of the Northwest Territories, and a statutory 
holiday would bring increased awareness to our culture and heritage. This proposed 
holiday would provide all people, including First Nations peoples in the Northwest 
Territories with an occasion for families to come together to reaffirm our traditions and 
our commitment to our sacred values. 

Our Premier, the Honourable Stephen Kakfwi has suggested in the Legislature that if 
there is enough support from Aboriginal Groups for this initiative, his office would 
seriously considering declaring Aboriginal Day as a statutory holiday. 

Respectfully, I would like once again, ask for your assistance, by requesting you to 
write a letter of support to the Premier for this important initiative. I have attached a 
recent news article for your consideration. If you have any questions or concerns you 
wish to address, please feel free to contact me at your convenience. 

Yours truly, 

.,r---, /' .,.,I~-,.. / .,,,., ,, . ... t ~ ; 
c Ct,1./J'.7' .-,-( IN 

David Krutko, MLA 
Mackenzie Delta. 

c.c. Premier Stephen Kakfwi. 



July 7, 2000 

David Krutko, MLA 
Legislative Assembly 

Box 1107, Fort Smith, N.W.T. 
XOEOPO 

(867) 872-2643 
Fax: (867) 872-5225 

Government of the Northwest Territories 
P.O. Box 1320 
Yellowknife, NT XIA 2L9 

Re Support for National Aboriginal Day as a Statutory Holiday 

Dear Mr. Krutko 

The Fort Smith Metis Council requests and fully supports a declaration by the Legislative 
Assembly of the Northwest Territories, of June 21, National Aboriginal Day as a statutory 
holiday. 

Our Metis and Dene people should be recognized as original peoples and for their continuing 
contributions to the Northwest Territories and the Nation. 

Sincerely 

--:7~:? 
Gordon Villebrun 
President 

C. Premier Stephen Kakfwi 



19illage of jfort $impson 

July 18, 2000 

Mr. David Krutko 
MLA 
Mackenzie Delta 
P.O. Box 1320 
Yellowknife, NT 
X1A 2L9 

Dear Sir: 

Post Off ice Box 438 
Fort Simpson, N.W.T. 

XOE ONO 

Telephone (867) 695-2253 
Fax (867) 695-2005 

Please Quote 

File no. 21102 

Further to your letter of July 1, 2000, Council at its meeting of July 17, 2000 passed the 
following Resolution. 

Resolution #2000 - 207 
Moved by: Councillor Canvin 
Seconded by: Councillor Villeneuve 

That Council supports an initiative-by D,1viri Krutko, MLA Mackenzie Delta 

to declare June 21 as a Statutory Holiday (Aboriginal Day) in the 

Northwest Territories. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

Yours truly, ~ 

/7---~--
Bruce Leclaire 

Senior Administrative Officer 



INUVIK 
TOWN OF INUVIK, 2 FIRTH STREET, BOX 1160, INUVIK, N.W.T., CANADA XOE OTO (867) 777-2607 FAX (867) 777-2071 

July 4, 2000 

Mr. David Krutko 
MLA, Mackenzie Delta 
Government of the Northwest Terntories 
Legislative Assembly 
Box 1320 
Yellowknife NT X1A 2L9 

Dear Mr. Krutko: 

re: DECLARATION OF NATIONAL ABORIGINAL DAY AS A STATUTORY HOLIDAY 

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to your initiative to have National Aboriginal 
Day declared as a statutory holiday. 

The Town of lnuvik has proclaimed National Aboriginal Day for the past three (3) years. 
In addition, our Recreation Department and local aboriginal groups have worked 
planning various events in celebration of the occasion. 

We would like to take th is opportunity to lend our full support to this initiative. 

George Roach 
Mayor 

GVR/sfs 

c Honourable Roger Allen, MLA - lnuvik - Twin Lakes 
Floyd Roland, MLA - lnuvik - Boot Lake 



BOX120, TUKTOYAKTUK, 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

July 06, 2000 

Mr. David Krutko 
MLA, Mackenzie Delta 
P.O. Box 1320 
Yellowknife, NWT 
XIA 2L9 

Dear Mr. Krutko: 

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES. XOE 1CO (867) 9TT•2286 
FAX (867) 9TT•2110 

RE: JUNE 21ST -ABORIGINAL DA ¥/STATUTORY HOLIDAY 

During the Regular Council Meeting which took place July 05, 2000, Council reviewed 
your Jetter requesting support to declare June 21 st a Statutory Holiday. 

