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The Hoµo~able Mr~ Stcphcn·I<akfwi · ·. .· 
Member ·of the Legislative Assembly 'for the Sahtu 
:0ovemmcrii of the NorthwestTerri:tori-s :. · 

··Box 1320 · · ·· 
· . Yell_owknife, ~T 

X1A2L9 ·: ·. 

Dear Mr. Kakfwi: . · 

, , . 

L --Giel. '( 

NOV 2 8 1996 

.• .. - . J , ., ·. T. 

V!e appreciate y~u .. arid ~: Steve I~c·son hivmg been present for 0~ public-meeting'ofNovcmber 
23 in Norman_·wells. This WU.our 'first oppo~ty. as a community to discuss the draft constitution,. 
Partners in a New.Beg~g and we b~ievethat i~ was opportuµe~ · .· . . ~ . . . ·.· · ·· . . . . . . 

' ' . ' ' 

The ~ro~esi · o'tproviding· \is. with an historical perspective· arid b~kg];o~d· to the ·deveiopment of' · · · · 
' . 

the_ draft ai_ded our discussions.. We ~ a better µnderstanding of~ principles behind; ~e draft. . ·. 
The infonnatioi;i: al~<> gave. us an .. improved p·erc~ption ·of.the· inhetjt right .to ·self goyemment and · . 

· why it is .so .much'·a .part· o( the di~ oonsti~tiQn conside~ations~ We now kn9w whf aboriginal. 
~op~~-are~ be.ensured repre~~tion .in ~Y ~eci~ion-making ilisti~tion .. Thi~ inp~t _allowed o~-.. .. _' · .. 

· ni~g to ·proce~d in an.~tmosphcre·~f good will arui ~f~~ptiveµc~s. . . . . .: . . . . . . 

Conoems,:however, w~ ex~· durina our 
0

delibera~ori& ~ .we b~li~ve that they are impo~~ . 
considerations durina your further.review, of the draft. constitution. Concems far: . . . :.-:' . · ... · . 
• ' a lack of'a clear ~dcrstan4ina of se(f-goye?Dment 8$ ·there ·seems to be rio consensus' ab.out . 

·• ..• 
it- ' ' . ' ·. : :· .... . ' ' ': . .. . ' ' . . . ·. . . ' ... 
\he. :bnpact Ulat ~elf-go~~cnt w~uld ~ve ~Po ·a. ~~·we~rri territ~ry: ·. · · 
the e~·scnuat· need fQt ·a strong ·and fiscally ·respc;,nsible c~tral govemtncnt fo~ ·the new· 
territory ', ' . .'. : ' ' . . ' ' ' . ' ' , ' . . ' '.· . . . . 

• · - fis~aµ responsibili~ ~ riot.been identified in.th~ a~·cling ~cipl~~ -- . ·· . . . . . . ~ . 
•· ·. .that ·any new gov~mment should.be no larger than t~day and.po~ntially spialler ' ·:· 
• ·. ·· · the fear. that business bu abo~ which.clircdion Government migpt take or any replacement 

· or new .f 9.J'I2:1· ~f govcniment ~(iht take in. sc~hing fo~ new revenues .. throug~ increased . 

. ,', 
• 

. taxation . . . · . . . . . . ·· ·. · · ·. · · . · . · , . · · · · .' ·.. · · ·· . · · · · · 
~t any. additional costs ditectly ~lated to ~e pro.yision of self-gove~~nt· should be born 

.. by th, Fede;ral:Gov~cnt throu~ additio~ fundins,. ~ot the new Tc~torial Govemffient 
the ~t goyemment should focus on the ·constitution p'articularly_ as it'~ll µicvitably .. 
~ect . the . process · _of Cormrnu~ity·· Einpowemlent, -gov-erit restruc~a · and- . · · 
impl~etttatio~· of lan~ .. claims a~ccmerits · . . ' · ; . .. . · 

Town Office · . · . 
Box 5 . 
Norman Wells, NWT 
XOE OVO . 

.. ' 

. oi! .c.~1ta1 ofthe· N .. w .. r. 
.·· ·, . PH: (403) 587•2238 
. · .. i=x: (403)· sa1-2a1a . 
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Ha~ing been given th~ sUpp~it ~f Ule ~ublic who ~as present· af ~ur c1taft c~nstl~tion 'i:~viC:w . . 
meeting, 'Council ~she~ 'to advi$e that ~ey support the ·gui~g princip.l~s· ~th one afidition. Adel.. .. . · ... 
to the principl~s that any n~w government ~e~• to be•affordabl~~. efticie~·t ·and,.responsible. · .. · . , 
Along with·thiS addition and the principl~s outlined in·th~ draft y9ur'gove~ent caifbe as~ that . '• . 

