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K 'We apprecxate you and Mr. Steve IVeson havmg been present for our public meeting of November E
23 in Norman Wells. This was our first opportunity as a conunmuty to chscuss the draft consntunon,
Pmners ina New. Begmmng and we belxeve that it was opportune e S

-The process of prowdmg us w1th an hzstonoal perSpeenve and background to the development of .
the draft aided our discussions, We gained 8 better understanding of the principles behind the draft.. : '
The mformauon also gave us an’ unproved perception of the inherit right to self government and -

- why it is. 0. much’a part of the draft constitution eonslderanons We now know why aboriginal 0
people are to be ensured representation .in any dec151on—ma.kmg mstxtunon This mput allowed our: -

' meenng to proceed in an atmosphere of good wxll and of reoepdveness :

Conoems, however, .wore expressed dunng owr delxberations and we beheve tlm they are unportant '
" considerations during your further review: of the draft constitution. Concems for: ..

o . alackofa clear understandmg of self-govemment as'there’ seems to ba no consensus' about :
A . S : -
e the impact that self—government would have on 1y new westem terntory
e the essential need fora strong and ﬁscally responslble eentral government for the new

 territory .

-« fiscal responsxblhty has not been 1dexmﬁed in the gmdmg pnnmples .
. e+~ that any new goverument should be no larger than today and potentially smaller o
. o> - . the fear. that business has about which direction Government might take or any replacement
~ . or new form of government mxght take m searolung for new revenues. ﬂu'ough increased' o
: . taxation .
e thatany additional costs d,trectly related to the provision of self-govemment should be bom "
. by the Federal Government through additional funding, not the new Territorial Government -
o ' the current government should focus on the constitution particularly as it will mevxtably 3
. affect the process of Community Bmpowennent, govemment restructurmg a.nd e
, - unplementanon of la.nd claims agreements v . : ., .
Town Office ' ' '
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Havmg been given the suppoxt of the pubhc who ‘was present at our draft consntunon rev1ew .
meeting, Council wishes to advise that théy support the guiding pnncxples with one addition. Add”
to the pnncxples that any new government needs to be’ affordab]e, efﬁcxent and respouuble '

_Along with this addmon and the principles outlined in'the draft your government can be assured that | o

Norman Wells considers the guidelines t6 be the. proper foundation upon which to develop a

' consutuuon reﬂeenve of a new. western territory. ‘'We are convmced ‘that developmient of a .
iconsnmuon for the west based on these pnnclples w:ll meet the needs of i 1ts resxdents in: all respects L

Councﬂ cannot support any one partxcular model of the leg1slatwe assembly and thexr vanous‘.';.' -
.proposals for representation and governance included in the draft. The Town of Norman Wells™ . -
E emphasrses its beliefin a- single strong-ceritral govemment for the new ‘western territory. We agree. -

‘when itis suggested that first detemunmg the response of the Federal Govemment will be. necessary

* to deterrhine if any: part of the draft proposals afe unconstititional or not legally viable: After which . | ‘
we will be able to develop an appropnate and responswe cenu'al govemment that encompasses the - Co
' basls of the gmdmg prmclples - e ' L

We also believe that an early begmmng of negouauons with the Federal Government is. unperatne o B

o Itis absolutely essential that discussions be concluded qulckly recognizing that division will pccur
+.. in 1999. There certainly is little value mworkmg dxhsently toward an agreement amongst ourselves o
" - simply to have it rejected by the Federal Government, Constitutional aeceptabﬂrty, legal constraints .

and fiscal limitations will all havé.a bemnz on the- ﬁnal shape of any 1eg1s1at1ve model. Wxthout a .-
full understandmg of these, the coryect fotm of governance. cannot be fully developed Havmg a’

better understandmg and provided that we adhere to the gmdmg pnncxples, we can then, develop the - - |

shape of the physxcal strueture of goverdment in the new western temtory sausfactonly

Again, we apprecmte the asmtance and gmdance that yout provxded in our dehberaﬁons It made
it more possible to undertake our review of the Draft ‘Constitution from 8 k.nowledgable and -
informed basis in: the spmt of. good will and Understanding. We 160k forward to being afforded the

'- opportumiy 0 paruclpate in a.ny future dehberauons regardmg thls extremely unportant toplc

g In summary, Conncxl of the Town of Norman Wells strongly supports the connnued development, ; o ‘

of'a new. eonsutunon for t.he New Westem Terntory

Max P. Mel.nyk

Mayor < - i '