Council fully supports the initiative of declaring June 2 l st a Statutory Holiday. The 
proposed statutory holiday would bring increased awareness to our cultures and heritage. 

On behalf of Council, I wish the Legislative Assembly success in declaring Aboriginal 
Day a Statutory Holiday. 

Ernest T. Pokiak 
Mayor 
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06July2000 

David Krutko, MLA 
Mackenzie Delta 
Legislative Assembly of the NWT 
PO Box 1320 
Yellowknife, NT, XIA 2L9 

Dear Mr Krutko: 

Re: Dedantion of Aboriginal Day as a Statutory Holiday 

Thank you for your letter dated I July 2000 requesting Council's support for the establishment of 
AboriginaJ Day as a Starutory Holiday. 

I am please to advise you that the Council for the Town ofNonnan Wells reviewed your request 
during its regular session held on the 4 th of July 2000. At that time Council unanimously passed the 
following motion: 

"Be it resolved that Council hereby supports the establishment of a statutory 
holiday, recognising June 21"' as Aboriginal Day." 

, trust that this will be satisfactory to your campaign. I your have any further comments or requests 
do not hesitate to contact the undersigned at your convenience. 
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ULIU~Al fNS1J1lJ 
Hay River Dene Reserve 
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HAY RIVER NT XOE 1G4 
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August 11, 2000 

Hay River Dene Reserve 
P08ox3054 
HAY RIVER NT XOE 1G4 
CANADA 

Premier Stephen Kakfwi 
Legislative Assembly 
Government of the Northwest Territories 
P.O. Box 1320 
Y cllowknifc, Nf 
XIA2L9 

Dear Premier Kakfwi: 

;230 2300 

6us: (867) 874-8480 
Fa><: (867) 874-3667 
E-Mail: dc;iadmln<lDdmuscutwre.org 
Website:www.dsnecuttura.org 

Our File: 1200 

Re: Declaration of Aboriginal Day as Statutory Holiday 

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Dene Cultural Institute and myself, we wish to lend our 
support toward the establishment of Aboriginal Day on June 21" as a GNWT designated statutory 
holiday. June 21 si is a Culturally significant day for all peoples of Canada to recognize the 
contributions that First Nations have made on this land and to this country we call "Canada". 

Within our organizational policies, the Dene Cultural Institute bas recognized and designated June 
21 st as Aboriginal Day since April 0 1, 1997. We encourage the GNWf to move toward reaffirming 
our traditions. Mahsi Cho. 

Respectfully, 

~ \<'"..., --­

Jean Marie Broda 
Executive Director 

cc: David K.rutko, MLA. Mackenzie Delta 
DCI Board of Director's 
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August 15, 2000 

l""o: . .uu.:.r !ltcvG I<Akfwi, ML.A 
Ouvcuuncut of the Northwest Territories 
Box 1320 
Yellowknife, NT 
X[A2L9 

Dear Premier Kakfwi: 

RE: Starutory Holiday: Aboriginal Day 

I would like to provide my support to the suggestion that you consider 
establishing Aboriginal Day as a statutory holiday. 

Aboriginal Day could continue to give the aboriginal peoples of the 
Northwest Territories an opportunity to present information on their people 
and communities. It would improve the opportunity of full participation by • 
the people of the Northwest Tenitories in the events of celebration in every 
region and communicy through the NWT. 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 

o, President 

Cc. David Krutko 
MLA Mackenzie Delta 

Gwich'in Llnd, Culture ~nd Economy for a Betrer Future 



07/06/2000 23:59 8678733395 

July 7, 2000 

Hon. David Krutko 
Member of Legislative Assembly 
Mackenzie-Delta 
P.O. Box 1320 
YEl.LOWKNIFE. NT XIA 2L9 
Fax.: (867) 873 - 0276 

Dear Mr. Krutko. 

NatJonal AborlginaJ Day 

METIS NATION NWT 

LOCALSI 

Please accept this Jetter ;u the Board of Di.rectors of Yellowknife Metis Nation Local 
#66's support for and appreciation of your efforts to bavc National Aboriginal Day 
declared a statutory holiday by the Government of the Nonhwc:st Territories. 

Indeed, approximately haJf the Nonhwest Terrirories' population js of Aboriginal 
ancestry and it. therefore, only makes sense that the: Oovcmmcnt of the NWT rccognius 
and celebrates the tremendous contribution Aboriginal people have made - in 
development of the North. 

