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INTRODUCTION 

This is the second of a series of terminology booklets published by Legal 

Interpreting, Justice, GNWT. This booklet contains translations of legal terms. 

The translations in this booklet have been standardized by a committee of 

experts. These verified translations are accepted and promoted by Legal 

Interpreting. We encourage interpreters and translators to become familiar with, 

and use, these terms. 

Funding for terminology workshops and the publication of this booklet was 

provided under the Canada-NWT Languages Agreement. 

The original artwork on the cover is by Dolphus Cadieux. 



RULES FOR TERMINOLOGY DEVELOPMENT 

1. Choose a recorder to write the translations and hand in to facilitator at end
of workshop for entry into computer.

2. For the recorder: print the translations clearly, because the data-entry
person needs to be able to read it to enter it in the computer.

3. Make sure you understand the English meaning before translating the
term. Check the dictionaries provided or ask the lawyer.

4. Paraphrase the English term before starting to translate.

5. Use the translation in a sentence in your language to make sure that it will
work when interpreting in court.

6. Try to make the translation as brief as possible keeping in mind that it will
be used when interpreting in court.

7. Make sure that everyone in the group agrees on the translation before
going on to the next term. The quality, not quantity, of the translations
your group comes up with is what is most important.

8. Do not give back (literal) translations. The proofreader will do this.
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Dogrib Legal Terminology 

aboriginal language dQne sol!yati 

aboriginal person dQne sQl'i 

aboriginal right dQne sQl'i nawo 

abrogate wede 

abscond nade?t / kwesa? 

absolute discharge hoila hotsi hanl-ko wegha hod1 

absolute jurisdiction e?dta ts'Q k'awo 

abstain wa1d1 / wawh1d1 

abuse dQne dawets'ih?a 

abuse (noun) da?ts'ia? 

abuse (verb) 

abuse, sexually hol't k'e wets'Q alalda 

all terms verified 1 



Dogrib Legal Tenninology 

abused (to mistreat) dayih?a 

done dai?ah 

accept the blame wet'a? 

