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April 29er 1999 

A group ofHay River residents, Parent F~us Group .. have been woridng hard to compile 
,taria,t;.,-.a and s~ ruulu lmll will ·ass1:n: us co prov1de valuable i..Dput into the -
educ.tional ·prapamming for the youth of Hay River. Our group came to1ethcr 8:l a 
rmult of a 9b8rcd CG:l\U!m for our childzen and tho impact of the guvc:rnmenCs cootlnw:d 
cutbacks in educaticnal funding. Our concem wu 10 great tbat we c:ommined to survey· 
OChcr' parma in 1bc area to a.,scu hnw wide-spread the concern wu. Unforrun.tcly, the .. 
preliftlmlll'y teMJka of our airvey indicate that a large percenta&c of Hay River parents m-e 
disaa\iaftcd wi1b ~the education that their children are receiving. . 

WhCll we have compiled all of the results from our survey we intend to shale a copy with 
you and our MLA." From the result., that \Pie have to date, it is obvious that the concerns 
arc .not ilolaacd to .a kw parems. Our question co you is "How long does the 10vcmmcnt. 
plan 10 ignore Vdld, the tax.payers auc tclUtlg them?'' We are not happy with \he slash and 
bum ~ to reduced educ.at.ional ~ing. Large 1;lua size increa.:s the s~s for 
awden1W. tachcn md parents=- whic:b ducctly affects ltudent•s .learning. "Ibe 
itnpfancatatiaa of inclusive SQhaalmg (intcgraliaa of special nceda students itito a 
regular cllllalooffl) without wfficienl support and resomccs ~ cordinuc. Program 
CUll in Pre~. ~put8r smdie~ pltyaical education and music an, undermining the -
ability of our ilt11demss to compete on a nationw level. 

The c:onaeqwmc:ea of the careless and short-siahted c.duc.ation cuts affect our whole 
community. We have high levels of drop-out., and too maa.y young people with. 
imufflci811t ~ to help thetn survive in the worlcptao:. When will the government 
mlW'.S llw maney spent wisely on education will gi.ve our youth the wlla thiu they need • 
to he prc:xNICti"Wi contribut.ors to society and u a result. will reduce 'the govcmmCT1t•~ 
expenditures on ~l pmgrams7 
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When '\1/C add ~ all of the problem~ it is not ea:,y to be optimistic about the legacy that 
we are t--,ung on to CJUt yuuth. Haw can we have cnthusiamc life-long lcamers 
graduating -&am our schools 'When we continually put obstacles in their way? 

Our group inv:c,.is to pun;uc: these issue! for as long as it takes. W c \VB.nt lo see an 
improvement aad we arc prepared to lend suppon so that togdher we can tind solutions 
that will benefit our childtc:n. We arc feeling frustrated and angry at the way out most 
prei;;rious ~ is being ignored. OUR CI-IlLDREN ARB WORTII IT, AR.E YOURS? 

As the I0"•1awat completes the budget process for ~ upcoming year., we encourage 
.you to ldtm to lbe-tQ.psycrs and make education a priority. Don't \et this oppor,unity 
pus 1,y ~thaat·;making a concert::d effort to find the re,ourc:es 10 secure a future for our 
yoU11g people~ 

By way of this latter, we invite you. tn travel to Hay River to meet with the Parent Foe..~ 
Group ra ducuaa aw.- survey and future dlrcctlon of our education ,ynem. You am 
coateet. us tbroqh our spokesperson, Mrs. Mmy King, at (867) 87◄-6718 or (867) 874-
3626 (fa). 

Yours Truly, 

cc, Jane Groenewagen. MLA Hay Rivet 