In closing, we look forward to the Oovcmmc:nt of the Northwest Tcrritorie5 declaring 
Nationa1 AboriginaJ Day a statulory holiday, as a consequence of your hard work. 

Yours truly, 

William A. Enge 
President 

PAGE 01 



BEHDZI AHDA FIRST NATION 

June 30, 2000 

Stephen Kakfwi 
Premier/MLA for Sahtu 

P.O. BOX 53 
COLVILLE LAKE, N.W.T. XOE lLO 

(867) 709-2200 Fax (867) 709-2202 

Government of Northwest Territories 
Yellowknife, NT- XIA 2L9 

Dear Mr. Kakfwi, 

Re: Statutory Holiday Declaration of Aboriginal Day 

As per the statements made by the other MLA 's in the Legislature, to declare Aboriginal 
Day a Statutory Holiday. I would like to support the initiative on behalf of the people of 
Colville Lake. By expressing the need to recognize a day for the Aboriginal people of the 
Western Arctic, and not to mention our ancestors who have worked very hard by carrying 
the foundation of our history into this decade and not being recognized for it in any way. 

Like many Canadians we too have to declare a day for ourselves and not be caught up in 
the every day business and political world. 

Mahsi'' for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely on behalf of the people of Colville Lake, 

(j2L~~vzq} 71~, 
Richard Kochon 
Chief 

Cc. David Krutko MLA for Mackenzie Delta 
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Metis Heritage Association 
P.O. Box 1375 
Yellowknife, NT, .XlA 2Pl 

Phone 873---350S 
Fax 873-3395 

David Krutko, MLA for Mackenzie Delta 
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
Government of the Northwest Territories 
P.O. Box. 1320 
Yellow.knife, NT, XIA 2L9 
Toll Free l-800-661-0784(e,a.) 2268 
Telephone NumbCf': (867) 669-2268 
Fax Nwnbcr: (867) 873-0276 
E-Mail Address: I2AYWJ(RUTKO@GOV.NT,CA 

Dear Mr. Krutko, 

July 07, 2000 

RE: LETTEB Of SUPPORT for National Aboriginal Day au a Statutory Holiday. 

As per your letter Pated July I, 2000, the Mctis Heritage Association is in full 
support to have June 21, 2000. National Aboriginal Day, declared a statutory holiday. 

Since 1996, June 2 J of every year has been recognized and celebrated in Canada as 
National Aboriginal Day, a day supposedly set aside to honor the significant 
contributions made to Canadian society, by and for AborigjnaJ peoples, as well as for this 
great Nation. 

Trus day, although acknowledged and supported by the Territorial and federal 
government, has still not been marked as a statutory holiday. Yet, to this day NationaJ 
Aboriginal Day has not received that long in the waiting recognition it so well deserves, 
so that all people within the Northwest Territories can participate and enjoy. 

Aboriginal people have and continue to make great contributions to the Northwest 
Territories for the betterment of Aboriginal people and the T crritory as a whole. 

PAGE 01 
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The Metis Heritase Associatio~ therefon,, i, requesting that the Legislative Assembly of 
the Northwest Territories, declare June 21, National Aboriginal Day, as a statutory 
holiday. 

Any Questions or comments in regards to this issue can be directed to myself at the above 
noted numbor.s. 

Cc: Metis Heritage ru.,ociation-NWT 
Board of Directors 

~ 
~ Chairperson 

PAGE 02 
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DENE NATION 
DENENDEH NATIONAL OFFICE 

P.O. &~2338 
Yellowimife,NT 
XlA2P7 

Pboae: (167)l'73"'408I 
. ·i:u: (867) 920-2254 
E-Mail:~.com 

"30 YEARS OF PROTECllNG AND IMPL£MENTING 
1llEATY AND ABORIGINAL RJGHIS" 
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DENE NATION 
DENBNDEB NATIONAL OFFICE 

r.o. Box 2338 
Ydlawkaifc, NT 
XIA 2P7 

Pllom:: (167) ~l 
Fu.: (167) ~22S4 
B-Ma1J:dr:r»-N,i,sl@:.•imicm.com 

Honourable Steve Kakfwi 
Premier 
Government of the Northwest Territories 
Pi0..:Box i320 

,· Yellowkmfe. NTXlA 2L9 
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It is with great joy ~d cmthusiasm, that the Dene Nation of Denendeh hears, that the current 
Members of the Government of the Nurth~:it Territories Legislative Assembly wish to 
recognize the cultural and inter-Tribal significance of Juni., 21 to Aboriginal Peoples of the 
Northwest Tem.tories (Appendix A). If passed by the GNWT Legislative Assembly, the 
declaration of the: National l>ay of Aboriginal Solidarity as a statutory holiday would be il 
triumph for aH Peoples .residing in Dcncndch. 

