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Sustamable Development 1n the NWT

; Background Infonnatron R . R |

‘ Sustamable development is a new term to descrlbe an old behef Wthh many‘ e

. industrialized societies have forgotten "We do not inherit the land 'and its =~
resources from our ancestors.  We borrow it from our children." In the -

-' ;Northwest Terr1tor1es, this 1nterdependence between development and
~ conservation is particularly clear glven our tradltlonal llfestyles and culturesv 2
| Wthh are closely t1ed to the land R ~ ~

In 1980 the World Conservatron Strategy advanced the concept of sustarnable n

development and encouraged its use around the world. The - strategy S

'«recogmzed that a sound economy: depends on a healthy environment. Since

‘that time, sustainable development has been the central theme of the World .
- Commission on Environment and. Development (Brundtland Comm1551on) andr -

“has recelved W1despread support m Canada

The Government of the Northwest Terrrtorles along with governments in -

. other Jurlsdlchons, recognized the need to re-examine the link between the
‘environment and economic development It began work on the development of

.. -a conservation strategy to ensure the wise use and management of our: natural

‘fresources :

- The conservatlon strategy has developed into the Sustamable Development, S
* Policy to reflect the fact that the pohcy addresses both Tresource conservation .

s and economic development

a An Interdepartmental Workmg Group was estabhshed to develop the :

* “Sustainable- Development Policy. In September 1989, a public discussion paper * - )

on the proposed policy was released for review and comment. The paper
- received® sohd ‘support from the public, 1nd1cat1ng a new era for resource
: management in the Northwest Terntorles ' PR o

. '7W1th the adoptxon of thls pohcy, the Government of the Northwest Terr1tor1es
officially recognizes the mterdependence between conservation and.

“development. The policy will apply to all decisions and actions of ‘the:
Government related to natural and herltage resources in the Northwesti I
' f“_Terrltorres el , , C






A NWT Round Table On Env1ronment and Economy

)

| AThe concept of a Round Table on Env1ronment and Economy was f1rst* N |

- developed in 1987 by the National Task Force on Environment and Economy in -

- response to recommendations of the Brundtland Commission. The Task Force
. recommended the creation ofa Round Table in every prov1nce and terr1tory in.
, Canada ‘ SR : BNEY ’

Earher this year, Government Leader Denms Patterson announced as

- commitment to establish a Northwest Territories Round Table on Environment
- .and Economy The Sustainable Development Policy formally recognizes the -

' Round Table as an advisory body to the Executive Council. Chaired by the -
" Government Leader, the Northwest Territories Round Table .will provide a
valuable forum for government, industry, native groups and pubhc interest -
- groups to work together towards sustamable development ina creat1ve and -

‘ cooperatlve atmosphere ' = o

T he work of the Round Table w111 complement and support exrstmg processes o

o -dealing - w1th resource development and conservat1on in the Northwest - s
L ,iTerrltorles ‘ , o \

b }Implementatlon In1t1at1ves.

"Sustamable Development At The Commumty Level

‘_,The successful 1mplementat10n of sustamable development depends on
. cooperation. It will 1nvolve srgn1f1cant efforts by government 1ndustry, and the
j general pubhc Co :

s ‘{‘Sustamable development is an. opportumty for northerners to create long term, :

- economic options’ that meet future-as well as present needs. This means . - .

~ recognizing and including traditional knowledge and expertise in developing. TR

' policies on renewable resources and managing development activities. It also

- means commumty-based development pro]ects wh1ch produce local ]obs and‘ o
: ‘_‘trammg and educatlonal opportun1t1es . '

The l1nk between env1ronment and development has been recogmzed Now we :
-must work together to establish the harmonious. relationship between a

- ‘healthy environment and a prosperous economy. We have bortowed the land L

. from our children; we should make sure that it is returned to them in better ¥
Jcondrtlon than when we got it.- - » S ’
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o NORTHWEST TERRITORIES |
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT POLICY

S

. ‘The Government of the Northwest Terntones (GNWT) recogmzes that envuonmental B
/conservatlon is essential to long term - economic prosperity while at the same time

economic development can contribute 31gn1ﬁcant1y to the achievement of conservatlon’

- goals. This mterdependence between conservation and development  will ‘be - ofﬂcxally

. recogmzed by the Government of the Northwest Territories: through the apphcatlon of the

‘Ln

- concept of sustainable development to-all its deasxons and actions related to natural and
e jhentage resources m the Northwest Temtones ' - :

. Thls pohcy is based on the followmg pnnc1ples

— :The ‘G.N. WT shall promote -economic. development whtch matntams harvestable
o resources at sustatnable Ievels essenttal ecologzcal processes and natural dzverszty

- The G N.W.T. shall routznely combtne and equally wetgh conservanon and development‘ )
. factors in deczszon-malang processes for the use of resources. . :

-Sustamable deveIopment of resources is essenttal to the Iong term economtc, cultural '
- and soczal well-bemg of northem res1dents -

d Northem resrdents shall be assured meantngful tnput and parttCtpanon in deczstonsf -
.related to conservatton and resource development . S :

