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SHEET METAL WORKERS' INmMATIONAL ASSOCIADON, 
Local Union No. 8 

#204, l 0544 · 106 Strut 
edmont.on, Alberta T5H 2X6 

f'honc: (403) 426-3375 
Toll l"ree: 1-800-262-9085 

r'I.X: (40~) 426'169+ 

March 28, 1996 

Members ot the Legislative Assembly 
Government of the N.W.T. 
Box 1320 
Yellowknife, N.W,T, 
XlA 2L9 

Dear M.L.A,'s 

1207, 232! • 52 Avenue N.t. 
calgary, Albeit.a T2! 6Z5 

Phone: (405) 250-1080 
r'ax: (403) 2,0.106 l 

RE1 Proposed Transfer of Occupational Health and Safety 
to W.C.B. 

The Sheet Metal workers International Association Loeal Union #8 
is one of many groups strongly opposed to this plan and the 
unilateral manner in which it has been brought forward. The 
Minister Responsible for WCB, the Honourable John Todd, has not 
consulted Business and Labour. 

We request that the Legislative Assembly stop the transfer 
immediately, and direct the Minister Responsible tor WCB to 
conduct a bi-partite, public review of the outdated 1977 Workers 
Compensation Act, current administration and the proposed transfer 
of safety functions. 

The wcs•is set up to act as an independent, joint labour-business 
institution to administer accident insurance for vorkera and 
employers. As you may be aware, the WCB has a serious long-term 
responsibility to manage its tunds for this purpose. Simply put 
the WCB ie an independent agency, not a government department, 
and the WCB's mandate does not allow the use ot WCB funds tor 
government budgetary purposes. 

Thank you for your attention to the above. Again, ve eannot over
emphasize the urgency of this matter, as Mr. Todd has aeheduled 
the changes to take effect unilaterally this coming Monday. 

Sincerely, 

Ken MacLennan 
Business Manager 

-"'-

MAY - 2 1996 

. /\, .T. 



M.amber1 a.f tba Lepmtive .A.uemhJy 
Qovornrncm of die No11hwat Ten·Uarioa 
P.O. Bol 1320 · 
YcDowJmift NT 
XIA219 

Mltul7, 1996 1 ' 
We u members of tlJc NWf constru(dan bSustty are canooed wirh the reoeaa anoouixemtnt 
of the trlll4fs of 21 goVmimact cmp~ o1tht GNWT Occuplliaual Haalth et Safety tc tbc 
~atbr'• Coq,.&atiou Board. · 

1'1111 purpo.so of lbtl WCB it io provldc protecdon tbr lidw"ed w~ 111d emp1oyeu. The WCII w•• •tabli..med u • llO fim!l ~v p.upm uad 1' ftmdo4 by ~,on.. ~ moo,y ia llekS ill 
tru.ll fot ~ Wo:kffl lad cbair famJ2lea. · : 

M ~al•akehold,ets of1heNWrWat'u,t Compemario11Boald, wedtlDIDdtbat • 
oxtcnsive ~ nwkw st.ek:lna Jq,ut 1h>m fha st.Dk8'oldera u well 111 aauarW miuw bike pmz 
1'.tore au undcrtaldna ofthb mqohucStl 0QQllrl. t7ntil dJcJI c-.om!itiom tlll be at, me membo:, 
0f the NWr CoDJtrudlon ,\ap;ytj,m an oppoaod to thl trwlW of ONWJ', Departuwnt gf 
OcovpalioJul Health A Sa!ety to tu Worker, Cou;xmsatloo Board. 

c. I c.. "k~~'-~~~ 
c.. c.. o.\\ t,.\,.L. A' 

Briden eurry 
bpedltJriJ Ltd. 
11,e...,,.n~re~r\ 
Yellowknlra., NT 
XIAJT2 
Tel: ("03) 873-8466 
Fax:: (◄OJ) 873-826 

,l: l 



REPRESENTING THE 
FOLLOWING 
AFFILIATES: 