At the April 1982, Annual Oerieral Meeting of the Assembly of First Natioru:, held in Penticto~ 
Briti~h _Colutnbia. a motion was unanimously passed by the delegation of First Nation Chiefs to 
d~lmc ~une 21 as a "National Day of Aboriginal Solidarity" fur Indian people. The motion 
further st.a:tcs ·11June 21, is the longest day of the year and m&rk~ the·ch~ging of the season.~. It i~ 

__ i*lp.~~-~~ "v.1ten the seeds of our future sustenance have.been sown and g1,0W in this land 
wtqch i; p~~_since time immcmotjal~ (see 1982 Assembly of First Nati<?~ ~ptfon ~J~)., 

, • . - .. . . ~ i • ,: • • • • • • • : •• • • : • • ·r. ; • -_ - . - .. 

· ·1AAJJ~-n~e National &1scmbly, held in Bell Rocle, Denendeh. on July 29.;August,5.-1991-; in ·· 
tum, unanimously declared "that June 21 shall be observed as a National Day of Aboriginal 
Solidarity in Denendeh imd that all Dene Offices shall observe this day as a holiday" (see Dene 
National Assembly Motion# 91 /96--007). Since that time, Dene First Nation and Tribal 
Governments have acknowledged the National Day of Aboriginal Solidarity as a statutory 
holiday. 

For some time now, thcro ~ bei;n some confusion by the general public over the titles 
11National Day of Aboriginal Sulidarity" and "National Aboriginal Day." ''National Aboriginal 
Day" is an Indian Affairs initiative to try tn help celebrate th-= First Nations' dcchu-cJ 

"'197f1.:2nfJ0-30 YE.A..RS OF PROTECTING AND IMPLEMENTING TR.£ATY .t ABOIUCINAL RIGHTS" 
Nt,tlonal 0./fict! Loa,ttd r,t r' Floflr, Discow.ry '""• 470/ Pr•nklill Ave1tuot, Yt!llnwln,ife 
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"National Day of Aboriginal Solidarity." The marketing of DIAND's National Aboriginal Day 
only helped confuse and undermine the importance _of the Assemt>Iy of F4st Nations and all 
governing first Nations' declaration for June- 2 ~ :,~ tlie' past, ·the Dede Nation bas tried to explain 
the difference to focal event organiz.cr,s (Appcndix•B). . -·. 

It is hoped that the GNWT Legislative Assembly's motion will support. the First Nations' 
declaration rather than the Indian Affairs version. If the GNWT Legislative Assembly pa.<1se.<i a 
motion that supports the "National Day of Abori~al Solidarity" as a statutory holiday, then 
we all win. Anything less or different would be rhetoric. 

Good luck in your endeavours. 

Should you require ti..lrthcr cxpJanation, please call our Yellowknife office and ask for the Dt=nc 
National Chief or Executive Assistant, Joe Jack. 

c. Chiefs of Denendeh 
Tribal Council J ,eaders 
Honourable Robert NBlllt 

BFljj 
00/01-402 

Sincerely. 

.. 

Dene National Chief 
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s 
P.O. Box 2338 
Yellowknife. NT 

X1A2Yl 

DENE NATION 
DENENDEB NATIONAL OFFICE 

Phone:· (867) 873-4081 
Fax: (867) 920-2254 
E-Mail:denc-natioD@uimi.com 

PRESS RELEASE 

NATIONAL DAY OF ABORIGINAL SOLIDARITY 

June 21, 2000 (V ellowknife) - Dene National Chief Bill Erasm.Q.S is asking the People ofDmendch 
to acknowledge the Natio11al Aboriginal Solidarity Day as a time for reflection. "It is time to 
remember who we are as descendant~ of the Dene. It is time to reflect who we arc as First Nati.on 
Peoples. We all-have families. We are parents, aunts, uncles and grandparents. We all pt.y diffi::nmt 
roles in the larger community." 

