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NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

BOX 1375;YELLOWKNIFE, N.W.T. X1A ·2Pl PHONE {403) 873-3505 FAX 873-3395 

May 7, 1998 

The Honorable Charles Dent, 
Nfinister of Education, Culture 
and Employment 
P.O. Box 1320 
Legislative Assembly 
Yellowknife, NT 
XlA 2L9 

Dear Mr. Dent: 

The Meris Nation NWf is Mi ting in support of the NWf Association of School Board 
Administrators and the Northwest Territories Teachers' Association campaign for more 
money in the upcoming budget for the education system. 

In our work with schools the need for more resources, smaller class sizes and more 
support for at-risk students is a constant theme. The success of our education system to 
provide an educated workforce and population is dependent on the support of our 
government The longer the education system goes without the additional funding 
necessary to meet the needs of our schools, the larger the risk of our children leaving the 
education system without the skills they need to become productive mem~rs of society. 

The Meris Nation NWT requests that more funding be given to the upcoming education 
budget. 

Sincerely, 

~z£_ 
Gary Bobnet, President 
Metis Nation NWT 
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NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 

BOX 1375, YELLOWKNIFE, N.W.T. X1A 2P1 PHONE (403) 873-3505 FAX 873-3395 

May 25, 1998 

Roy Erasmus, 
M.L.A. Yellowknife North 
P.O. Box 1320 
Legislative Assembly 
Yellowknife, NT 
XIA 2L9 

Dear Mr. Erasmus: 

The Metis Nation NWT has always had education as its first priority. The Metis Nation 
NWT has put fornc1rd several projects to enhance and assist the education of our 
students. The Metis Nation NWT is involved in a tutorial assistance program for students, 
contaminant education program and the development of the Metis history for educational 
use to name a few. 

The need for additional funding for the education system has become more apparent. The 
number of students dropping out of school, and needing additional upgrading is too high. 
Classroom student/teacher ratios are too high for the number of English second language 
students we have in our education system. Many students are following behind as a 
result. Also more resources which are appropriate for English second language teaching 
are needed. 

The Metis Nation NWT has ·written to the Minister of Education indicating our support of 
additional funding be given to the Education Budget. The young people in our 
communities are the future leaders and deserve the best education possible. We challenge 
you to a stand up vote whereby you clearly state your position on additional funding for 
the Education Budget. 

Sincerely, 

~~& 
Gary Bohnet, President 
Metis Nation NWT 
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May 21, 1998 

The Honorable Charlu Dent 
Minisccr of Education 
Govcmincnt of the Nol't.hwcst Tcrricori.:.a 
Box 1320 
Yellowknife, NT 
XlA 2L9 

Dear Mr. Dent; 

We sre writing to cJ(.ptess our c:onc:em ovu the crosioa of education programs due to cuts in 
funding for public education. We the uadcrsigocd must dca.l wirh these effect& on a dAily b4 sis. 

Ovc, the: past two ycao, we bavc ruid fie,< hand upericnce in obsc:-"ing the effects that cost 

cutting has had on our students. We have flllccd aa incrca.,e in enrolment of over eight pee c:enc in 

the general student population and a greater increase in .nudcnu with special needs. This cnroJmcnr 

incrcl\sc:. along with a cut of one staff position ha., mode it difficult to dcJivc, programs co thoJC 

who need it the most. Other adverlc ctfcct!i thd fundiog cuts have hed on student.,' end swf well 

being include: a decrease in administration time by sixty percent, the loss of a consistent physjcaJ 
education pl'ogram, computer maintenance ~d staff trwning. iodividualizcd lc~ng programs, 
and c:xtracurricuJar activities. Clearly the facts rc!lcct a situatioo in where chc students are chc onc.s 
who suffer the most due to education cutbacks. 

Th~ facts speak for themselves. We urge you co look at the effects that past govcmmc::nt programs 
have had on the children of the Northwe:1c Terrirorics. It is essential that more funding must be 

provided to ensure th.i.t our studenu have the tools and sldlls to ID<:Gt futun: chaJ!cngc:s. Education 

t.ruly is an investment. 

