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Petitions presented by Mr. Henry, Mrs. Groenewegen and Mr. Oates 

Response by the Honourable Sam Gargan 
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly 

Naming of the Western Territory 

The Speaker does not have the authority to action the request of the petitioners. 
The naming of the Western Territory is a matter that is being considered by the 
Western MLAs and therefore, I have forwarded these petitions to the Western 
Caucus of the Legislative Assembly. 
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Petition b/-ljtj), Oct.UL, 1~~0 

PETITION. 

MR. SPEAKER, I WOULD LIKE TO PRESENT A PETITION DEALING WITH 
THE MATTER OF: 

The Naming of the new Western Territory After Division 
(Subject of Petition) 

MR. SPEAKER, THE PETITION CONTAINS -~2~9"--"7_9'----- SIGNATURES, 
FROM RESIDENTS OF YELLOWKNIFE AND, MR. SPEAKER, THE 
PETITIONERS REQUEST: 

Material Allegations: 

and urge the Government of the Northwest Territories to retain Northwest 
Territories as our name when two separate territories are formed in 1999, 
for these reasons: 

1 ) Northwest Territories is an historic name Northerners of every race 
claim with pride. That pride is one of the few common bonds we have 
as Dene, Metis, Inuit and others. We need all the unity we can muster 
to build a new territory. 

2) "Northwest Territories" conveys an exciting and intriguing image· for 
tourism, accurately describes what our new territory will be physically 
and is a name known worldwide today. ·we've spent millions to 
establish that recognition. Why spend another fortune to start over 
again? 

MEMBER'S NAME: Seamus Henry 
/ (Plea 

MEMBER'S SIGNATUR~~,,.......-~~-- Date: Oct. 2. 1996 

(To be attached to original of Petition) 
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PETITION 

MR. SPEAKER, I WOULD LIKE TO PRESENT A PETITION DEALING WITH 
THE MATTER OF: 

Renaming of the Western Territory 
(Subject of Petition) 

MR. SPEAKER, THE PETITION CONTAINS 494 SIGNATURES, 
FROM RESIDENTS OF HAY RIVER AND~ MR. SPEAKER, THE PETITIONERS 
REQUEST: 

Material Allegations: 

We, the undersigned feel that the name for the Western Territory should 
remain as is, the Northwest Territories. -As most of us have either been born 
here or have resided in the Northwest Territories for most of our lifetime, we 
consider the Northwest Territories our home and would like to see the name 
remain as is. Thank you. 

MEMBER'S NAME: 

I 
I 

I 

Date: Oct. 2. 1996 

(To be attached to ori ition) 
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PETITION 

MR. SPEAKER, I WOULD LIKE TO PRESENT A PETITION DEALING WITH 
THE MATTER OF: 

The Naming of the new Western Territory After Division 
.(Subject of Petition) 

MR. SPEAKER, THE PETITION CONTAINS ______ 29 __ _ SIGNATURES, 
FROM RESIDENTS OF YELLOWKNIFE AND, MR. SPEAKER, THE 
PETITIONERS REQUEST: 

Material Allegations: 

and urge the Government of the Northwest Territories to retain Northwest 
Territories as our name when two separate territories are formed in 1999, 
for these reasons: 

1 ) Northwest Territories is an historic name Northerners of every race 
claim with pride. That pride is one of the few common bonds we have 
as Dene, Metis, Inuit and others. We need all the unity we can muster 
to build a new territory. 

2) "Northwest Territories" conveys an exciting and intriguing image for 
tourism, accurately describes what our new territory will be physically 
and is a name known worldwide today. We've spent millions to 
establish that recognition. Why spend another fortune to start over 
again? 

'' 

MEMBER'S NAME: 
Please Print) 

Date: Oct, 2. 1996 

(To be attached to original of Petition) 
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I PETITION 

MR. SPEAKER, I WOULD LIKE TO PRESENT A PETITION DEALING WITH 
THE MATTER OF: 

The Naming of the new Western Territory After Division 
(Subject of Petition) 

MR. SPEAKER, THE PETITION CONTAINS 8 SIGNATURES, FROM 
RESIDENTS OF YELLOWKNIFE AND, MR. SPEAKER, THE PETITIONERS 
REQUEST: 

Material Allegations: 

and urge the Government of the Northwest Territories to retain Northwest 
Territories as our name when two separate territories are formed in 1999, 
for these reasons: 

1) Northwest Territories is an historic name Northerners of every race 
claim with pride. That pride is one of the few common bonds we have 
as Dene, Metis, Inuit and others. We need all the unity we can muster 
to build a new territory. 

2) "Northwest Territories" conveys an exciting and intriguing image for 
tourism, accurately describes what our new territory will be physically 
and is a name known worldwide today. We've spent millions to 
establish that recognition. Why spend another fortune to start over 
again? 

MEMBER'S. NAME: 
(Please Print) 

MEMBER'S SIGNATURE: (..,...\--+·~~-J-u._~-~----
J 

Date: Oct. 2. 1996 

(To be attached to original of Petition) 
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PETITION 

MR. SPEAKER, I WOULD LIKE TO PRESENT A PETITION DEALING WITH 
THE MATTER OF: 

The Naming of the new Western Territory After Division 
(Subject of Petition) 

MR. SPEAKER, THE PETITION CONTAINS 6 SIGNATURES, FROM 
RESIDENTS OF YELLOWKNIFE AND, MR. SPEAKER, THE PETITIONERS 
REQUEST: 

Material Allegations: 

and urge the Government of the Northwest Territories to retain Northwest 
Territories as our name when two separate territories are formed in 1999, 
for these reasons: 

1) Northwest Territories is an historic name Northerners of every race 
claim with pride. That pride is one of the few common bonds we have 
as Dene, Metis, Inuit and others. We need all the unity we can muster 
to build a new territory. 

