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~frs. Jane Groene·wagen 
Hay River Constituency 
Legislative Assembly 
Box 1320 
Yello·wknife, NT X lA 2L9 

Dear Jane: 
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I am writing you in order to encourage your support for Public Education. The current situation in our 
schools is not acceptable. The lack or funding is playing haYoc with the liYes or our students and 
teachers. 

LACK OF PERSON;-{EL TO DO THE JOB: Classes have become larger with a ·wider variety of 
abilities in them . There are fewer assistants to help with the slo,Yer as well as gifled children. In fact, 
gifted children really survive on their own. Our middle achievers are falling through the cracks. 
Generally, for no fault of the student or teacher, our students are not getting the education they 
desen'e. The class of Grade 8 Language Arts students I teach has a wide ability range in it and I have 
an a.ssistant for one period out of a four-day cycle. It is a frustrating exercise a.s I do not get to spend 
much quality time with some of my students during the week. 

LACK OF RESOl.TRCES TO DO THE JOB : Teachers are teaching courses with little or no material 
to do so. I am teaching a Language Arts course with a literature textbook. \Ve do not have funding to 
purchase material for the writing, grammar, or spelling part of the course. Consequently, I am maJJng 
all my own material. \Ve only have 3000 copies that we can copy on our xerox, so I am printing all the 
material on my o,rn printer. This is a costly and time-consuming exercise (I very rarely am in bed 
before 1 p.m.) . This situation causes stress . Over the past 3 or 4 years we have had more staff off 
because of stress than in all of my 27 years of teaching. 

BEHA VIOR OF STUDE;:--;TS: Lack of funding, a wide range of abilities, lack of the proper material, 
and a lack of time to prepare causes other problems also. Teachers get tired; students act out. The 
behavior in our classes is deteriorating to such an extent it is scary. \Vhen I listen to the problems in 
Unites States, I 'r',·onder ho,>r· long before this happe-ns.in Canada and in the 0 .\V.T. Unfortunately, 
this behavior is not confined to the school. Our business people complain about student behaviour in 
their shops and on the street. 

Our students deserve a better future where they arc well-rounded individuals. Good students make for 
a better future for the N.vV.T. also. \Vhat happens to our students aITects us all. Please remember this 
when the Assembly sets the Education bud get. 

Sincer~ly, 

Pat Burnstad, Teacher 
Diamond Jenness Secondary School 
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To the Mlnlstors and M Lt\' s of the 
Guv~rnment uf the NurthHt'.~t Terrlturk~ 
P.O. Dox 1320 
Yelluwknlfe., NT XlA 2L9 

Deur Sirs/Me~ttm~: 

RE: EDUCATIONAL INVESTME\T 

Th.is ]dt~r ls wrlttcn tu express my wm:un ovt>r fumllng of ttluctttlun In the Northwest 
Tcrritori~. 

As a teacher in the N.W.T., I am concerned with the reduced materl».l and humflil 
resoun:~~ tt.vallubl~ for uld und new t.:urrlcu]um.s. Th~ tJmc sprnt prududng mt1terllil 
for courses could be spent more productively working with studenrs. 

Over the. post fe-w.years there has been a deflnite increase ln class size which in turn 
lnc:re11Ses the number of spcdal ne~ds students per dHss. Thb mc1:1~ less tlme [Kf 

student and because specfol needs students need more. of )'Our time, our gifted and 
ml<ldlt or tht: ru::Hl stwlenb gd 1~~ uf the tt'at:ht'r's timr. "\Ve net:<l more spedttlist.s fur 
student support fo r.reurc-. that the needs of all students 1n our classrooms ar-c met. 

Please mnkc the education of our children the Wghest priority of thls sitting of the 
Ass~mbly, 

1\fay 25, 1998 



To the MinJstcrs and ML.\'s of the 
Guvtrnment of th~ Nurthtt·~st Ttrrlto.rle.s 
P.O. Box 1320 
Y dluwknlfe, NT XlA 2L9 

Dtur Sirs/Mestlttm~: 

RE: EDUCATIONAL lNVESTME\T 

1"1H I ..::o, UO r : 1 .::; r~ o . u u 4 r . u ..:: 

Thl.s ktkr is wrltten tu express my cum.:t'rn uvu fumHng of e<luc21tlun 1.n the Nurth\H~.st 
Territories. 

