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FORT MCPHERSON JOINT COUNCIL 
Fort McPherson, NWT XOE oJo 

PH. 952-2428 FX. 952•2725 PH. 952-2330 ~. 852-2212 
P.O. Box 57 P.O. Box 86 . 

Ft. McPherson, NWT XOE OJO Ft. MCPherson, NWT XOE OJO 

\ 

May 7, 1999 

Ms. Debra Tynes 
Director 
Department of Social Services 
GNWf 
Bag Service # 1 
Inuvik, NT. 
XOEOTO 

Re: Social Sen-Ices Workers - Fort Md'benoo 

Dear Ms. Tynes: 

Jt has been brought to our attention that as of today our community is going to be left 
with only one community social service work~r. This person wilJ also be Jeavjng her 
position on May 14th

, 1999, thus leaving the community with no social workers, .Be 
advised that this situation doe." not sit easily with the J~adership in the community. I'm 
sure you can understand clearly our concern. 

The current workload as you know with two worker~ is excessive and taxjng to say the 
least, with only one worker it will be simply overwhelming. ( At present our sociaJ 
workers are seeing increased workloads in administration and client visitation. this is due 
largely to the closing of the Tl'oondhi Healing Ccntc::r and limited counse)ing resources 
readily availab]e. 

'-/ We need quaJificd social workers> and we need them immecHately. W'lrat ls being done 
now to remedy thit siluatinn? Our preference is to staff at least two quaJificd workers 
who will be ~re for the long term and are prof essiona/J in th~ field of social work. The 
clients arc the ones that suffer the most. At present clients a.re rcceivin~ inadequate 
assistance and provided with only temporary relief. 

We would ask that you t~t our concerns with a ~ense of urgency and sincerity. We 
would expect ~o immediate reapon1e to the above with a 11olutlon that i• acceptable 
to the cri:les we are now faced with. 

r--. 
We the undersigned can he reached al your earliest convcnienc; ·. 
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Sincerely, 

~ --{L-Chief - William Koe 

C.c. Nellie Corunouyca - Chairperson IRHB - Inuvik 
)( David K.rutko - MJ.,A 

Ray Scott .. C.E.O. - IRHB 
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Sincerely, 

~ 4a •~1ipa1ake 

. _,_ ...... · :Jo;i:-· ,_:·: Richard Nerysoo - President, TetJit Gwichin Tribal Council 
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