NatioDBl Chief Erasmus empha.sized that "teaching the language, maintaining traditional customs, 
values and laws. and living in ru11I11ony with the land, arc all contributions that make up a Nation. 
In order t'oT the Nation to swvivc, we mu.sl practice our own teachings." 

"We must respect who we arc and we must n:spcct others. Our Treaties say that ~ must respect 
other peoples with different languages. custom!', foods and lifcstylcs"rciteratcd the Dene National 

Chief. 

The National Day of AboriiPnal Solidarity was declared in Penticton, BC, in April 19821 by First 
Nation Chiefl. at the Assembly of First Nations Annual General Meeting. 

The 2111 Dene National Assembly held in Bell Rock:, Oenendeh on July 29~ August 5, 1991 supported 
the AFN Declaration by declaring June 21 as a National Day of Aboriginal Solidarity in Denendeh. 
All Dene Government offices are to observe this day as a holiday. 

For further information, 
please contact: 

Bill Erasmus 
Dene National Chief 
(867)87)-4081 

- 30 -
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AC1'l011: 

@- KOfIOR: (Cbief Roa Boi.Honeau, C:.rclan linr BaJMI, Ca~ari.o. 
Chief Toa Eaqaaes•• ~U Bay land, Oauc-io) 

~AS Che Imperial CrCNn ha■ becr■:,ed a true vi.tlt cbe 
Indian NaciON in C.n•d• by ~nilacerally cr ... fe&Tin1 
CrGllll ob1iaacion• to Indi■n Ration• co tb• Federal 
CrOlln in Caaedc ; aad, 

.,._,s ;hil ace ia •••n b,- the Indian Bacion• io C...da • 
• act of covardice in Che face of prua11re ttaa • 
Canadian Go,,ernmenc t.abicb ~hmi ~ dolli.Daca aMl coa­
crol Oll'i' lan.ct and o&ar people; 

I"IIEU70U: JE 11' US0LVE1> chac Indian people i11 Canada will 
ao longer celebrac■ the b;rdlday of the Queen Victoria, 
cbe symbol of Bricisb · j~atice, on !lay 24: ■ad, 

U IT l\iilllU BZSDI.VED tbai: in it. place, we ~obe dta~ 
Juae 21, be declar•d a National Day of SolidariEy for 
hdi.a people. .1.me 21, ia cbe lcn:ageat day of ua yea~ 
and -■:k• tha changing of ehe •e••cm•. It is dao tbe 
tima when the aeeda of our funare auai:eaance h.,,. b-o 
!IOlffl and grow in thi• land which u oun since cima 
ilaaaorial. 

CADIZ?» 

40 - ?10TION: (Chief krnard Ominayak, 

VBEltltAS the Lubicon L.k.e Band 
Buffalo Lake h•ve & land 
Aboriginal lighca; and. 

Lictle 
and 

WIIEUAS Che L~bicon Lake Band Cree Co11aUni~y of Little 
Buffalo Lake ia current being innu"da~ed by an influx 
of oil ezploration an drilling •ctivity on the land 
they have laid cla· and. 

WHEREAS the LYbicon ake Band and Cree Coaauni~y of Little 
ave instituted legal procaedings against 

the Gove nc of Canada in die Federal Cour~ of Canada 
•nd aga· at the Government of Albe~ta and se~eral oil 
r:ompa H in the Alberta Courta; and, 

WH!: Band and other claimants have no fund• ea puraue 
dleir lesitima~e caae; and~ 

••• /16 
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Motion 91/96-007 
21ST DENE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

BELL ROCIC, DENENDEH 
JOLY 29 - AUGUST 5, 1991 

RE: DTZDJIUa DAY DI ABORXGilfAL SOL;rDAIJTJ 

WHEREAS the Assembly of First Nations has declared 
June 21 as a Nationa1 Day of Aboriginal Sol.idarity iii& authorized in 
Motion #39 pa&sed at Penticton, BC in April 1982. 

THERE:f'ORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Dena Nation 
declares that June 21 shall. be observed aa a National. Day ot 
Al:>original solidarity in Denendeh and that all Dene ortices shall 
observe this day as a hol.iday. 

