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Mr. Speaker, I wish to table a package of two letters that I 

received in support of Nunavut Libraries and outlining 
-

concerns with • proposed reductions to Nunavut Library 

Services. The letters are from Philippa • Ootoowak, the local 

librarian in Pond Inlet, and Mireille Mathieu of lgloolik. 
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As Local Librarian in the community of Pond Iruct for the past eight ycars.,and 

Chairperson of the Library Board for two years prior to that, J have seen the Baffin 

Region community libraries develop and grow into active, efficient and w<~ll used 

public library services. This is in no small part due to the tireless and supportive 

work of our Regional Manager, Yvonne Ear]e. I cannot stress to you enough the 

importance of this vital role of Regiona1 Manager and ask that you voice your 

concern with the lay off of this position along with the othc-?r MLA's of the Nunavut 

. Region. The Amittuq area has the two best used community libraries in the region 

where Tnuktitut language is a top priority and the support of the RegionDl Manager 

is essential to maintain the! quality of service that we now provide. 

I am particular]y concerned with a number of the comments madt? by the Minister 

fot Education, Culture and Employme11l and can only wonder where he is obtaining 

his information from? The following an? some of the points that shou]d be 

questioned: 

1.) The community libraries will be greatly affected by the lack of a Rcgionc11 
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Manager as has been evident in the western region since the cancella Hon of 

the Community Services Librarian in Hay River. The often slow delivery of 

service affects the east when requesting materials from their libraries. Docs 

• the minister assume that there is still funding for traiiling and on going 

support services? 

2.) How many training trips to the communities or regional workshops have 

been conducted by HQ staff over the past 2-3 years as compared to the Baffin 

and Keewatin regions who were under Regional Managers? 

3.) Why is it that the only region whose holdings arc completely documented in 

the system is the Baffin Region? This would have taken years to accomplish 

without the Regional Ma11ager to co-ordinate operations. 

4.) Who will Local Librarians consult about local issues such as relations with 

Hamlet Councils and office staff, Education Authorities, school principals 

etc.? 

5.) The lime difference of two hours alone can cause endless frustrations when 

trying to make contact with HQ or Yellowknife. Telephont?, Fax and computer 

''down time'' are not uncommon occurrences, added to a mail service from 

the west that can take weeks, all cause communication problems for 

the Local Librarians. Who will pay the added long distance charges if there is 

no Regional Manager to answer questions, as the communities will not be 

able to afford this on the proposed drastically reduced. budgets? 

At this time a pc.?tition to "Save Nunavut Librarfos" is being circulated in Pond Inlet 

and being signed by Library users of all ages. If the proposed budget cha_nges are 

passed the fw1Cling for our Library will be reduced from $22,209.60 (96/97 fisca1 year) 

to $8,504 (98/99 fiscal year). With this massive cut in budget added to the lack of 

support from a Regional Manager, docs the Minister honestly believe there will be 

no reduction in the level of service to the communities who need it most of all? 
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Please, therefore, voice the concern of your constituents, many of whom arc too 

young to vott? hut whose Jives will be drastica1ly affected by a Government who 

apparnntly places such a low priority on Literacy. Thank you. 

Yours sincerely, 

Philippa Ootoowak 

·Local Librarian 

c.c. Simon Merkosak, Mayor of Pond Inlet, NT. 

Jesse Nutarak, Chairperson DEA, Pond Inlet, NT. 

Rd Picco, MLA Iqaliut, NT. 

Carmen Levi, Regional Supcrintendant, Iqaluit, NT. 
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Dear Mark, 

FAX NO, 81993487;32 

Igloolik, Februaiy 3rd, 1997. 

I wish to tell you bow we in Igloolik are concerned about the planned changes 
to the Libra1y Services. 

The money that the goven1ment now spends on 19 community l1bn.ules in the 
NWT Will be distributed to 59 communities. The existing llbraries wlll loose 
the greater part of their budgets. Of the l 9 existing libraries, 11 arc in 
Nunavut (two of them in your tiding). It feels very much that the west is 
to.king away from the east so that there w11l be little left to transfer to 
Nunavut. 

If there were more community libraries in Nunavut it Is because people wanted 
t.he1n, asked for them and worked to get them. 

We have had an active librazy for nearly 25 years in Igloolik. Rtgh t now it ts 
open 11 hours a week ~o the publlc. If the budget is cut according to plans, we 
will be left wHh just a few hours a week. You have often expressed conccn1 
about young people, sulctdc and the lack of actiV11.ics. The library provides a 
good acliVity for Igloolingmlut. 

WP. arc also greauy COilC\;U.L~U. that Us.n pos:ittnn~ nf RcS!ional Librarian (tn 
lqalutl ,1.nd Ranldn Inlet) ar~ bctug ellmlnated. Yvonne Rade in Iqaluit W::1.s 
been tr.o hnportnnt In training the community librarians, suppoJ·t111g t.hcm by 
pllonc and fax. The Regional L1hrary also ctrculates book~ a11.d videos to all 
the Baffin libraries and send books my mail to communtues who do 11ot hove a 
librnry {Hall Reach for tn~ta11.cc). That support. is most important to the 
survival of our libraries. 

If community libraries tn Nunavut fall apart now, tt wlll be years before we r.;in 
g:et thcn1 going again. We, our children and granciehiJdren wm suffer. 

Mireille Mathieu 