BOILER!\lAKERS 
Lodge 146 

BRICKLA '{ERS 

Local 1 

BRICKLAYERS 
Local 2 

CARPENTERS 
Local 846 

CARPENTERS 
Local 1322 

CARPENTERS 
Local 1325 

CARPENTERS 
Local 1569 

CARPENTERS 
Local 2103 

CARPENTERS 
Local 2410 

CE:\IE!\IT \1ASONS 
Local 924 

COSSTRl'CTION & 
GENERAL WORKERS 

Local 92 

co:-;sTRlTTION & 
GE:-.;ERAL WORKERS 

Local 1111 

C.TLINARY WORKERS 
Local 47 

ELECTRICAL WORKERS 
Local 254 

ELECTRICAL WORKERS 
Local 424 

ELEVATORCONSTRCCTORS 
Local 122 

ELEVATOR CONSTRL"CTORS 
!.<)Cal 130 

INS! "L.\TORS 
l..<>Cd! I JI) 

!Ru:--; WORKERS 
Local 720 

\!ILLWRICHTS 
Loc::il 1460 

\111.I.\\"RI<;HTS 
Loe.ii 1975 

, \l'ER..-\TI.\;<; E\"<;l\"EER;-; 
Lnc;_d !-l.">.'i 

l'.\l\"TERS 
Local 177 

PL.\STERE:RS 
Local :372 

PIX\IBERS & PIPEFITTERS 
Lncal 488 

PLL"\IBERS & PIPEFITTERS 
Local 4~6 

SHEET \IETAL WORKE:RS 
uxal 8 

TEA .. \1.STERS 
u>eal 362 

TILE & TERRAZZO WORKERS 
Local 4 
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\ - : Alberta & N.W.T. (District of MacK 
Building and Construction Trades I APn C n •Y:coc 

l f\ ...J h.J~J 

File No. 12,828 

April 2nd, 1 996 

SENT VIA FAX - 1-800-661-0879 

Members of the Legislative Assembly 
Government of the Nortlnvest Territories 
P.O. Box 1320 
Yellowknife, N.W.T. XIA 2L9 

Dear Honourable Members: 

-~~ 

'~; -), 

',>' 
'· 

RE: Transfer of GNWT Department of Occupational Health and Safety to the 
Workers' Compensation Board 

I have, in hand, a letter dated March 27th, 1996 signed by such diverse groups as 
Chambers of Commerce and Labour Unions. Also signing are the Association of 
Municipalities, Chamber of Mines and Construction Association. These groups 
are irrevocably opposed to transferring the Government of the Northwest 
Territories Department of Occupational Health and Safety to the Workers· 
Compensation Board. We. too. on behalf of our members in the Northwest 
Territories are opposed to such an action. The people who are opposed to this 
transfer represent in the broadest sense. all workers and all businesses in the 
NWT. Essentially. what .. industry" is saying to you is that this is bad idea. Given 
what amounts to unin:rsal orrosition. it would seem like folly for you to proceed 
in this vein. 

Should you have any questions or comments regarding the foregoing please do 
not hesitate in contacting the \\Titer. 

Thank you for vour consideration. 

YOU)'S'~ 
___________ i \ 

ROBE R. LAKEL Y 
p • d t 201. 11738 Kingsw Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta T5G 0X5 

resi n Telephone 03) 454-4600 Fax (403) 454-8090 
RRB/jm 
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lntG?rnotiOnOI Association of Httat and Frost Insulators & Asbttstos Worktlrs 
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ll0 Edmonton Alberta 
Local No. ______ City _________________ Prov. __________ _ 

Address _10_5_7_6_-_1_0_4_S_t_r_e_e_t....:...,_Edrno __ n_t_o_n__;,_Albe __ rt_a_T_5_H_2Wl _______________ _ 

tel.(403)426-2874 phone fax #428-9434 

April 1, 1996 
(fax 403 873 0276 and nail) 

Legislative Assembly 
of the NWr 
Box 1320 
Yellowknife, NWr 
XlA 2L9 

ATIN: MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

RE: PROPOSED TRANSFER OF OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH AND SAFETY SERVICES 'IO WCB 

ID WHCM IT MAY CONCERN: 

Our Local Union represent Insulators who work in the North West 
Territories, and we are concerned about a recent change we are given to 
understand has been agreed to by your Government, involving the 
transfer of the NWr's Occu:pational Health and Safety Department to the 
NWr's Workers Compensation Board. Assuming this is in fact the case, 
we would urge you to reconsider the rratter. We have two rrajor concerns 
in respect to this change: 

1. LACK OF ENFORCEMENT OF LEGISLATED STANDARDS AND ACCOUNTABILITY 
FOR ENFORCEMENT 

WCB is funded solely by employer contributions, and is responsible for 
injury rranagement and injury compensation. There can be an emphasis on 
injury reduction (and should be), and it can factor in when WCB sets 
the assessment rates for employers to pay; but it is unconscionable to 
even consider rrak..ing an organization funded solely by employers, to be 
responsible for enforcing Occupational Health and Safety Standards. 