MOVED BY: 

SECONDED BY; 

FOR: 

CHl'.EP STAN SANGUEZ, JEAN MARIE RIVER 

PHILIP LISKE, NDXLO DELEGATE 

AGAINST: 

ABSTENTIONS: 

MOTION IS PASSED UNANIMOUSLY THIS JRD DAY OF AUGUST 1991 -CERTIFIED BY: __ .,,,-
./"] / 
~C?·_ .... -·t ,_ 

:)/~ 
•' / _, 

BILL ERASMUS .. 
DENE NATIONAL CHIEF 

I 
! 
f 
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lit 

Sarah Baker 

P.O. Box 2338 
Yellowknife, NT 
XlA 2P7 

Indian & Inuit Services 
PO Box 2760 
YELLOWKNIFE. NT XIA 1R6 

Dear Ms. Baker, 

DENE NATION 
DENENDEH NATIONAL OFFICE 

Phone: (867) 873--4081 
Fa-c (167) 920..2254 
E~Mail:cfcno.qation{""~.com 

March 13. 1998 

Thank you for providing our office with information concerning the upcoming cvems for 
.. National Aboriginal Day,.. June 21st. 

The Dene National Office bas chosen to not participate in your committee's initiatives similar 
to last year because we celebrate "National Aboriginal Solidarity Day". This is a national first 
nations celebration stemming from the 1982 Assembly of Fir5t Nations declaration. 

Our office has been in contact with the Assembly of First Nations to further clarify the 
difference becween the Department of Indian Affairs initiatives on National AboriginaJ Day 
and they coo have confirmed that their office and membership celebrate different events. 
Although this is our position, communities of Dcncndeh can choose whether they want to 
participate your upcoming events. Should the Yeltowk.nivcs Dene chose to panicipatc. we 
encourage that you provide our portion of funding to them. because of their large membership 
nnd first nacion population in the city uf Yellowknife. 

Should you require rurthcr infonnation please do not bcsiratc to call me at (867) 873-408l, or 
speak to our Exe<;utive Assistant. Shelly Anderson . .. 
Si~crely, / /. 

i/& 
/ Bill Erasmus 

Dene N ationaJ Chief 

cc. Chiefs of Denendch 
Assembly of First Nations 

BE/sa 
97/98-402 

.\'r,11,.11nl 11/}i,·" /,,r,u~I .,, 2nd n,.,,r, IJin:m•,:r,• /,,,,, J lfll • f·,.,,,Ji/i,1 1.-,·m,r. 1'.d/11,,-4.mf'it \ T 
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Karen Wright-Fraser 

.P.O. Box 2338 
Yellowknife, NT 
X1A2P7 

DENE NATION 
DENENDEB NATIONAL OFFICE 

Phone: (867) 873-4081 
Fax: (867) ~2254 
~ail; . 

Coordinator. National Aboriginal Day Celebration 
YELLOWKNIFE.NT 

Dear Karen, 

I understand you have been in contact with the Dene National Office reccutly to obtain 
information for this year's National Aboriginal Day Celebrations aod to provide DObCC that you 
will be inviting me to speak this year at the Y cllowknife Ceremonial Circle for the same 
events. 

Over the years The Dene National Office bas chosen to not participate in •National Aboriltin.al 
l2II: initiatives because we celebrate •Natiooa,[ Aboriginal Solidmjty IJ&y•. This is a national 
first nations celebration stemming from the 1982 Assembly of FII'St Nations dcclandon. 

Our office has been in contact with the Assembly of First Natiom to t\uthcr clarify the 
difference between the Department of Indian Affairs initiative., on National Aboriginal Day Hod 
they lOO have confinnc:d that their office and membership "Jebrate differmt events. Although 
this is our position. communities of Dcnendch can choose whether they want to participate in 
your upcoming events. 

Should you require further information please do not hesitate to call me at (867) 873-4081, or 
speak to our Executive Assistant, Shelly Anderson. 

ENCLOSURES 
cc. Chiefs of Dencndch 

Assembly of First Nations 

BE/sa 
98/99-402 

Bill Erasmus 
Dene National Chief 



.. 
t:lb/b'::ltl '.Ltllltl Mt.ll~ 

June 30, 2000 

Pranicr Stevm K.akfwi 

9'/el/J 9raHon .BocJ #52 
Fort Simpson, NWT 

P.0.-411 
Penlllllp■■a,NT 

XRONI 

Government of the Northwest Territories 
P.O. Box 1320 
Yellowknife, NT 
XIA2L9 

Be; Decluation of Aboriginal Day u a Statu'9ry HoJJday 

The Fort Simpson Metis Nation Local .S2 hereby fully supports all initiatives of 
Declaring June 21 ... Aboriginal Day, u a Statutory Holiday. 