ﬁInztzattves assoctated wuh thts poltcy shall be conststent wzth or complement, all
; agreements, pohczes and Iegtslatton related to the settlement of abongtnal clatms as they»
, relate to conservatton and development of resources : Ll

‘Conservatton and development pracnces shaIl take into account the local knowledge,
" values and experienice to be found among the regular users of the environment as well -

as the mformatton developed in academtc msatuttons, ndustry and govemment

bl

, Natural resources should be managed so that opportumaes for ﬁtture resource uses

are maxtmtzed and mamtenance of ecosystems is ensured

_~ ‘Conservatton commuments in resource development proposals. shall be a ma]or; '
constderatton in determmmg the degree of G.N. WT s poltttcal and ﬁnanczal support




- 9. The G.N.W.T. recognizes the need for conservation areas to maintain special values -
"~ related to wildlife and wildlife habitat, unique or representative ecosystems, prime
- forests, productlve agncultural soils, and hentage, recreational, tourism, scientific,
- and aesthetic resources. The G.N. WT shall support human activities in such areas
‘ 'where they are. compatlble w1th the values. bemg protected ' o
10, ‘iEnhanced cooperatlon w1th other c1rcumpolar and nelghbourmg Junsdrctrons is
- 1mportant in addressing. transboundary concerns related to resource management
~and the mamtenance of enwronmenta] quahty | S |

11 . ‘As far as. possrble, 1mplementat10n of thls pohcy will rely pnmanly on ex1st1ng

mechanisms and Pprocesses or those already under development through land clalms‘
or other processes : :

Reference =

For elaboration of this Policy refer to Directive

ii



 DIRECTIVE . Sustainable Development

{“,SCOPE S e | B ‘?ffj, LN

"'Thls pohcy apphes to all dec1s10ns and actlons of the Government of the Northwest - |

\ g Terrltones related to resource development in the Northwest Terrltorles

- \Q}DEFINITIONS

L

Conservatlon

£ .Means the wzse use of renewable non-renewable and herttage resources so that Iong:‘
, term beneﬁts can be en]oyed by present and ﬁuure generatzons ‘ R

B

| %Conservatlon Area

: fMeans an_area of land or water that provzdes spectal management measures to -

maintain outstandzng values related 10 wzldltfe and wildlife habitat, unique or

PR representative ecosystems prime forests, productive agncultural sozls and hentage, .
‘recreattonal, tounsm, sczentzﬁc, and aesthettc resources : : S

o Envrronment

[Means the atr, water tce snow land ammal and plant lzfe, and hentage resources of, .
- the Northwest Terntones ‘ : . RN

| Env1ronmental Quahty
B ‘Means the env:ronments capabtlzty to support the well bemg of all hfe forms

Herltage Resource

.,(‘,

- Means the matenal remains or plac‘es of past human use or occupancy They consist -
of sites and amfacts of i hzstoncal, archaeologtcal, ethnologzcal and ongomg cultural or
’ ~rehgtous szgmﬁcance B B SR e .




12.

N Natural Dwersnty

‘Non-Rene\wable Resource* -

“ Integrated‘ Resource Management

Means a coordmated process in whtch all components of resource management (poltcy N

Lfdevelopment land and water use planning, environmental assessment, legislative and :
regulatory mechanisms) -are formally linked and complementary The process is
»charactenzed by the shanng of values, tnformanon and advzce among vanous mterests

° Means the naturally occurmg vanety of Itvmg and nonlzvmg elements in the‘ o

envir onment

A

Means resources whzch cannot be replaced or renewed followmg extracnon mcludmg‘
all minerals, aggregates, and fosszl Juels.

4 Renewable Resource

: Means land and water resources, such as ﬁshenes, wzldlzfe and thezr habttat forestry, =
| and agnculture ' : R - ‘

: Re’source ,Development

| Means those activities tncludmg the exploratzon, constructlon and operauonal phases.

of non-renewable resource extractzon, and commercml renewable resource use acnvmes, SR

plus other suppomng actzvuzes

Round Table on Envnronment and Economy

. 4 mulu-sectoral body provldmg the Govemment of the Northwest Temtones wzth advzce
" on sustainable development matters. Its membersth includes representatzves from
. govemment native organlzatwns, pnvate mdustry, and publtc znterest groups

Sustamable Development

A way of managmg natural resources and the envzronment 50 that economzc, . social and

cultural needs are met. while mamtaznmg ecologtcal processes and natural dzverszty
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B ?’ b)

= PROVISIONS

Authorlty and Accountablhty

Cay

V

' Envrronment and Economy

Executrve Councll

’ The Executlve Councrl may approve plans and programs related to thlsu |

Pohcy, its Action Plan and the act1v1t1es of the NWT Round Table on '.

g Mmlsters

B The mester respons1ble for the Department of Renewable Resources in :
~ consultation with the Ministers of Economic Development and Tourism and
- Energy, Mines and ‘Petroleum - Resources, shall coordmate 1mplementatlon\
o and penodlc rev1ew of thls pohcy S ey : o

