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INTRODUCTION 

This is the second of a series of terminology booklets published by Legal 

Interpreting, Justice, GNWT. This booklet contains translations of legal terms. 

The translations in this booklet have been standardized by a committee of 

experts. These verified translations are accepted and promoted by Legal 

Interpreting. We encourage interpreters and translators to become familiar with, 

and use, these terms. 

Funding for terminology workshops and the publication of this booklet was 

provided under the Canada-NWT Languages Agreement. 

The original artwork on the cover is by Dolphus Cadieux. 



RULES FOR TERMINOLOGY DEVELOPMENT 

1. Choose a recorder to write the translations and hand in to facilitator at end
of workshop for entry into computer.

2. For the recorder: print the translations clearly, because the data-entry
person needs to be able to read it to enter it in the computer.

3. Make sure you understand the English meaning before translating the
term. Check the dictionaries provided or ask the lawyer.

4. Paraphrase the English term before starting to translate.

5. Use the translation in a sentence in your language to make sure that it will
work when interpreting in court.

6. Try to make the translation as brief as possible keeping in mind that it will
be used when interpreting in court.

7. Make sure that everyone in the group agrees on the translation before
going on to the next term. The quality, not quantity, of the translations
your group comes up with is what is most important.

8. Do not give back (literal) translations. The proofreader will do this.
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South Slavey Legal Terminology 