We believe that aborigina] people should be honorcd and given the opportunity to 
(;Clebrate their traditions and culture on this special day, Aborigjna.l Day. 

Once again. the Fort Simpson Metis Nation Local S2 hereby fully suppom all initiatives 
of Declaring June 21 •. Aboriginal Day, as a Statutory Holiday. 

Mc:tis Nation Local S2 

Online Services 
Email: ~ .net 

W eblita: ~://'IN"ll'W .canc.orn. nct/-fsmftdcv 

PAGE 02 
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TO: 

FoRT .s1MPsoN··METIS·· NA1-10N 
L..ocu.S2 
BoJC.wl 
FCNtSlmp9on,NT 
XDEONO 

Tar: (187) HS-2431 Fu: (887) 895-204D 
E-m■I: ftmeldev9canC0111.net 

• " • • • r • •~ 

Name: Mr. Dov id Ka th<a , MacXeozie D::1+a ML.ft 

Date: Jure ,3()1 flC(Y) 

Fu: CBhJ) &7.3-00:7/a 

FROM: 

Name: Lisa Loll~rrv· 
Number of pages including cover sheet: ___________ _ 

COMMENTS: 

The Documc.cm accampa.nyi11g this aaa.am11·-.·on ea.main CC"aficlcwi:at biformadon insc:Dded fDl' a 
specific iD.diri.dual ud puiposc. The i.nfo u. u pmatc. uul ia lepJ.ly plVtecud by Ln,. If ~Q uc 
ttot 1he iatcaulccl nc:i.piaat, 'J'OU are bc:reby • tbu aa, cU.d.Oftlr'Co. c:1>pymg. di,w1,ntioa. or the 
taking of ar acdoa ha R&reacc m the ma of t.h.ir ll'lecapy infouuarloa .la nrir:dy pmhibital If 
you have m:ciftd dais infumaation c-r,mrnu.Di • 0.11 1D. cttor. plcue notify u.a immc:diaidy by rdcphoac 
.au.cl .rmina or.iginal m m by n:gala.r mail 

Uyou_ do &un: Rcci.-.: da.u fu: dcad7 « a,-pi.eidy p.kuc call (Bl;n '9S-2431 or 2'617. 
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Wells 9raHonEoca/#52 
Fort Simpson, NWT 

June 30, 2000 

Premier Steven Kakfwi 
Government of the Nor1hwest Territories 
P .o. Box 1320 
Yellowknife. NT 
X1A2L9 

P.0. .. 481 
l'enP1e11r .NT 

D&ON9 

Re; Deduation of AborigiQaJ Day u • Statutory Holiday 

The Fort Simpson Met:is Nation Local S2 hereby fully supports all initiatives of 
Declaring June 21", Aboriginal Day, a, a Statutory Holiday, 

We believe that aboriginal people should be honorcd and given the opportunity to 
celebrate their traditions and culture on this special day, Aboriginal Day. 

PAGE 02 

Once again, the Fort Simpson Mctis Nation Local 52 hereby fully supports all initiatives 
of Declaring June 21 1

\ Aboriginal Day, as a Statutory Holiday. 

-,/;f/li'fi/ 
Mctis Nation Local 52 

Online Services 
Bmail:~.Dd 

Webtite: htti,:/lwww.'211COra..nd/-film«dev 
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July 4. 2000 

+l-867·580-3703 

Hamlet of Paulatuk 
Genetal Delivery 

Paulatuk. N.T. XOE lNO 
Pb. # (867) 580- 3531 
Fax# (867) 580- 3703 

Honourable Stephen Kakfwi, Premier 
Government of the Northwest Territories 
Yellowknife, N.T. XlA 2L9 
Fax# (867) 920- 4735 

Honowable Premier K.akfwi: 

T-200 P.02/02 F-525 

Re: Support to declare Aboriginal Day, June 21 as a statutory holiday. 

The Hamlet of Paulatuk supports declaring June 21, Aboriginal Day, as a statutory 
holiday. Being a Comnumity with a very high percentage of Inuvialuit, we feel very 
strongly that our First Nations peoples should be recognized by the Government of the 
Northwest Territories. We. as a Hamlet; have taken our own initiative on this and have 
already recognized declaring June 21 as a holiday in our Community for our Hamlet 
employees. This year for the first time. our Hanilet employees have taken the day off 
from work to recognize our own peoples. and our own culture. This is very import.ant to 
the Community. We have recognized this in our Employment By- Law that was very 
recently passed by the Hamlet CollllCil. Yes. we a.s a Community believe that June 21. 
Aboriginal Day should be recognized as a statutory holiday. 

