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DENE NATION 11111,m1,~m,1m,I11~i1111,11ii[iI111111111111 
DENENDEH NATIONAL OFFli 3 1936 00044 996 5 

P.O. Box 2338 
Yellowknife. N. W. T. 
XIA 1P7 

Ms. Jane Groenewegen 
Members Office 
Legislative Assembly 
Government of the N.W.T. 
P.O. Box 1320 
Yellowknife, NT XlA 2L9 
FAX: 920-4735 

Dear Ms. Groenewegan: 

RE: Naming the Western Territory 

Phone: 873-4081 
Fax: 9.20-2254 

Further to our letter dated August 26, 1996, I would like to 
address the following concern with regards to naming the Western 
Territory. 

From our archives, located at the Dene National Office, I have 
retrieved three similar motions in relation to affirming the 
commitment to naming the Western Territory, Denendeh. Two of the 
motions were addressed in 1984 leadership meetings, one in April in 
Fort Good Hope, the other in December of 1984 in Yellowknife. The 
third motion was dated September 1987 at a leadership meeting in 
Fort Simpson, NT. 

The motions are attached for future reference when determining an 
approach to follow when determining a name for the Western 
Territory. 

I look forward t~ hearing 

::~~~ (~ure in 

from you or for a possible meeting with 
regards to the issue. 

Bill Erasmus 
Denendeh National Chief 

BE/nu.201 

c.c. All Chiefs, Denendeh 
MLAs/Cabinet Members - GNWT 
Municipal Governments - NWT 
Native Womens Association - NWT 
Northern Media 
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DENE NATION 
DENENDEH NATIONAL OFFICE 

P.O. Box 2338 
Yellowknife. N. W. T. 
XIA 2P7 

26TH DENE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
DENINU K'UE, DENENDEH 

AUGUST 12-19, 1996 

Phone: 873-4081 
Fax: 920-2154 

MOTION #96/97-005(25) 

RE: DENENDEH - NAME FOR WESTERN NWT 

WHEREAS a territory will be established in the Western NWT; and 

WHEREAS talks on the development of a constitution are in progress; and 

WHEREAS the Dene refer to their homelands as Denendeh; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the 26th Dene National Assembly supports that 
the name of the territory be Denendeh. 

1 
Bill Erasmus 
Dene National Chief 
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DENE NA TI ON LEADERSHIP r1EET ING 
YELUJ,•IKNI FE, NWT 

DECFJ U3ER 3-7, 1984 
.. · 

' .: . . . 

\4HEREAS the 1 and itse 1 f and streams, 1 akes an·d. othe~ ·. i andma.r{; ~· .· ·. 
· in Denendeh are kno\om to the Dene. by Dene na·mes and; 

WHEREAS the Goverrn!:ent of Canada and the Government of the 

Nor th•;1es t Territories. have v i o 1 <l ted Dene trJd it ion, Dene culture and the 

Dene· right to sc 1 f-~•Jvernment by giving non-Dene rrn111es to 1 andmurks in 

Ot!ncndch and; 

WHEREJ\S t!:c recent "naming of the Western mJT" contest has 

·caused some confusion abo1Jt the future name of Dencndch; 

THEREF0!1E '.2[ IT RESOLVCD THAT: 

1 • That ti1e Cenc tla ·t ion J ff i rm~ i t'.l c:0:,uni ti11Qn t to 

ac; th:~ nt1I:!c of our ilornc·IJ11rl and in5tructs the Exccuti'le 

to in f,:,r-111 the Gov1..:rn111cn t l) f Lile ;1. '.LT. of f ii c; co1rmi tr:1 :n t. 

?. • Tll<l t in conjunct i 0:1 . \·ri tll U1~ l)e:1H~ i-!~1 ti on , 1:he} ~ovc r !1n:r;n t 

of tl>~ :i.~-!. T. ii!!:!~1~d i,1tely ,~sl:11'.)l ish a p11i>I ir. <.;O:L:li:.si,)11 

sEco:m1-:o lW: 

(:,1'J'. '~ I ED 

vJi U1 ;: · :,Jti Ly n1:ne i~t~~!!!Jc?r~h·ip tu i1;:;1l:::ncnt UH~ fol l0\-:in 1J 

objecr~:·,cs: 

~1) Gi ling <lf)(H'Oj)t i<.11:e n,~ne IhrnIcs to µrcc;e:nl1y urrn11-i1~cd 

l c.uY~E1J ;·ks and to give Ccne 11 a111,1$. to a 11 nc\·/ ro,1d s, 

pu:Jl ic buildinys Jnd plc.1ces in Dencndch. 

b) Systcm:.1tically and officially reco<Jnizing anJ renaming, 

vii th Dene names, a 11 1 a~~dmtwks roads, pub 1 ic bu i1 di ngs 

and places now known by English n~1mcs. 