access go?o 

accessory done hoila hatsi ts'ald1 

acclamation ek'etehtso hoh-le ko xono 

accused wegho nada hot'o 

accused (noun) wek'e nada hot'o 

accused's election dam nayaeh-xa wets'o hoh 

acid naed1i1 

acquit hotsi le 

acquittal hoila hotsl-le wegoit'o 

2 all terms verified 



Dogrib Legal Terminology 

acquitted hoila hotsi-le wede a?g1la 

act nawo 

Act of Parliament ndets'o k'awode nawo 

actus reus hoila hotsi 

address to jury g1tra nayaeh do yati gage?a 

adhere wek'eaot'e 

adjournment nadahget'e 

adjudicate dosinayaeh-dQ nawo ehts1 

admissibility wet'a hot'ia ha esam-le 

admissibility of evidence wet'a nayaeh ha 

admissible wet'a hot'ia ha 

all terms verified 3 



Dogrib Legal Tenninology 

admissible evidence wet'a hotei ha 

wet'a nayaeh ha 

admission (of guilt) dek'e nadahoi?o 

adopt ts'lhch1 

Adopt the motion nawohoh 

adoption (child) chekoa neso 

ts'lhchi 

adult court oh da gha nayae h ko 

adultery do xot't xe hoit hots't 

adversarial system el'ek'e a g iwo-le 

adversary el'ek'e hogea-le do 

adversary system el'ek'e axoiwo -le 

4 all terms verified 



Dogrib Legal Terminology 

adversely affected done wld1-le ko wegha kehokw'o 

affidavit ehkw'1 dek'ehtl'e 

affidavit of service nayaeti emhtl'e 

affirmation e?kw'1 yah ni?o 

agent yek'eha at't 

aggravated assault s11 holla done ts'o eghalaida 

aggravated sexual assault s11 xolat'a hoit wets'o ala1da 

aggravating circumstance as1 wet'a de?o agot't 

aggravation de?o at't 

aggression wek'e ts'ake eyala1da 

aggressor dots'o hanl?a 

aggrieved person ehkola wets'o eyalada 

all terms verified 5 



Dogrib Legal Tenninology 

alcohol 

alcohol in blood wedo ta koti 

alcohol-related kQh tsok'e/wexe 

alcoholic koti wegha tad{ltJ 

alert machine koh gha satso wey1 ts'ehso 

alias tadik'e d1zi 

alibi ay1gha wek'ehodzo ha 

allegation hahod1 

allege xahod1 xaghah 

allege (verb) xahod1 

alleged victim done wetso eyalada 

alternative measures .l'adi wegha hoit'o 

6 all terms verified 



Dogrib Legal Tenninology 

Amending formula wegha nawodel'adt a?t 

amendment yah tiadl naxodh 

amnesia as1 nad1-le 

analysis t'as1 k'axotah 

anatomical pathologist edam do l'alwo k'atah do 

anatomical pathology edani do l'al k'atah nawo 

anus ts'ets'o k'e 

appeal k'acht noyaeh 

Appeal Court of NWT edzane gogha k'acht noyaeh ko 

appear wegho naeyah xa natla 

appearance (court) done nayatiko natla gha mtl"e 

appearance notice nayatiko natiaxa nitre 

all terms verified 7 



Dogrib Legal Terminology 

applicant mtreya t'as1de?ke do 

application mt.re t'as1ts'eke 

apprehend lch1a 

apprehended 1chi 

apprehension w1lto 

argument yah t'aiegehn 

arraign an accused wegho naeyah gha mt.re wets'o k'eyaeh 

arraignment nayaeh nihtre wets'Q wek'eyah 

array of jurors g1ltla dos1 naeyah do ha?a 

arrest (verb) lch1a 

arrest warrant lch1 gha emhtre 

arresting officer kw'ah do1chl do 

8 all terms verified 



arson axod1 k<) k'eh-k'<) 

assault ts'lwets'ehwh1 

assault and battery done wets'edzt xe wekw<) eyats'eh?l 

assault causing bodily harm wekw<) eyadla 

assault with a weapon 

assaulted victim 

assessment 

assume 

assumption 

at risk (where there is a 
probability of harm) 

attempted murder 

attestation 

all terms verified 

as1 t'a holoyoa yets'o eyala1da 

done dal?a 

wedanata 

hats'iwo 

hahowo 

dedahoed1 

do l'ehwhia hohdza 

e?kw'1 hayah ot'e 

Dogrib Legal Terminology 

9 



Dogrib Legal Tenninology 

attitude dam as1k'eh hamts'ia? 

Attorney General do sinayaeh gha k'awodeh 

Attorney General of Canada Canada gha do smayaeh gha k'awodeh 

authenticity xot'ohlo t'e? 

automatism ehmed1-le k'e eyala1da-le 

autopsy do .hawo nat'a/ do we t'a1get'a 

autrefois acquit k'acht wegho mayah had1 

autrefois convict k'acht weghQ weslniayah had1 

B.N.A. Act Ts'eko k'awo Deh Nawo 

bail hot.iaya wok'eha niad1 

bail hearing hot.iaha nayaeh 

bail review hearing xots'et.ia gha SQmba nats'ehd1 weghQ nayaeh 

10 all terms verified 



bailiff 

balance of probabilities 

ballistics 

ballistics expert 

ban on publication 

bankrupt 

bar (member of) 