Thank. you. 

cc. Pat Thol'Tull, NWTT A 

~~ .... ~* m~"~..,4ers 
fi\L/\ s 





Northwest Territories Teachers' Association 
5018 - 48th S~t • oox 23.dO, Ye~ow~nife. NT X 1 A 2P7 

Office: (8o7l sn-8.501 • rcx: {Soll sn-2366 • e-mo,I: nwttoOnwlto.nl.ca 

May 21, 1998 

~ Honourable Don Morin 
Premier 
Govc:mmcnt of the Northwest Territories 
Legislative Assembly 
Box 1320 
Yellowknife, NT 
XlA 2L9 

Dear Mr. Morin: 

I listened with interest to the statements, questions and answers concerning education in the 
Legislative Assembly today. 

The curtent edu.catioc system is strained to its limit in trying to meet the needs of our students. Toe 
goal of maintaining existing levels of programs and services is simply not good enough for the 
students in our schools. 

I recognize the money available to the GNWT is limited and that there arc many competing interests 
for what is available. However, if our children and their future are a priority of the: GN\Vf, then 
adequate funding must be allocated to education ,,.,-hen the new budgets arc: prepared. 

Whenever the issue of adequate fundiog for education is raised, the response is often the challenge: 
.. From what department do you went funds taken?". It is unfortunate that an issue as fundamental 
as public education is in competition for dollars. I resent having to vie with health and social 
services for existing funds particularly when our needs often overlap. The question I prefer to 
answer is: What department do we give money to? 

I urge you. as Premier, to ensure that we have the money nccc.ssary to deliver a quality education to 
our children. 

I am available to meet and discuss my concerns with you. 

Patricia (Pat) Thomas 
President 

cc: All :Ml.As 
Central Executive 
Regional Presidents 
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Northwest Territories Teachers' Association 
5018 - 48th Street • Box 2340. Yel!owk.nife. NT XI A 2P7 

O mce: (867) 873-8501 • Fax: 18671873-2366 • e-mol~ nw:to~nwflo.nt,co .- ... A 

May 19, 1998 

TO: 

FROM: 

A ~--... .; ,. ,., 

AU I\i!LA's , 
"2; ";. ~ 0 

Pat Thomas ·..; . 

·.> . ,: 

) 
RE: 

'S:_-' I LO? .J ( 

MORE MONEY FOR EDUCATION 1N THE~ OMING B~GET 

For many years funding to education councils and school boards has remained the same while the 
needs of our education system continue to increase. We have large, diverse classes with little or no 
support. This coupled with fewer resources to deliver existing and new programs has seriously 
strained our education system. 

For your information I have enclosed some material which is relevant to the current education issues 
in the Northwest Territories. 

• Project Star (Student-Teacher Achievement Ratio). A Tennessee class size project which has 
received recognition and acceptance throughout North America. 

• Two editorials from Alberta papers dealing with the ST AR report and class size. 
• March 3, 1998 Slave River Journal editorial. 
• Edmonton Journal guest column written by Paula Stein, former NWT consultant and 

educator. She makes a number of compelling points which are applicable to the NWT. In 
particular the point she makes about children who fall through the cracks is noteworthy. 

• Insert placed in northern newspapers this week. 

More money must be allocated to our education system in the upcoming budget if we are to meet the 
needs of our students. I strongly urge you to work towards this goal during this sitting of the 
Legislative Assembly. 

I am available to discuss this material and other education issues with you. Please feel free to contact 
me at 873-850 I. 

Thank you for your support. 

Yours truly, 

,tf) 
Pat Thomas 
President NWTT A 





BOMPAS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Box 499, 

5/22/98 

Mr. Roy Erasmus 

Leglslative Assembly 
Box 1320 
Yellowknife, NT 
X1A 2l9 

Dear Mr. Erasmus. 