2) "Northwest Territories" conveys an exciting and intriguing image for 
tourism, accurately describes what our new territory will be physically 
and is a name known worldwide today. We've spent millions to 
establish that recognition. Why spend another fortune to start over 
again? 

MEMBER'S NAME: 
(Please Print) 

MEMBER'S SIGNATURE: y cJz...e. (2 t~ 
( 

\ 
\j 

oa·te: Oct, 2. 1996 

(To be attached to original of Petition) 
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Petition 63-13(3):'0ct.02, 1996 ,---------------------

PETITION 

MR. SPEAKER, I WOULD LIKE TO PRESENT A PETITION DEALING WITH 
THE MATTER OF: 

The Naming of the new Western Territory After Division 
(Subject of Petition) 

MR. SPEAKER, THE PETITION CONTAINS 7 SIGNATURES, FROM 
RE$1DENTS OF YELLOWKNIFE AND, MR. SPEAKER, THE PETITIONERS 
REQUEST: 

Material Allegations: 

and urge the Government of the Northwest Territories to retain Northwest 
Territories as our name when two separate territories are formed in 1999, 
for these reasons: 

1 ) Northwest- Territories is an historic name Northerners of every race 
claim with pride. That pride is one of the few common bonds we have 
as Dene, Metis, Inuit and others. We need all the unity we can muster 
to build a new territory. 

2) "Northwest Territories" conveys an exciting and intriguing image for 
tourism, accurately describes what our new territory will be physically 
and is a name known worldwide today. We've spent millions to 
establish that recognition. Why spend another fortune to start over 
again? 

MEMBER'S NAME: 
(Please Print) 

(\ 

MEMBER'S SIGNATURE:\\ufe--e () ~ Date: Oct. 2. 1996 

C _J 

(To be attached to original of Petition) 
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Petition 64-13(3), Qct.02, 19~ 

PETITION 

MR. SPEAKER, I WOULD LIKE TO PRESENT A PETITION DEALING WITH 
THE MATTER OF: 

The Naming of the new Western Territory After Division 
(Subject of Petition) 

MR. SPEAKER, THE PETITION CONTAINS 9 SIGNATURES, FROM 
RESIDENTS OF YELLOWKNIFE AND, MR. SPEAKER, THE PETITIONERS 
REQUEST: 

Material Allegations: 

and urge the Government of the Northwest Territories to retain Northwest 
Territories as our name when two separate territories are formed in 1 999, 
for these reasons: 

1 ) Northwest Territories is an historic name Northerners of every race 
claim with pride. That pride is one of the few common bonds we have 
as Dene, Metis, Inuit and others. We need all the unity we can muster 
to build a new territory. 

2) "Northwest Territories" conveys an exciting and intriguing image for 
tourism, accurately describes what our new territory will be physically 
and is a name known worldwide today. We've spent millions to 
establish that recognition. Why spend another fortune to start over 
again? 

MEMBER;S NAME: 0A l<t.- Q o\ f __( 
(Please Print) 

MEMBER'S SIGNATURE: ~J,~ 0c$'\.S Date: Oct, 2. 1996 

(To be attached to original of Petition) 
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PETITION 

MR. SPEAKER, I WOULD LIKE TO PRESENT A PETITION DEALING WITH 
THE MATTER OF: 

The Naming of the new Western Territory After Division 
(Subject of Petition) 

MR. SPEAKER, THE PETITION CONTAINS __ _,r;.5__._7 __ _ SIGNATURES, 
FROM RESIDENTS OF YELLOWKNIFE AND, MR. SPEAKER, THE 
PETITIONERS REQUEST: 

Material Allegations: 

and urge the Government of the Northwest Territories to retain Northwest 
Territories as our name when two separate territories are formed in 1999, 
for these reasons: 

1) Northwest Territories is an historic name Northerners of every race 
claim with pride. That pride is one of the few commo.n bonds we have 
as Dene, Metis, Inuit and others. We need all the unity we can muster 
to build a new territory. 

2) "Northwest Territories" conveys an exciting and intriguing image for 
tourism, accurately describes what our new territory will be physically 
and is a name known worldwide today. We've spent millions to 
establish that recognition. Why spend another fortune to start over 
again? 

MEMBER'S NAME: Jake Oates 
(Please Print) 

(\ 

Date: Oct. 2. 1996 

(To be attached to original of Petition) 
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PETITION 

MR. SPEAKER, I WOULD LIKE TO PRESENT A PETITION DEALING WITH 
THE MATTER OF: 

The Naming of the new Western Territory After Division 
(Subject of Petition) 

MR. SPEAKER, THE PETITION CONTAINS 98 
FROM RESIDENTS OF YELLOWKNIFE AND, MR. 

SIGNATURES, 
SPEAKER, THE 

PETITIONERS REQUEST: 

Material Allegations: 

We the undersigned are NOT IN AGREEMENT WITH CHANGING THE 
NAME OF THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES. 

The Northwest Territories has placed an important role in Canadian history 
and the name should remain the same. 

The cost involved in changing the name should be reason enough not to 
consider a name change. 

If these are days of fiscal constraint, this is a good place to start. 

MEMBER'S NAME: 

Date: Oct. 2. 1996 

(To be attached to original of Petition) 

• 