LEADERSHIP MEETING 

FORT GOOD HOPE, N.W.T. 

11 - 16 APRIL 1984 

DRAFT MOTION RE: NAME FOR A NEW WESTERN TERRITORY 

WHEREAS the Dene Leadership has discussed the need 
to name a new western territory; and 

WHEREAS the Dene Leadership feels strongly that a 
native name should be chosen for a new western territory, 
since a majority of the residents of the new territory shall 
be native; and 

WHEREAS the western part of the N.W.T. is, for the 
most part, the traditional and continuing homeland of the Dene; 
and 

WHEREAS the Dene continue to be the rightful! owners 
and managers of the Dene homeland~ and 

WHEREAS the Dene have, through a process of community 
consultation and discussions over the past several years, and 
taking into account. the five Den~ languages·, chosen- Denendeh · 
( Land of the People) ··a---s·- the .. name· for our homeland;- and- - · :_ 

WHEREAS the Dene believe that naming the new western 
territory Denendeh would be a positive step in recognizing the 
Dene heritage and the rightful place of the Dene as full 
participants in the shaping of our future; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Dene leadership 
strongly affirms its position that the name for a new western 
territory should befDenend_iii.)'in recognition of the existence 
of the Dene in this part of the north since time inmemorial 
and in recognition of our future role as full participants in 
a new·government in the new western territory. 

MOVED BY: Alexi Arrowmaker, Regionc:l Vice President, fir at"e: Lakes 

SECONDED BY: Chief Pat Martel, H~y River 

PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 

( 1 ABSTENTION) 

April 12, 1984 



---( 

DOE LEADERSHIP t£ETIN6 
FOAT SIHPSON, N.W.T. 

SEPTEtmER 21,22,23, 1987 

RESOLUTION NO. 6 

Re: Support for Division and W.C.F. Const1tut1onal Process and 
tauaJutt A~eemeot 

wtEREAS the Dene people have S\4)p()rted. the lnutt tn 
their demands for an lnutt T8fT1tory called tmavut; and . 

Wl£REAS the Dene continue to~ changes to the 
present Terrttor1a1 Government structll"e to make the government more 
reflective of the Dene method of govemtng, which include OU" cultt.re and 
values; and 

Wl£REAS the creation of a new government -structtn 
senstttve to the Dene wtth spectftc abortgtnal guarantees ts an tnte~I 
part of the claims strategy and represents the poltt1cal part of the claim; 
and 

WHEREAS the Dene have s~ed the process called 
the WCF or Western Constttuttonal Forum which has been establtshed to 
negotiate the dtvtston of the N. W.T. and the creation of N\J\avut and 
Oenendeh and which wtn contain these pollttcal guarantees;_and 

Wl£REAS the W.C.F. and N.C.F. (~ Constltuttonal 
Forum) have negotiated the January 87 lqualutt >q'eement which 
establishes a timetable for d1vtston, a process to negotiate the struct\.re 
of the two new govemnents and recommends that the dtvtston boundary be 
the RATIFIED clatms boundary yet to negotiated and rat1f1ed by the Dene 
and Met Is; -cc __ -, 

· NOW Tf£REFORE BE IT RE~ that this Leadership 
reaffirms its support for the creatton p(Der<e"ndeh 1~ the Western part of 
the H.W.T.; and ~ 

... ./2 



-2- RESCl.UTION NO. 6 

FURTJER BE IT RESOLVED that this leadership 
reaffirms its ~ for the Jaooary 87 lqualutt A~etmfflt with the same 
cond1t1on that the dtvision bo4-.ndar)' be a RATIFIED claims bouldary; and 

FURTt£R BE IT RESOl VED that this Leadership directs 
the Dene Nation Executive to tr~usmit the content of this motton to the 
I oot t 1 eaders of Nunavut. 

MOVED BY: Chtef Jonas Sangrts 
Yellowklfe ·a· Band, N.W.T. 

SECONDED BY: Chtef Grace Blake 
Arctic Red River, N.W.T. 

CARRIED: September 23, 1987 
-
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