Thank you for your attention to this letter of support on this initiative and we look 
forward to hearing ftoni the Government of the Northwest T crritories on this very 
important initiative in recognition of our First Nations peoples. 

Signed. 

Keith Dodge, Mayor 

'/4- Hamlet of Paulatuk 

; cc. David Kmtko, MLA Mackenzie Delta i 
cc. Vince Steen, MLA Nunalcput 
cc. Paulatuk Community Corporation 
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INUVIK 
TOWN 0~ INUVIK. 2 FIRTH STREET. BOX 11eo, INUVIK, N.W.T .. CANADA )(OE OTO (11971777•:M07 FAX (&&n 7"77-2071 

July 4, 2000 

Mr. David Krutk:o 
MLA, Mackenzie Delta 
Government of tha Northwest Territories 
Legislative Assembly 
Box 1320 
Yellowknife NT X0E OTO 

Dear Mr. Krutko: 

re: DECLARATION OF NATIONAL ABORIGINAL DAY AS A STATUTORY HOLIDAY 

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to your initiative to have National Aboriginal 
Day declared as a statutory holiday. 

The Town of lnuvik has proclaimed Natio,ia/ Aboriginal Day for the past tiiree (3) years. 
In addition. our Recreation Department and local aboriginal groups have worked 
planning various events in cerebration of the occasion. 

We would like to ~ake this opportunity to lend our full support to this lnitiative. 

Sincerely, 

A'K'~ 
George Roach 
Mayor 

GVR/sfs 

c rono...:rable Reger Allen, MLA ~ tnuvlk - Twin Lakes 
F' loyo Roland MLA - Jnuv:k - Boor Lake 
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TEETL'IT GWICH'IN COUNCIL 

.June 29,2000 

Steve Kakfwi 
Premier 

P.O. B0X30 
Fort McPherson, NT 
XOEOJO 

Government of NWT 
Yellowknife, NT 

Ra : Abori,p.na.l Day 

Phone: (403) 952·2330 
Fax: (403) 952·2212 

The Tetlit Gwich'in and Elders Council of Forr McPherson are in 
full support of having June 21 as a statucory holiday. 

We believe that there are many holidays brought upon us and it is 
time we declare a holiday for all Aboriginal Groups across che 
Northwest Territories. 

Thank-you for your understanding & consideration 

~n 
Tetlic Gwich'in Council 

, ,, __ , •- - - - • -• 1 • " _,, ,.'-' ~ r- -• • •.., • •• a I I ,, ._ .. ~..,.. , , ,,.. .--- -- -• • -- ..,_,., , .., "- _ , , ,- r t , ..,.. , tnC" 
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Smith's-Landing First Nation 

November 08, 2000 

David Krutko, MLA 
Mackenzie Delta 
Legislative Assembly of NWT 
P.O. Box 1320 
Yellowknife, NT. X l A 2L9 

c/o P.O. Box 1470, Fort Smith, NT, XOE OPO 
Phone (867) 872-4950 • Fax (867) 872-5154 

DECLARATION OF ABORJGINAL DAY AS A STATUTORY HOLIDAY 

Smith's Landing First Nation, Chief and Council and its membership support the proposed 
holiday of June 21 si, 2000 as a statutory holiday that would increase the awareness of our culture. 

Yours truly 

/2Daniels ' 
Chief, Smith's Landing First Nation 

cc Premier Stephen Kakfwi 



Smith's· Landing First Nation 

November 08, 2000 

David Krutko, MLA 
Mackenzie Delta 
Legislative Assembly ofNWT 
P.O. Box 1320 
Yellowknife, NT. XIA 2L9 

c/o P.O. Box 1470, Fort Smith, NT, XOE OPO 
Phone (867) 872-4950 • Fax (867) 872-5154 

DECLARATION OF ABORIGINAL DAY AS A STATUTORY HOLIDAY 

Smith's Landing First Nation, Chief and Council and its membership support the proposed 
holiday of June 21 st, 2000 as a statutory holiday that would increase the awareness of our culture. 

Fred Daniels 
Chief, Smith's Landing First Nation 

cc Premier Stephen Kakfwi 

.. 