battery 

behaviour 

bench warrant 

bench warrant for arrest 
with discretion 

beneficiary 

all terms verified 

Dogrib Legal Terminology 

nayah k<) dQhod1 

we?Q gotsQ da ?etsehke ha d11 ehkwe1 lantwQ 

kw1k'e t'ahoti nawo/kw1cho de?k'e k'ezQ dQ 

kwlk'1 k'ezhQdQ 

wegod1 hohl'e ha-le 

wek'ttQ 

git.ta dQsmaeyah kQ 

wek'wa wb?l 

edam k'eho?a 

dQne kh1 gha nthtl'e 

dQ 1chl 

as1 wets'Q hahod1 ha 

11 



Dogrib Legal Terminology 

benefit of the doubt som lam / wegh<c, 

best interest of the child chekoa gha nezi nexots'i?a 

bestiality t1ch'ad1 xe hohlt hohts'i 

beyond a reasonable doubt we?Qh ts'o da?eke had1 

biased ts'o ts'iwo 

blackout dehk'ehoga-le 

bladder mdlo wo 

blood ehdo 

blood-alcohol level goda io lam 

blurred vision goda io lam 

bodily harm do kwoa ya?t 

bona fide ne?ia mwo k'eh 

12 all terms verified 



Dogrib Legal Terminology 

bond (noun) wek'e ha somba nit'a 

bonding somba gho nanoxodeh 

breach of probation edehots'1hd1 nawo nats'1zh1 

breach of recognizance do dehyah nazh1 

breach of trust somba t'a ehkw'eyala1da-le 

breach of undertaking dos1nayaet1-do yati nay1zhi 

break and enter enehava xe goya1zha 

breathalyzer expert koti sats'o wey1ts'o k'ezo do 

breathalyzer test koh gha satso wey1 ts'ehso 

buggery hoit k'e as1k'ala ts'ewo 

burden of proof kw'1h k'edaed1 do wets'o hoit 

burglar 

all terms verified 13 



Dogrib Legal Terminology 

burglary 

by-law 

call to the stand 

camp 

cannabis 

cannabis resin 

care (noun) 

care and custody hearing 

case law 

jurisprudence 

cause for challenge 

causing a disturbance 

causing bodily harm 

14 

enha ehnthatzh1 

kota k'ade nawo 

daweke ha geke 

hagok'o keh 

ts'et'1ch'1 

ts'et'1ch'1 tI 

wekexodi 

weghQ neyah ts'o wek'e hod1 

mehnaeyah nawo 

wedahmxowQ 

wedahgowho 

dokwo eyadla 

all terms verified 



Dogrib Legal Terminology 

caution (noun) dehodia yah wot'o 

caution (verb) dehod1a 

central legal board as1ts'at'o gha k'a?deh 

cestui que trust as1 wot'aw1zh1 niat'o 

challenge ts'edza 

challenge for cause weda nayae hha-le 

change of plea deyat1l'ad1 anay1-le 

change of venue kota eyile ts'o nayaeh 

character do daht't ehb 

character evidence do daht't ehb wet'onayaeh 

character witness do daht't ehb t'a dawok'e 

charge (noun) wegho nayaeh 

all terms verified 15 



Dogrib Legal Tenninology 

charge (verb) weghQ nayaetI ha 

charge to the jury dQ sm1yaetI dQ yatI g1Qt'a 

Charter of Rights & edets'o k'ats'ede gha nawo-de 
Freedoms 

chemical abuse nad1 nez1-le ts'edta? 

child abuse chekoa dats'th?a 

child care worker chekoa k'ed1 ghala1dadQ 

child management worker chekoa hoid1dQ 

Child Welfare Act chekoa k'ehod1 gha nawode 

child welfare worker chekoa k'ehd1 dQ 

circumstances ekogoht'e t'a 

circumstantial evidence ekogc)ht'e t'Q naeyaetI dam nahowot'ah wes1 naeyatI 

civil action kQt'a nawo dexesegots'en 

16 all terms verified 



Dogrib Legal Terminology 

civil law kot'a nawo t'a desµ1aeyah ts'eh 

civil matters kot'a nawo ts'ok'e 

clause mtl'e eyalats'endah 

clerk of the court nayaeh gha emhtl'e k'ed1 

closed custody facility done wek'e hod1 ko edanitQ 

closed treatment facility do wek'axota?a hoghawetQ ko 

cocaine kw'e dego?a 

codicil mtl'e iadta?nats'e?t 

codified l'ek'e whola 

cold blooded wedze whi-le 

colour of right xa gots'o nawo 

commit an offence wets'a t'Q hots't 

all terms verified 17 



Dogrib Legal Terminology 

commit for trial weghQ naeyaehha wheda 

common sense ehkw'1 k'e nan1ts'1wo 

community property k'Qt'ah ts'Q 

community service work k'Qt'ah eghalaeda 

compellability naxoh-e gogh9daneh 

compelled gogh9daeneh 

compensation wets'oed1 

compensation to victims dQne dai?a gha wets'ahod1 

competence nezi dehdiad1 

complainant dehtb xat'a yah nJ?Q 

comply with whek'e ?ats'it'e 

compulsion sets'et'1 

18 all terms verified 



Dogrib Legal Terminology 

concurrent sentence tl'ek'awo wed�nitot?� 

concurrently tl'ek'awo 

condition dahxot'eh 

conditional discharge wek'ets'enda 

confabulation tl'exe gots'endeh 

confession xodadeh 

confidentiality wegho xayats'ehle 

confinement kw'atso nateh 

confiscate neh ts1chi 

confrontation weganets'etla 

conscious dehk'exozo 

consecutive sentences tl'ek'awo do dahneto 

all terms verified 19 



Dogrib Legal Tenninology 

consecutively tiek'awo 

consent 

consent to a committal dehxa goyadehts'eteh 

consider wedanits'ewo 

consistent ehkw'1k'ehxokw'1 

Constitution Act (of Canada nawo de cho gha gondeke natsedeh 
1982) 