As a teacher in the N.\V.T., I am concerned with the l'educed material an<l humnn 
r~uun.:t!:I uvalli:tbk fur uld lint.I n~w \:UrrkuJwas, Th~ time spent prududng mlikrli:il 
for courses could be spent more procluctiv{l.]y worldng wJth students. 

Over the past fow yeurs there has been u definite increase in dB.SS siJ.c which h1 turn 
~cre!i!H!S th~ number of sp~d~l n~t<ls students per dzsss.. Th1s I~liru kss time ptr 

student and because special needs students need more of your time, our gifted and 
mid<lk uf the rouu students !,!d b!i uf tht: t~l:her's tiin~. w~ rJt':Ctl murt' spt.'cht.llsts fur 
student support to ensurt\ thJtt the neetls of all students 1n our classrooms are met 

Please make the educB.tion of our children the ~est priority of this sJtting of the 
A~.st'mbly, 

Sincerely, 

May 25, 1998 
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To the Ministers and ML4..'s of the 
Guvt;rrunent uf the Nurth·,n~st Ttrriturle~ 
P.O. Box 1320 
Yellu,,,-knlfo, NT X1A 2L9 

RE: EDUCATIONAL Ii"'fVESTME\T 

!'in r .::_'.) uo { • l --. l'-1 U . U U .... i . ·- .::-

Thls ldter hi writtrn tu exprt.Ss my wncern uver funding of t!U.Uczstiun 1n th~ North"'t'.~t 
Territorie!l, 

As a teacher in the N.W.T., I am concerned with th~ reduced material an<l humBn 
r~uu.rccs .1v~ihtbl~ for ul<l liml new currkulwm. The tl.mt: !!pent pru<luting muterhil 
for courses could be sprnt more productively working r\ith students. 

Over the post fow yetus thei-c has been a definite increase in class size which in turn 
l.ncreu.se~ the number of ~pedttl m:~s stuu.t:n~ p~r cl~s.s. Thh meliil.S les.s time per 
student .nd because special needs students need more of your time, our g:.ifted and 
m.l<lule of th-t- ruttd .stutlrnts gd l~s uf the h:ttclli:.r'.s 1lml". W, nt't.°'ll more ~pt.ch1lhts for 
student !Support to ensure that the needs of all students 1n our clusrooms a.re met. 

Please make the education of our children the hlghcst priority of this sitting of the 
A.s:st:mbly. 

Sincerely, 

May 25, 1998 



To the MinJsters and MLA's of the 
Guvt!rnment of the North-n·c~t Terf'lturk~ 
P.O. Box 1320 
Ydlu\1'knlft:, NT XlA 2L9 

RE: EDUCATIONAL L~VESTME\T 

MH T' :C:o • Uo (:14 NG.UIJ4 r,..UL: 

This ldter bi written tu e.xprtss my cuncun U\·t:r fumllng of eJuci:itiun In the Nurth\1 ~t 
Territories. 

A..s n teacher in the N."'.T., I am concerned with the reduced material and hwnan 
resuun:t:~ ~vtiUlib]~ for uld uml mw currku]wn.s. Tht tuni: :;prnt pru<ludng mziterh1l 
for courses could be spent more productively working )\ith students. 

Over the pust few years there ha.s been u definite increase in class size whkh in turn 
lncri:uses th~ number of special nec,.b :stuuents p~r d?Sss. TI-ili ~ans less tlml! per 
student and because special needs students need mort1 of )'Our time, our gifted and 
mldt.llc of tht ru1:1d stuucnt~ ~d I~ uf the te~cht'f's time. Vv'e n~ more spedttllsts for 
student .mpport to en.sure. ths.t the needs of all students 1n our cltl5srooms a.re met 

Please make the edurn.tion uf our children the hlghl'.st priority of this sitting of the 
A.ssemlJly. 