Fort Simpson, NT . 
XOE ONO 

Phone: 867•695-2609 
Fax 867-695-2034 

This letter is to urge you to take action and support our students and their future. The NWT Is drverse culturally and 
geographically. Financial restrictions have created a problem that lhe government must address and change. 

lri order to make changes to correct the problems of over crowded classrooms, lack of resource material and qualified 
specialist support personal our gove~ment needs to look at providing the necessary funding now so that our students 
have the opportunity ro achieve their full potential. rather that become a drop-out statistic or worse. 

This situation must not be allowed to continue. We must provide the children across the territories with the bes! learning 
environment possible tor them to develop educationally, emotionally. socially, to become the next leaders. There are 
students in our classrooms who are potential leaders. We cannot bring this Quallty forwarding crowded classrooms Without 
resources. 11 is frustrating to see the need for certain programs but not be able to address those needs. 

As a Program Support Teacher, I work with students who have 'larlous learning difficulties. These students experience 
lrJstrations which In many cases are leading to aggressive and violent outbursts. It pains me lo hear that the government 
has a surplus due to a delicit reduction plan yet ,s unw1tling lo use that surplus to enhance the lives of the ct111dren who 
represent our future. Many of the student I work with need very Jinle additional support to reach their potential. I am 
ta;:,ped. I already purchase from my salary many needed materials. I put 12 hour worl< days. I sit on various community 
comminees which support children and leaming. The government must take up !his cause as well. 

I urge you, a member or lhe government to take a pro-active approach. ·Education is an lnvestmenr. It Is as important as 
maintaining a balanced budget. ls the budget really balanced though If many of our children will need to feed oN the 
system rather than enhance the system? 

Sincerel~~\\ _ 

Camie Wil ~~eacl'ler 

cc: Pat mas, President. NWTTA 
Members of Cabinet 
MLAs 





r(C..c-"ir 
KEEWATIN 
Dlvtslonal Board 
of Education 

~c-.. a'<f-)C""n..~ ,:~ <r-~ 
bnL?-~< 

May 25, 1998 

Levi Angmak 
J::temenlary School 

Kevin O'Briea 
K.ivallivik Riding 
Legislative Assembly 
Bo:i: 1320 
Yellowlmifi-.. NT Yl ~?Ta 

Dear Mr. O'Brien; 

We are writing to you to express our concern with the amount of funding allocated co education 
over 1he years. Lack of funding has hurt our education system to the point where it is suffering. 
Educ~tioa muJt be =de 4 priority ,3gc1i11 Clllll fw1Jh1~ UIU:)l rcGt:t:l lhlS. 

Children in th<! :'llWT are not getting the c.:ducution they dc~cr,c bccausc uf ld..:k. uf funding. AS a 
school staff we hJv~ experienced the effects of inadequate funding firsthJ.Od. Increased class si..z.cs 
and lack of resources to deliver programs and curricula are hurting our students. 

~ore money must be allocaced in the upcoming budget so that our children can receive the best 
education possible. "' 

We urge you to raise your concerns with Mr. Charles Dent. the Honourable Minister of Education 
Culture and Employment, as well as the Cabincc and to raise questions during this sitting to ensure 
thac more money is allocaterl rn ,-A11r:iti"n in rh.- I •rrr.-mins budgeL 

Tbank you for vour assistance wilh this mattn. { 
4 

A-ei..n _ J. _ /_ 
~, ....... ,. ~\k, Y-'ilJ~a;:CltL "'V~ .,,~¾t)Y(_ 
The Scaff of Levi Angmak llinn.i:uvi,ilaaq µ . G ~ gt/~ ~ 

; ~ q/,..__a_,7~ 
Sign~ru.re.,; of Staff ~embers 

-fart11 _,,.i"TT-~~ . 
I ~~\ . ~'- ~-- ~ ~(). 