Speaking for my organiza~ion, we feel that WCB, as such, would not 
likely provide unbiased enforcement and shouldn't be expected to 
undertake that role. If funding for OHS services comes solely from 
employers; it is employers that OHS personnel (WCB personnel) would be 
accountable to - not the Government. 

Enforcement would be better done by an Occu:pational Health and Safety 
Department directly associated with the Government, and directly funded 
by tax payer money. This would continue to wake OHS Department 
personnel directly accountable to the Government, and provide for 
unbiased enforcement of Standards. 

Affiliated with the AFL-CIO. 
Building and Construction 
Trades Department, 

Cont ..... /2 

Metal Trades Department, and 
Canadian Federation of Labour 
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WCB/OHS CONT ..... (2) 

If OHS is responsible in the NWr to provide input or more respecting 
what the health and safety Standards are (as I suspect is the case), 
that makes our concern even more felt. 

2 . WCB CCMPENSATION BENEFITS DIVERTED 'IO FUND OHS SERVICES 

If funding for OHS services becomes the responsibility of employers, as 
opposed to tax payers; you can expect that significant monies allotted 
for compensation benefits for injured workers will be diverted to pay 
for the OHS services. Across Canada generally, Workers Compensation 
Boards are already struggling to pay for benefits that injured workers 
are entitled to. The "Meridith Principle" which drives the partnership 
formed so many years ago between employers and workers in Canada, is 
allegedly being compromised in many instances because of operating 
deficits. To add unrelated costs to a Workers Compensation Board, 
will in our opinion, further strain the level of benefits that are 
available to the injured worker. 

Thank you for any consideration you can give to the above. I would 
welcome any corrments you might want to make in respect to our 
concerns. If you have any questions, please feel free to call or 
correspond. 

/BAS 

cc. correspondence binder "WCB" 

Sincerely, 
(' n . 
(j (,{, I .tJ, l Or,~--~ 

Bill Spring, 
Business Manager 

Jim Evoy-NWr Federation of Labour (fax only 403 873 6979) 
Bob Blakely-Alberta and NWr (District of MacKenzie) Bldg.Tr.Council 

doc.union02nwtwcb 



IABLm !LOCUMENT NO._ : 6 -1 3 I3I 1ABlE ON. MAY O 1 1996_ 
LOCAL UNION 424 . 

[/n.t£tn.a.tlon.a.{ !Biotht..thood of £[,.~h.lca[ 'vtloir.k,;u 
CENTRE •24 

4232 - 93 STREET 

IBEW EDMONTON. ALBERTA T6E 5P5 

April 1, 1996 

Members of the Legislative Assembly 
Government of the Northwest Territories 
P.O. Box 1320 
Yellowknife, NWT 
XlA 2L9 

Dear Members: 

TELEPHONE (403) 462-5078 

BY FAX 1-800-661-0879 

Local Union 424, !BEW is an affiliate member of the NWT Federation of Labour. We are 
opposed to the proposed transfer of the Occupational Health and Safety Department to the Workers 
Compensation Board. 

We request that the Legislative Assembly stop the transfer and that the Minister responsible for 
WCB conduct a public review of the Workers' Compensation Act and the proposed transfer of 
safety functions. We believe that business and labour should be consulted in any revision process. 

Thank you for your consideration of the above matter. 

~!ii!~ 
Business Manager 
Local Union 424, !BEW 

RCLJmg 

cc: Jim Evoy • President 
NWT Federation of Labour 

SERVING ALBERTA'S ELECTRICAL NEE OS FOR 50 YEARS 
CMAATEAED JUNE 1, 1128 
~ 
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HAY RIVER MECHANICAL LTD. 
28 HELVILLZ DRIVE 

muJP«NIFE, N. W. T. 