constitutional Ndets'o k'awo nawo deh ts'ok'eh 

contaminated as1 wetadza 

contempt of court nayaeh ko g1k'ehots'e?a-le 

contend as1 gho sinaeyats'etl 

coroner done ti1awo da?nat'a do 

court house naeyaetl ko 

20 all terms verified 



Dogrib Legal Terminology 

credibility ahso ehkw'tad1 

crime h01la holt 

criminal law hoila nawo dek'enthtl'e 

Crown ts'eko k'awo k'edaed1 do 

Crown's election kw'ah k'ediad1 do wets'o x&t 

culpable homicide do eiaiwho wek'e nada hot'o 

custody do k'ehod1/wek'e hod1 

defence attorney do k'edaed1-do 

defence counsel do k'edaed1-do 

defence lawyer do k'edaed1-do 

deliberation of the jury eiexe Stniyagehh 

empanelling the jury do g1tl'a nayaeh ha do ich1 

all terms verified 21 



Dogrib Legal Terminology 

evidence wet'o nayaetl 

exhibit as1 wet'o nayaeti-ha 

expert witness nawo k'ezo do 

facts degha hanahowo 

find for ... edek'e ha nats'ehd1 

first appearance t'a kwe tio wegho nayati 

first degree murder do iahwh1 ha y1k'e eghalaida 

forensic nayaeh ko gogha nawo k'ezo do 

grief reaction ts'oniwo 

guardian tseka k'ed1 do 

guilty xanahod1 wegot'o 

guilty plea xanahod1 dek'enadahot'o 

22 all terms verified 



Dogrib Legal Terminology 

handwriting expert ets'etl'e hogha wotode 

higher court nayaehkode 

homicide ewe t'1 

impartial tani ts'eda nawo/tam ts'edah lam 

information hoila hoh n1htl'e 

inquest damt'a ethawo s1 ghomyaeh 

insufficient evidence wet'o nayaeh-ha degha whela-le 

intestate ehdehdatso goghe mtl'e sewo leno 

judge do s1niyaet1do 

judge and jury do s1nayaeti-do 

judge-made law dQSl nayaeh-dQ nawo gehts'1 

judgment wes1niyahh 

all terms verified 23 



Dogrib Legal Tenninology 

juror 

jury 

Jury Act 

keep the peace and be of 
good behaviour 

learned friends 

manslaughter 

marijuana 

mischief 

not guilty 

oath 

offence 

offender 

24 

g1tl'a nayaeh do 

g1tl'a nayaeh do 

g1tl'a nayaeh do gha nawo 

ts'ehwht dek'ened1 

sagia nezt hoghaweto 

doiaiwho 

ts'ehchi 

wesidla-do 

ham nehod1-le wegot'o 

nohts't nthtl'e t'o ehkw1 gots'ede 

hoila hohl'e/h01la hob 

done hoila hohts'i 

all terms verified 



Official Languages Act 

open court 

pathologist 

perjury 

plea 

precedent 

preliminary inquiry 

presume innocence until 
proven guilty 

prison 

probation 

proof 

punishment 

all terms verified 

Dogrib Legal Terminology 

yah ka?a nawo 

nayaeh k<) enehattQ 

dQkWQ ta k'at'a dQ 

hots'ets'i 

edegha nadets'eh/ dahmoh 

tde nawo wek'e eghalahoda 

ahst hoila hohts't li gha wek'ahota 

weg<)t'a ts<) ehkw'1 eghalatda ts'twQ 

k<)gozQ k<) / d9datla k<) 

wetsat'Q 

wek'e hodzQ 

hoila we?t 

25 



Dogrib Legal Tenninology 

Queen ts'eko k'awo k'edaed1 do 

recognizance dehod1 ha y1k'ezho 

remand in custody wegho nayaeh ts'o wedanito 

sentence g1s1nahh 

show cause hearing deh wodle wegho neyah 

toxicologist dokwo ti, k'atah do 

toxins mad1tl1 

vitreous humor wodah h 

26 all terms verified 