~~R~-...tl/'\,\COt<-~ ?/IA, , 
-~~~ Du~ r 

~ "'71~1,,c:., ~ Arviat. Northwest Territories XOC OEO 
~~ /':i....;~ Ta,hone (819) 857-2547, fa, (819) 857-2656 

~\-~,~~ 

l~~-Jt~~ 
l~~i~ 

f yt"_fµ .. ~ 
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To the Mlnktcn and MLl\•s of the 
Guvt1·n,n~nt uf the Nurth..-~t TcrrUorlQ 
P.O. Box 1320 
Yellowkn.Jfc, NT XlA 2L9 

Dear Sln/Mcsd •mes: 

RE: EDUCATIONAL J.NVESTME~T 

Tiu:. k~r b writt(n tu cxpr1!i;s my conctrn u-..cr f'wulln~ of cduc.:utiun ln the Nurth"lellt 
Territories. 

As a teacher 1n the N. W.T., I am concuncd with the reduced material and human 
rnuurc~., 11v.Uablc for uld und new currh:ulwm. The tune: spent pro<luclng m11ttrl11l 
for cot.tr~ could be spent raore productively working with atudrnts. 

Onr the post few yurs there has been a dethute Increase In class a!z.e which In tum 
lncrelt.l>c:- the numbcl' of llpc:~i•J n~!f lltudenb p~1· cl11s~ Tilb mnru Jesi1 time per 
studeot and because s~cfol needs students n"d more of)·our time, our gifted and 
mlJdJ.: of the ruatl .dutlt!nf.s gd Jos ur the teiu:hu':s tJmt'. We ,NXJ mun~ !f~ditllsts Cur 
student ,upport to t,ru,u~ that the needs or all students 1n our dassroom, arc met. 

Pltuc make the c-ducation of our children the hSghtst priority of th!s sitting of th~ 
Ass~mbly. 

Moy 25, 1998 





To the Minbtcrs and ML~' s of the 
Guvtrnment uf the NurthwQt Terr11or1~ 
P.O. Dox 1320 
Y~llowJt.nlf\; NT XlA lL9 

Dear Sln/Mesd1mtcs: 

RE: EDUCATIONAL INVESTME~T 

Thi, letter ls written tu express my cunct'tn o"cr f'uni.lln~ uf tJuc11dun In the Nurth" est 
Territories. 

A, a teacher tn the N.\\'.T .• I am conctmcd with the reduced material and hwnan 
rnuun:c.1S 1&vallable fur uld und new currkulwm. Th4e tune ~pent procJucln~ muted.id 
for cour~ could be spent ruore producttve.ty working wtth students. 

Onr the post fnr yurs there ha, been I de1\nlte Increase In class •17.e which ln tum 
lnc:re1t.Se11 th~ number or .1pc:1.1al n~, stud,mts pc1· d11sll. 1llh muru J~s.1 tlme per 
student and because s~cfctl needs students need more of your tune, our gifted and 
mJJdlt: or ttk- run ti stuJt:nt.s gc:t las of the tt'ttcher', tlml". We,~ more ~~dtdbts fur 
student support to ~nsun- that the needs of all students 1n our dassrooR\$ arc met. 

Please mokc the e.ducation of our children the hlght>st priority or this sitting of the 
As~~ntbly. 

Slnccrdv, 

(faJJJf. 
t> 

May 25, 1998 





Tu the MinJster1 and ML4..'a of the 
Guvtrruncnt o! the Nurth~nt Ttrrltorl~ 
P.O. B01 1320 . 
Ye:Uuwkn!J'~, NT XlA 2L9 

RE: EDUCATIONAL INVESTME;\1 

Thbl lt"ttcr b wrltttn to up1·css my cum:trn o"n fumllng uf eduntiun In th~ North"t-~t 
Territories. 

As o teacher tn the N.\V.T.1 I am concerned with the reduced material and humon 
,~uun:c:~ 11vll!J11blc: for old 11ml new ~urrkwwn:s, The: time spent producing mittcrl•l 
for cow-s~ could be spent more p1·oductivtJy working \\1th studenu. 