aboriginal language ala gots'eh dene gozhahe 

aboriginal person ala gots'eh dene keleh 

aboriginal right ala gots'eh dene k'ee agit'e 

abrogate ?e?a daondi ait'e guli ageleh 

abscond goseemzh�1h ch'� nats'ene?i 

absolute discharge megvt'o k6 ki t'as� agila fie 

abstain t'ahsn ch'a edek'ets'endih 

accept the blame ka kagots'ila ts'ed1 

access dule g6ts'ots'etl'e 

accessory dzah k'egots'n?ah gots'ats'udi 

acclamation gogha ek'ets'it'a le t'ah goniedetreh 

accused (noun) amh mesemzhath 

all terms verified 1 



South Slavey Legal Tenninology 

accused's election da6ndih gosemzha1Jh ets'emdhe 

acquit gots'edutse 

acquittal gots'edutse 

act edthtl"eh ndee 

meghaade ?ehtth'1 ats'et't yati 

Act of Parliament Ndeh ts'e edthtl"eh ndedhe 

actus reus dzah k'egots'u?ah 

address to the jury gosenizhath dene nats'ehts1 gots'e gondeh 

adhere meghaade ats'et't gha 

adjournment duh gogha anagy.t'e 

adjudicate k'aa goseenizhaets'enthh 

admission (of guilt) kaa kahl'a ts'ed1 

2 all terms verified 



South Slavey Legal Tenninology 

adopt nits'edfchu - t'ahsil gogaade ats'et'i gha 

adult court dene nezho gosenizhath 

adultery XQts'eda le kee k'egots'e?ah 

adversarial system clech'a.a. ghalats'enda 

adversary system clek'ech'a k'edaogede?ah 

adversely affected t'ahs11 mets'ih?Q gogha dza agiJ.ht'e 

affidavit edaatreh tah ehtth'1 kaots'unde ts'ed1 

affidavit of service edihtreh edaatreh t'ah kaa deihtreh goghats'enihchu ot'e 

affirmation ehtth'1 ts'ed1 t'ah edihtreh ts'ehtsi 

agent gondah goghalaenda dene 

aggravated assault guilie gotthe ezhah agots'ila 

all terms verified 3 



South Slavey Legal Terminology 

aggravating circumstance t'ahsiI mets'th?Q du.le g(ltl"ie agogeleh 

t'ahsiI ts'ih?6 go?6 dzah ats'ati ts'ed1 

aggravation mets'th?6 gutl"ie agots'e?ih 

aggrieved person etth'aahti gok'ech'e k'egogu?ah 

alcohol k6tue 

alcohol in blood godele tah k6tue 

alcohol-related k6tue ts'ehk'eh/k6tue tsth?6 ats'µa 

alcoholic dene k6tue t' ah ezhaeb 

alert machine gozhie t'ah kotue ts'aado keihdzah 

alias (goz1 t'ah) goghoh zhats'ede?ah ts'e k'egots'e?ah 

g1J.Zi guli1 t'ah goghoh zhats'ede?ah 

4 all terms verified 



South Slavey Legal Terminology 

alibi k1 ezh1 ats'aat'de ts'ed1 

ki ezh1 aeht'i le ts'ed1 

allegation gok'eh nidagots'ede?ah 

allege (verb) edahxo egogemhthe 

allergic amh mexeh dzaagaja ets'emdhe 

alternative measures guli1 t'ah gogha senagots'edleh 

Amending formula t'ahsh meghaade guli1 anagots'edleh 

amendment guli1 anagots'edleh 

amnesia kenats'endih le 

analysis suu gok'eats'en netah 

anatomical pathologist na1dik'eozho gozht zhieh ghoh meghagoneto 

anus gotthele 

all terms verified 5 



South Slavey Legal Terminology 

appeal ala gosenfzhath g6ghots'eda 

Appeal Court of NWT g6hdh ndee gha ala gosenfzhath g6ghots'eda gha k6e 

applicant amh godeemzha?1Jh nd1 

application t' ahsaag6ot' e ts' ed1/ t' ahsiI gogh6ot' ah 

argument el'ek' ech' a k' edaogede?ah 

arraign an accused azhh gha goseenizhath g6hgede 

arraignment goseenfzhath gha edthtl'eh 

array of jurors goseenfzhath ts'edehtth'1 gha gozi icha 

arrest (verb) g6gaade 

arrest warrant g6ts'edeh gha edthtl'eh 

arresting officer amh g6edeh ot'e 

6 all terms verified 



assault 

assessment 

assimilation 

at risk (where there is a 
probability of harm) 

attestation 

attitude 

authenticity 

autopsy 

autrefois acquit 

autrefois convict 

bail 

all terms verified 

South Slavey Legal Terminology 

gots'endeh t'ah gots'enehj1 

gotthe ezhah agots'ila 

dagodehti gha gok'eats'eneta 

el'eht'e agots'eleh 

goghe gonej1 t'ah t'ahs� agondeh gohthe 

edaatreh t'ah t'ahsfa ehtth'1 ts'ed1 

da.6ndih naets'emdhe 

t'ahsfa ehtth'1 ot'e 

da.6ndih t'ah l'aats'en1dhe gozhi k'eageneta 

godhee gosenizha1h ghaade gots'edntse 

ezh1 et'1h gha oknlth gosenizha1t1 ghaade gog6i?Q 

gosenizhaeh ts'e saamba ndah gots'edets1 

7 



South Slavey Legal Terminology 

bail hearing 

bail review hearing 

balance of probabilities 

ballistics 

bankrupt 

bar (member of) 