NWT Round Table on Envn‘onment and Economy

s . AT

The NWT Round Table on Envrronment and Economy shall adv1se the
“Executive Counc11 respectmg sustalnable development m the Northwest ,

B \\“,Terntones

" Eco n‘omlc

Suswmabmiy Guidelines

The GN W.T. shall promote conservatlon and resource development pro;ects, o
combmatlons of pro;ects Wthh support the achlevement of the followmg gmdelmes SR

o a) ':Ecologlcal

mazntam essennal ecologzcal processes

e L mamtam or enhance natural dtverstty
R mamtam harvestable resources at sustamable levels

)

- promote economtc self-relzance at the local level

- increase employment opportunities for the resrdent labour force through' -

'}educatton, training and job creation

R maximize opportunities for local retention and znvestment of proﬁts -
e mﬂuence the pace of development to promote long term beneﬁts from o

- Vthe use of resources . .




c)

@

 Social

- maintain or strengthen commumty values and zdentzty

- bulld a sense of meaningful pamclpanon and responstbzluy mto prOJect |
development and tmplementatton L ‘

Cultural

- support and mamtam traduzonal activities and relanonsths ’

- mamtam or enhance hentage resources :

I Sustainahle Development' Ohjectives<

- The G\, WT recogmzes that sustamable development of 1 resources is essentlal to

. the long term economic security, self-suff1c1ency and social well-bemg of northern
residents. The G.N.W.T. shall therefore -adopt the - ‘principles - of sustainable
' deve]opment to gurde all its' dCClSlOI‘lS and actlons related to: resource use m the- ‘

e ,‘Northwest Temtorles

,‘a)‘(‘

o 'ib)

* Five main objectives shall proVide the focus for, pursuing this goal. These objectives
‘shall be implemented through G.N.W.T.’s own programs and through col]aboratlon
7w1th other governments and orgamzatrons : o

Promote Integrated Resource Management

' ‘ﬁRecogmzzng that resource development decrszons usually mvolve numerous»

management objectzves and interest. groups, the G.N.W.T. shall promote an

s mtegrated approach to managmg the envzronment and its’ resources
i Mamtam and Enhance Envnronmental Quallty
| ‘,‘Recogmzmg that the Non‘hwest Terntones economy and cultures are deeply'
~ rooted in the environment, the G.N. W.T. shall ensure that envzronmental quallty
' is maintained. to support the long term stabzluy of northern soczety ' .

- Estabhsh Conservatlon Areas ‘. 3

' Whereas the G.N. WT wdl promote the conslstent appltcanon of sustamable
- development prmctples to all lands and waters Wlthln the Northwest Territories, 7

it recognizes the need for conservatzon areas to protect speczal values related to.

‘wildlife and wildlife habztat unique or representattve ecosystems, prime forests, .
- productive. agricultural sozls and hentage, recreattonal, tounsm, sczenaﬁc and .

aesthettc resources



‘f: 4

B ,Develop Non-renewable Res0urces in Ways that Contnbute toa Sustamable o

L 'Economy

'\ The GN W.T. wdl promote exploratzon, development and use of mineral, . -

agregate and fossil fuel resources in ways that provide lasting social and

\ ,economzc beneﬁts whtle mamtammg ecologzcal processes and natural dlversuy o
~'Promote Cooperatlon in the Management of Transboundary Resources

g The GN WT recogmzes that btlateral or multzlateral cooperatzon wzth other RS

o czrcumpolar and nezghbourmg ]urzsdwaons will greatly help to prevent or abate o
- ,transboundary enwronmental or soczo-economzc lmpacts : :

1

4 ~~,‘7Actfion Plan PR

‘The Mlnlster of Renewable Resources, ‘in consultatlon wnh the Mmlsters of

B

o [Economlc Development and TOUI’ISII] and Energy, Mmes and Petroleum Resources
~ shall:: ST \ . :

ujprepare an Act1on Plan outlmmg spec1f1c Ob]CCthCS and 1mplementat10n -
jstrategles for ach1ev1ng the GN.W.Ts Sustamable Development Ob]CCthCS o
) ?and ’ : S , -
,present an annual report to - the Executwe Counc11 on progress in
; Vlmplementmg the ACthIl Plan o .
o fImplementation ‘

: ~The prov1s1ons of thls Dlrectlve shall be lmplemented through

a

A Development and Tourism and Energy, Mmes and Petroleum Resources in

Jomt coordlnatlon by the Departments of Renewable Resources, Economlc .

nnplementmg the Actlon Plan




b) * Collaboration on joint programS>‘or projects; and regular ‘consultation w1th

native organizations

other governments ‘ A
‘industry and business organlzatlons \'

environmental organizations .
the pubhc : e

c) | Penodlc reV1ews of G N. W T. programs, pohcres and leglslatlon to ensure thatr"
| they are consrstent w1th the pnncrples of sustamable development .

; Prerogative of the’ Exe‘cintive ' Council

Nothmg in th1s Drrectlve shall in any way be construed to hmlt the prerogatrve of

" the. Executlve Council to make decisions or take actions with respect to conservation
" and resource development in the Northwest Terrltones outsrde the prowsrons of this

Dlrectrve