Ovc.r the past fc,w )'turs there hes been a deftnlte increase ln class 1117.c which In turn 
lm.:rc:1m::s the nwnbc:r uf !ip~dal nt~ :studenti1 ptr clus. This mnl'l$ lc::s:s time ptr 
student and because special needs students need more of your time, our ofted and 
mldJlc: of tlw r1J11d students cd ~, uf the:: tudter•, tune:. Wt nt'W mun: :spcd1dbt:s fur 
student support to ensur'-' th11t the need• or all students 1n our da.ssroonu are met 

Please make the Nlucation oC ou.r children the hJe,h~st priority of' th.15 sJttlng of the 
~:1t"mhlv. 

S1nccrdy, 

May 25, 1998 





To the MinJsters end ML.\'a of the 
Gu.-c:rnm~t ur the Nurth-..~~t Tc:rrlturh~, 
P.0: Box 13l0 
Yc:Uowkn!fc, NT XIA 2L9 

Dur Slrs/Mt~11.mH; 

RE: EDUCATIONAL INVESTME'.\"T 

Thb l~ttt:r b wrirtc:n tu npres.s my cum:c:rn u"·,r funding ur eduC1:1tiun In the North"c:~t 
Territorlt:s. 

A5 a teacher In the N.W.T., I am concerned with tht !'educed material and hwnan 
r~uun:~ :1v.Uablc: ror ulJ imJ nc:w c:urrlculwn:s. The time: :spent pru<luclng muterhd 
ro1· courses could be spent more producttnly working "ith students. 

Over the post few yur~ there has been a dctlnlte increase ln clua slu which 1n turn 
lnc.:relt$~ ttic numbt:r of .1pc:d1d nc:ab ~tuJ.c:nbl pc:r classll. Tiu:s au!1tru lc:ss time per 
student and because special needs students need More ofyo1.1r time, our gined and 
ml<ldl~ ur t~ ro21d stut.lc:nb gd lcsi5 ur the: teudu:r', Umc-. We: nttd more: spt"d11Usts for 
student aupport to ensure that the needs o( all students tn our clusroonu are met 

Plcose make the education of our children the hight.st priority of this sitting of the 
A.s:sc:mhly. 

Slncerdy, 

rttay 25, 1998 





To the Mlnlstera and M LA• s or the 
Guv~rrunenC ut the Nurth'l'u:,t Turlturh:s 
P.O. Box 1320 
Yc:Uuwluuf.:. NT XIA 2L9 

RE: EDUCATIONAL INVESTME~T 

Thb ldh~r b written to c.1prcss my cunc,rn o~tr funtlln~ or eJuc•tiun in the North"~t 
T erritor:fet. 

As R teacher 1n the N.W.T., I am concerned with the i·~duced material and human 
r~uurc~ ;av•UHbl~ fur uld und new ,urrkuJ~. Tht: time ,pent producing m•tcrh1l 
for courses could be spent more productively working 11\ith students. 

Over the post rtw years there has been 11 definite increase 1n clasa sl7.c whJch in tum 
lm:reuses the number of i,p~d•l nt:t:d:, student, pt!r dasi1. Thb llkKSU le:1s Ume per 
student and because special needs students need more of JQur tbne, our gifted and 
mJcJtllc of tht ru11J students ~t:t I~ uf the teachu·s time. We~ mort: ~pcd11lbts fur 
student support to ensure that the needs of all stud~nts ln our clusroorru are met. 

Plcuc make the edu.cntton uf our children the htgh,st priority of this sitting of the 
Asllentbly. 

Slncerciv1 

~~\)~ 

May 251 1998 
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To the MinJsters and MLA 's of the 
Cov~t·nment or the Nurthli.:st Tcrrlh.1ries 
P.o; 801 1320 
Ye:lluwknllt!, NT XIA 2L9 

Dear Slrs/Meiulatmc:s: 

RE: EDUCATIONAL INVESTME~T 

Tiu!!I lttter b writkn tu c.iprtu my cuncern u~cr CumJlng uf cduc1ttlun 1n the Nurthttc:st 
Territories. 