barbiturate 

battery 

behaviour 

bench warrant 

8 

saamba ndah gots'edets1 gha nazhaeti 

saamba ndah gots'edntse k'ahshu meghQets'eda-yenahne 
k'egeneta 

daguja gok'eats'eneta 

tth1k'11h ghQh kegots'edihshQ 

goghQh saamba hule aguja 

edihtreh t'ah gok'edats'edende gotah ts'edehtth'1 

gosenizhaiti ts'ehk'eh 

naid11 met'ah ts'eti 

ehits'enetiah t'ah gotthe ezhah ats'ila 

gotthe agots'eleh/ gotthe gots'e atsila 

da6ndih k'egots'e?ah 

g6gede gha edihtreh/gosemzhai gha g6gedeh gha edihtreh 

all terms verified 



bench warrant for arrest 
with discretion 

daets'emdhe ghaade dule g6ts'edeh 

beneficiary amil mets'e t'ahsil andeh gha 

benefit of the doubt edahxQ goets'emhthe 

best interest of the child azhil ts'udg.g. gha nez\1 gha 

bestiality golQg. kee dzah k'egots'e?ah 

South Slavey Legal Terminology 

beyond a reasonable doubt t'aet'1 t'ah ehtth'1 agv.ht'e - ka ghQh ets'emdhe 

biased l'�h ts'ehk'eh aets'emdhe 

blackout kenats'end1 le 

blood sample godele l'aa ageleh 

blood test godele ghats'eda 

blood-alcohol level godele tah kotue daneht'e 

blurred vision gondazh1hl'e lagondih 

all terms verified 
9 



South Slavey Legal Tenninology 

body temperatures gozhi dadehk6 

bona fide see ehtth'1 ot'e 

bond (noun) gondah saamba nits't?ah 

bonding gok'eh gondah saamba nits't?ah 

breach of trust ehtth'1 goets'emhthe go k'ech'a ats'eja 

break and enter godakaets I editse 

breathalyzer expert dene k6tue gha gok'eaneta gha meghagoneto 

breathalyzer test k6tue gha gozhi k'eats'eneta 

burden of proof amiI mek'eh g6?Q 

burglar dene t'ahsiI ne?ih gha godakaets'edets1 

burglary ets'ene?ih gha godakaets'edets1 

by-law k6tah gogha etth'aahti edihtreh 

10 all terms verified 



call to the stand 

cannabis 

cannabis resin 

capacity 

change of venue 

charge to the jury 

credibility 

Criminal Code 

Crown 

crown defence 

direct evidence 

all terms verified 

South Slavey Legal Tenninology 

dagots'edeke gha goka gots'endeh 

tl'o ch'1le 

tl'o ch'1le dzeh 

si dats'et't kegots'edihsho 

nazhaeti k6tah guli guli1 agogila 

gosenizhaets'ttI ndedhe dagogeleh 6li g6ts'edo t'ah gots'e 
gondeh 

dahsee ?ehtth'1 at'e s6ond1h mets'emdhe 

edthtl'eh meghaade gosenizhaeti gha 

dene azh6 k'edadend1 

dene adezh6 gok'edadend1 

dene meghaade aguja megond1e 

xaade gondah aguja t'ah gots'e kats'ed1 

11 



South Slavey Legal Terminology 

evidence t'ahsh met'ah aguja met'ah agot'i 

exhibit t'ahsh t'ah aguja meghats'enda gha mek'eh nfedeti'eh 

guilty plea kaa kahl'a ts'ed1 

impartial l'ee ZQ k'edats'edend1 Qt'e ile 

indictable offence guti'h dzaa k'eots'J?ah 

judge gosenizhaeh ndedhe 

non-culpable homicide ki mex�1.1t'e dene l'aanfhthe ile 

not guilty ki edi azhila ile/kahl'a le ts'ed1 

ki Sl ahl'a ile ts'ed1 

oath No6htsi edthti'ehe k'eh ehtth'1 ats'ed1 gha niets'edeteh 

onus ehtth'1 t'ah daguja ts'ed1 gha gots'e daedede?Q 

perjury t'ahsh ghQ gots'ets'i 

12 all terms verified 



South Slavey Legal Tenninology 

plea t'ahsh dzah anela negeed1 ts'e daduhsi enenedhe 

precedent daondih agogila gok'ee anats'uleh 

preliminary inquiry ki gosenizhaeh gha oh k'ageneta 

probation mexoend1h gha megh6t'Q 

re-election daondi gosenizhaeh guli1 anats'eleh 

reckless ki gohthe ets'emdhe ot'e ile 

recognizance ka gosenizhaeh nats'etia gha ts'ed1 t'ah goged1tse 

remand in custody gosenizhaeh gots'e gots'et6 

sentence (verb) damegodleh gha/ damegots'eleh gha 

sequester gosenizhaeh enagv.t'e gots'e du.we enaogedehth1 

show cause hearing ki gog1t'6 gha gok'ageneta 

submission daged1ndi gho gogendeh 

all terms verified 13 



South Slavey Legal Terminology 

subpoena 

summary conviction 

summons 

Supreme Court Judge 

suspended sentence 

Territorial Court Judge 

testimony 

verdict 

willfully 

witness 

14 

gosenizhaeh nats'etiah gha g6?Q edihtl'eh 

gutl'fa meghagv.t'o He 

gosenizhaeh nats'etiah gha edihtl'eh 

gosenizhaeh mendedhe 

azhi1 megh6t'o es11 et'1h keonidh1 gha He 

g6hdh ndeh gosenizhathh/ g6hd1 ndeh e gha gosenizhaihti 
dene 

daguja ts'eed1/ daguja ghoh g6hts'ed1 

kaguja ts'ed1 

daondih megv. ?Q 

eX1J.ndie dzaa k'eots'e?ah 

dene t'ahsfa gho keodisho t'ah damets'edeke 

all terms verified 