TEZI.PHONS: (403) 920 - ,197 

FAX: ( 403) 920 .. 4216 

MBn;h 28, 1996 

X1A 2N2 

Herobttrs of the Legi$lative A.!$embly 
~nment oE the Northwest Terri tor 1 es 
F. O. Box 1320 
Yellotlcnif,,, N .. Pl. T. 
XlA 2L9 

Dear Herrber~: 

JIMLING~: 
P.O. IX)X 2142 
YELLor«NIF&, /I. II. T. X1A 2F6 

~ as /T'fHrbers of the Ml!' constructicm industry l!l~e concerned with the :recent 
annou~ne of the transE~ of tw,.,nt:y one (21) governnent ~lo~s oi the rzM 
Occup,.tiDMl H~l th & Safety to tht! f>'Jrk~rs f C"..o~nsation Soard. 

~ p.u;x;se of the Workers' comr;ens~tion Board 1s to prcvide pz'otectlon for 
injured t.0rksrs ard oplo;,ers. The ~kttrs' Ccrrpensatlon BoaLd ias establ !shed 
as a no taul t l~uzance prf)f/r~ and is iw?ded by enplO,YP')rs. The nrmey is helri 
i.n trust far J.njured -..,:,rke:rs ard their families. 

As pr1ncip!l stake holden1 oE the NozthJ..,est TeI:dtcrJ.es vbrkers' Con,pt!,nsation 
eoara, ~ demand that an sxtensl ve .PJ,bl!c zev!ew s~ !flli .input from the stakt, 
holders, a ~11 an dCtuar!al revJ.ew tlJke pl11<=e bt!lorv an &JndertakJ.ng oE thls 
!T'4gnit:..'de occurs. unt:il these conditions can be mee, the ll18mbers et the NWT 
C.cm3truction Assoc:istlon artJ oppos9d to the t~~fe~ of ~, Department of 
Cccup;Jtlondl Health & Santy to th~ &brkers' Cattpensation B<Jard. 

Sincerely youzs, 
HA:/' RiviR HECHAtlIOI.G LTD. 

B. J. HE1IXIZ 
HANA.C21?. 

1M' Canst.ruction Associaf:Ion Herrt;ter: 



SENT BY=GNWT LEG. ASSEMBLY ; 3-29-96 :11:14AM :LEGISLATIVE ASS5\1BLY~ 
• - • -- ' - - .&.VI .,., IJ .. u,co NORTH LTD 

4e:3-8~831:6 ~T co-ei A$OC CVK). . 655 Pe2 

4038730276:# l! 1 
fa)001 

MFR Z7 '96 14:li 

.}AB.L.EOJ)OClt_MENT NO. : 6 ~ 1 3 {31 :rm£ll01! MAY, 0 1 t~~9-

,;• : ' I ! i I' ! :: I ; . I,, 11 •! I 

Mn:nbcn of the Laplettve Assembly 
Govanm:nt of the Natthwe• Tetritories 
P.O. Box 1320 
Yellowlcmfe NT 
X1A2L9 

Marchl7, 1996 

I l 

We as t:Olmbert of the NWf coc11tructic11 industry are conct.med with tbeTeCeDt am10uncemeo.t 
of the trlllm't ofll aovsmoent-emplo>9es ofthe GN9IT OccupatiouJ Health It. Safety ta the 
Worm's Compensation Boalld 

~ pmpose of the WCB is ·to pri:,vidc prote<tion for injured workers mid employers. The WCB 
was established as a DO &uh msuJ;lUlte pro gram and i2 ftzaded 'by employers. Thi money ii held h. 
trust for injuR:d woikcn IJl<l ~ fAmllia. 

AS prlilclpaJ stakebolden of the ll\VT Wgrltcr' Compeasati011 Boan\ we dsmand that an 
exte.osive pabEc review xe1ciag ilrput from tht stakaho1den as well an actu4JUI review tw plac• '. 
before an UDieruking af thi:1 magnitude oWir1. Until these ~ can be met the 1Dlfflbers 
of the NWr Construction Assoc.ntioft a.re opposed ta the u.wftt of~, ~ of 
~tional Health&, Safely to the Wozker'• O)mpenutiOfl Boe.:rd. 

Sitlcerely, 

~"WT Constuctiou Assoclaren Member 
/Fl> co ,J, ICTH Lt,,, :rl.! D 

I c. c, _ fi1,.,1v ,A,J,. i1 s 

1, 

. .•/ 