Sincerely, . 

~~\)~ 

May 25, l 998 
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To the i\'lliusters and MLA 's of the 
Government of the Northti·cst Ttnltorks 
P.O. Box 1320 
Y dluwlml!t', NT XlA 2L9 

RE: EDUCATIONAL INVESTME\T 

i"l ri , .::: o U o 

This lttttr h writkn tu exprtss my concern u"·t:r fumllng uf e<lurt1tlon 1n th~ Nurthttr.~t 
Territories. 

As a teacher ln the N. V{.T., I am concerned with the reduced rneterlal and human 
resoun:es ttvziU1:1ble fur uhl uml new turrkulums. The time .s_pt!nr prn<ludng m1:1terh1] 
for courses could be spent more productively working ~ith .stud~nrs. 

Over the post frw yet1l""~ there has been a deflnite increase in class size which in tum 
lnnet1se~ tiw number of spedttl net:t.ls ~tudent~ pt:r c.:l11S5. Thls mctl~ k.ss time per 
student and because 5pednl needs students need more of Jour time, our gifted and 
mlc.ldk uf thr ru11d. .stuuent!S gd I~ of the kud1cr·~ tlmr. ,vt' ntttl more spcdallsts fur 
stu<lent support to ensure. th:it the needs of all students l.n our classrooms are met 

Please make the r.ducation of our child:ren the highest priority oft~ sitting of the 
A_.5~embly. 

May 25, 1998 



To the NI.lnlstcrs and MLL\'s of the 
G<..n·~rrun~nt of the Norlh'1·e~t Tenltork~ 
P.O. Bo.x 1320 
Yclluwknlf~. NT XlA 2L9 

Deu Sl.rs/Me:sdumes; 

RE~ EDUCATIONAL INVESTME\T 

l'ih r 0:::0 UO 

Thh lt.'tter is written to ex pre~~ my rnnt:~rn uvt·r funding of edutdtiun in the Nurth\t~st 
Terrltorles. 

As n teacher in the N, W.T., I am concerned with the reduced material ancf human 
resuun:c.s liYt1il2::1ble for uld urnl nt:w i.:urrkulu.m:s, Tot tlme sprnt prUlludng m21terit1l 
for courses could be spent more product1n·1y working r\ith studenrs. 

Over the post fE."W yeurs there has been a def1n1te increase in class size which in turn 
lrn:n:ust:s the number of ~pt!d:tl needs stud en~ per dl1~5. Titls mt21ns kss tlmc per 
student and because speciul needs students need more of your time, our gifted Bnd 
mlJillc of tht' ru1:2u studenb get I~:s of tht! tcachu's tlmt>. \Ve ntttl more spech1llsts fur 
student support to ensure. that the needs of Bll students in our classrooms are met. 

Please :make the education of our children the hlghe.st priority of this sitting of the 
A.s:s~mbly. 

Sincerely, 

May 25, 1998 
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To the Ministers and MLA's of the 
Gove,·nment of the Northwest Territoiics 
P.O. Box 1320 
Yellowknife, NT X1 A 2 L9 

Dear Sirs/Mesdames: 

RE: EDUCATIONAL INVESTY!K\T 

\Ve. Rre wrJtlng to you to e..xpre.ss our concerm ~1th the Rmount of funding ttllocnte.d for 
cducotion over the past years. Education has not been a priori~·, und as u r~ult the 
e:duc11 tton_ of our children 1s suffering. 

Over the years, tts dftssroom asslstBnts, we hAve wsrched tmrl expe1·tenced flrst hAnd 
the dTccts of inudcquatc funding.. Ouss sizes h1n•c lnc:rc:usc<l, resources ore unuvullu bk 
to delJver progrnm~, 1mcl support for mttny students ln need ls slmply not availRhle. 

More funding 1s need eel .~o our ,hllctrr.n gd the bt~st erlut.tttion pusslble .. 

Thank you. 

Youn truly, 

~~~ 

~ rl~d 
~ 

c_ 

Mt1)' 25, 1.998 