As a teacher in the N. W.T., I am concerned with the reduced material and hwuan 
r~uu.rce~ 1tv1tUa.ble for uld ttnJ new currh:ulums. The time 5pt!nl producing mitterJa) 
for courses could be spent ruore productiwly worl..ing "1th students. 

01,•er the po:st tew yut!f there has been a den.nlte increase In class size which 1n tum 
lncn:uc, th'-'. nwnber of ~p~clal n~t:ds ,tu<lc:nt, per cl•:t:s. Th1s mt:~ru k~s tun~ per 
.student and bec11use special neNs students need more of your funt, our gilled llnd 
mJ<lJk uf th,· ru11d .sCuJcnts &:d I~ of tht: kttdltr':1 tlme:. \\"( ne-t:tl more sp~c.:htll:lb for 
student support to ens~ that the nee<b o( all students In our clusroom., are met. 

Plea5e make the t-ducatton ot our children the highest priority of thb sitting of the 
~c:mbly. 

ft: ~ --

Ma)' 2S, 1998 





To the Mlnbtcrs and ML~'s of the 
-Gov~nunent ut tht North'1·t'd Tcl'rlfurh:i 
P.O .. Box 1320 -
YcUuwknl!~. NT XlA 2L9 

Dur Slcs/Me.sdume:s: 

RE: EDUCATIONAL INVESTME~T 

Thb ldt~r ii written to uprc::s~ my cuncc:rn u"·fr rwllJlng ur tducition in the Nurth't~C 
Terrltorle,. 

As o teacher 1n the N,\\'.T., I am concerned with thie reduced material and human 
r~uun:~ 1tnU~blc for uld uml new currkwum:,. The Um~ !iiptnt prudu.dn" m1dcrhsl 
for col.U'se3 could be sprnt more producth·fly worl.ing "1th students. 

Over the post fe-w y«"urs there has been 1t deflnJte Increase in clus size which in turn 
lru:rc:1m:s the num~r of :spedll.l n~td:s studt:nO pc:r d•!s. Th1s mt21ru lus tlme pc=r 
student and because special needs students need more of your time, our gifted and 
mldr!lc or tht' ru,ul sh.u.lenh gd lc::s:s uf tlu: te~chcr's tfmt-. ,\·e nn:tl mun: ~pc:dislb~ fur 
student support to en.sure that the needs of all studrnts in our d1USrooms are met 

Pleisse make ttk: education oC our children the hfgh,.st priority of this sJtting of the 
Al:se::mbly. 

SlncereJy, 

May 25, 1998 





To the Ministers and Ml.A 1 s o( the 
Government of tht North"·cst Ttrr1to1ics 
P.O. B011320 
Yellowknl!e, NT XlA 2L9 

Dear Sfn/Mndames: 

RE: EDUCATIONAL INVESTME~T 

\Ve 11re writing to you to npress our concerns "1th the amount ur 1\uu11ne 11llocated for 
cducatton o,·cr the po.st years. Educotion hu not been a priority, and as o tC!uit the: 
education or our dilldren ls suff'ertne-

Over the years, ft! dft!lnoom ■sststants, we h11ve watched ,md expe1·fenced ff.rst hand 
the dfccb of lnndcquotc tundfnf!, Ooss sizes hu·c lncrcuscd. resources arc una,·allitblc 
to dcUver programs. 11nd support rot m11ny itudenh In need ls slmply not 1v11U11blf'. 

More t'UncUng ls needed ~o our <"h11drr.n gr.t the best t>.duc,tdon possible~ 

Thank you. 

Your• truly, 

~~ 
~-

p ... . 
(.,-.. ........ ~~ 
~ ;:;~;; 

o.-,,,../ 

C. 

May 25, 19911 

' \ 
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