'Norman Wells C01lsiders *e auide~.s .to,be.the-proper. fouµdatio~ upon wbich··t~'d~elop a . · .. 
·~onstitutfon refle.cti~e of a new.·westetn.~~ory; ·~e ·are convinc.~f~at development o.(a ·. . :. 
: constiru~ori for the west· ~ed .on the~ princip.les will m~t ~e ~e~ds cif its .reside~ts .. in: all respects. . .. 
• • . • ~ ' ' ' • • ,• •' ' '• \ • • I • ' • • : ' ' ' ' • .' ' ', • ' ' • • '' • • • ••, • • ' 

Co~cil ~annot. s~ppo~·(any. ~ne. particular m~d~l ·~f ilie .. legislatiye. asse~bly ·~d, their'yarious: .·· · . . ... ,. ·. 
prop.osal~ for:r~pr~s~ntati9n,and gove~ance.~cluded_in ~~ draft. The To·~ of~orman We~ls ... .-· ... · . , . 
. e~pha$ise's its l?elief.~n a-~~e ~tro~g .. c~tra1·governme~t for-the n~w·w~~em .. ~~iitory. "fie agree. · .. ' . . .: . 
·when it'is· s:uiae~d that first de~g-.the res~nse pf ~ Federal :ooveriirµent will be,.~ces~acy , · · · .. 

· to determine if a.ny;part of the draft pro.posals. ~ unconstitutjq~ or.not legally. ~able~ After whic~ . · .· 
· . we will be ~ble to dev~lop an appropriattl 'and r~sp.onsive ·central goveriun~t ~.at enco~p·asses the · : .· . , : . · 

· basis of'the guiding principles.· . : .'' . .' · · ·. . > · . . . ... . · ··. ,. · · . . . . . .' · . ·. . : ·. · ·. ·· · · 
' ' ' ' 1 l • I .. ,,,,' . 

' ' 

~e·a1~0 believe that'~ early be~g·~f ~g~ti~tions ~th'the F~derai' G~;'.ment isJmperative ... 
·.. : .It i~'absQlutely essential:ti:iat discussio~ be COJ.:iclud~d·quicldy recognizing that 4!yisio~ ~ll :PCCUI' .. 

. · · . · · •: .. · m 199~. · There ~Y. is little valU:C lll"'.\"Or~ diliaently·to~ar~ an. ~~(amonist our.selv.e~ · · · 
, . ·. , . · .· ·. · s4Iiply to have 'it rejected by tfut Fede¥,Govemmeiit ... ~onsti~tjo~ acceptabil~ty.leg~ co·n~traints , ..... · 
. . . and.fiscal,lif:[l.itations will ~H ~vc.~ ~Carina on the,,final shap~ or'~y leaislativ~ m~del. 'Wi~(?Ut a . ·. 

full '~~~standing of'~se, the ·cOtfcct· form·· o( go"'~mari~, cannot 1;,c fully pevclop~d ..... H~v.ing .~ · 
better und~standi~g·•.~'provi~ that'~ adhere .. ~ th~ gui~ principle,S~· WC, ~ theft .. ~~~e.lop th~ · ... 
shape of:th~ -physical _s~~tµre. of aoverilmeiit ~. the ~ew. west~· territory .s~ti~facto~iy .. · · . . •' ' • ', 'I ' ' • ,, • ' ''• • 

~aain, ~~ 8,ppre~ia~ ~ ~~~-~ guiil~ce Thai Y~u pro~d~d in 0~ d~1iberatiOns: It~de : ... . 
it in.or~ po~sible to: ·wdcrtalcc 9ur. rcvicw .. of the Draft ·constjtutfon froxµJi• khowl~gab~e and·. · .. · ... ·: 
·huonned• ~is'in ,the· spirit of,aooci' will and undftStandina .. We loQk forward· to b~ini afforded the . : . · 

.. ·. oppo~~ to' partic1patc m any ·future ;dcli~ations rcg~ng·:tb.is .~xtrcn;.cly important iop~9 ... · .· : . .·· 

· · .· . In 'summU)', c~~cil ~ftll~·Town 'of'~~~ We1is ~trongly' su~Pl>rts the c~lltinu~~ ~elot,~cb~· • . . .· . 
. '• .. of'anew:constitutjonfor,the•New~e~ Tenito'ry.-.- · ... : : . . ... ·· :· .... ' · .. ·. ' 
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. . : Max P. ~elnyk 
·:Mayor·· ···· 
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